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On the Union of Pt£TY and Morality* 



Acts, jc, 4* 

Tbjt prayers and tbtm aim are come up for 
a memorial before God, 

ff'SeVkHE Higb and Lofty One who SEAM. 

Sr* inbabitetb eternity, dwelletb alfft ^ \ . 
kjS% jnf witb bm tbat is tf bumble 
and contrite beart. In the midft of 
hi« glory, the Almighty is not inatten* 
tive to the meaneft of his fubjeds. Nei* 
ther obfcurity of ftation, nor imperfeo 
tion of knowledge, links thoie below hi% 

Vol, I. B regard, 
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s E R M- regarxi, who worfhip and obey him. Every 
• Ui,^^—, ^ prayer which they fend up from their fe- 
cret retirements, 'is liftened to by him; 
and every work of charity which they per- 
form, how unknown foever to the world, 
attrad^' his noticCi The text prefents a 
^ fignal inftante of this comfortable truth. 
In the city of Caefarea, there dwelt a 
Roman centurion,, a .military officer of 
inferiour rank, a Gentile, neither by 
birth nor religion entitled to the privi- 
leges of the Jewifli nation. But he was a 
devout and a benevolent man; who, ac- 
cording to his ttieaiure of religious know- 
ledge, ftudied to perform his duty, prayed 
to God always^ and gave much alms to the 
people. Such a charader pafled not un- 
obferved by God.^ So highly was it ho* 
noured, that to this good centurion an 
Ang^^. was fent from heaven^ in order to 
'dired him to the means of fuU inftrudlion 
in, the' truths The Angel accofts hirai 
with this falutation, Cornelius^ Thy prayers 
and thine alms are come up for a manorial 
before God. : , 
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alms^ that I purpofe now to dired your ^ 
thoughts, as defcribing the re^edable 
and amiable character of a man, as form^^^ 
ing the honour and the bleffednefs of a • 
true Chriftian ; piety joined with charity, 
faith with good works, devotion with mo- 
rality. Thcfe are things which God hath 
conneded, and which it is impious in 
man to feparate. It is only when they 
remain united, that they can come up as 
a grateful memorial before God. I fliall firft 
endeavour to fliew you, That alms withr 
out prayers, or prayers without alms, mo- 
rality without devotion, or devotion with- 
out morality, are extremely defedlive j and 
then ihall point out the happy effeds of 
their mutual union. 

Let us begin with confideiring the- cafe 
of alms without prayers ; that is, of good 
works without piety, or a proper fcnfe 
of God and religion. Examples of this 
are not uncommon in the world. With 
many, Virtue is, or at leaft is pretended 
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to be, a refpedable and an honoured 
fiame^ while Piety founds meanly in their 
cars. TTiey are men of the world, and 
they claim to be men of honomr. They 
reft upon their humanity, their public 
fpirit, their probity, and their truth. 
They arrogate to themfclves all the manly 
and the adive virtues. But devout affec- 
tions, and religious duties, they treat with 
contempt, as founded on (badowy fpe- 
eulations, and fit to employ the attention 
only of weak and fuperftitiouji minds. 
Now, in oppofition to fuch perfons, I 
contend,, That this negkdl of piety ar*- 
gues depravity of hesrt: and that it in- 
fers an irregular difchargc of the duties of 
morality. 

F1R5T, It «gues internal depravity^ 
for it difcovers a cold and a hard heart. 
\i there be any imprefEon which man is 
formed by nature to receive, it is a fenfe 
of religifen. As foon as mind opens 
tb obfetvatiori and refledtion, he difcerns 
tnnKimerabfe marks of his dependent ftate. 

He 
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Piety and Morality. 

He finds hiqifelf placed, by fome fuperiour 
power, in a vaft world, where the wi£dom 
and goodnefs of the Creator are confpicu- 
ous on every fide. The magnificence, the 
beauty and order of nature, excite him to 
admire and adore* When he lw>ks up 
to that omnipotent hand which operates 
throughout the univerfe, he is impreflcd 
with reverence. When he receives bieff*. 
ings which he cannot avoid afbribing to 
divine goodnefs, he is prompted to gratis 
tude. The expreflions <;^f thofe afEbdions, 
under the various forms of religious wor- 
fhip, are no other than native effpfion^ of 
the human heart. Ignorance may miflead, 
and fuperftition may corrupt them ; but 
their origin is derived from fentiments that 
^e efiential to man^ 

Caft your eyes over the whole earth. 
Explore the moft remote quarters of the 
caft or the weft. You may difcover tribes 
of men, without policy, or laws, or cities, 
or any of the arts pf life : But no where 
mil you find them without fome form of 
fdigiom In every region you behold the 
3 3 proftrate 
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proftrate worfhipper, the temple, the al- 
tar, and the offering. Wherever men have 
exifted, they have been fenfible that fome 
acknowledgment was due, on their part, 
to the Sovereign of the world. If, In their 
rudeft and moft ignorant ftate, this obli- 
gation has been felt, what additional force 
muft it acquire by the improvements of 
human knowledge, but efpecially by the 
great difcoveries of the Chriftian revela- 
tion ? Whatever, either from reverence or 
from gratitude, can excite men to the 
worflilp of God, is by this revelation 
placed in fuch a light, as one Ihould 
think were fufEcient to over-awe the moft 
thoughtlefs, and to melt the moft obdurate 
mind. 

Canft thou, then, pretend to be a mart 
of reafon, nay, a man, of virtue, and yet 
continue regardlefs of one of the firft and 
chief dictates of human nature? Where 
is thy fenfibility to what is right and fit^ 
if that loud voice which calls all nations 
throughout the earth to religious homage, 
has never been heard by thee ? Or, if it 

has 
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has been heard, by what ftrangc and falfe 
refinements haft thou ftifled thofe natural 
fentiments which it tends to awaken? 
Calling thyfelf a fon, a citizen, a friend; 
claiming to be faithful and affeftionate 
in thefe relations; haft thou no fcnfe of 
what thou oweft to thy firft Parent, thy 
higheft Sovereign, thy greatcft Benefac- 
tor ? Can it be confiftent with true virtue 
or honour, to value thyfelf upon thy re- 
gard to inferiour obligations, and yet to 
violate that which is the moft facred and 
the moft ancient of all ? When fimple in- 
ftin(£t teaches the Tartar and the Indian, 
together with his alms^ and good works to 
join his prayers to that Power whom he 
confiders as the fource of good, (hall it be 
no reproach, in the moft enlightened ftate 
of human nature, and under the pureft 
difpenfation . of religion, to have extin- 
guifhed the fenfe of gratitude to Heaven^ 
and to flight all acknowledgment of the 
great and the true God ? What does fuch 
condu£t imply, but either an entire want, 
ox a wilful fuppreflion, of fome of the beft 
6 4 and 
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SERM. and moft generous affedlions belonging to 
u-^J^ human nature? — Surely, there muft be 
an cifential dcfed in that* heart which re- 
mains cold and infenfible, whercr it ought 
to be affe£ted moft warmly. Surely, fuch 
a degree of depravity muft be lodged there, 
as is fufficient to taint all the other fprings 
of pretended virtue* 

But befides this, I muft contend, in 
the fecond place, That where religion isi 
negledled, there can be no regular nor 
fteady pra^iice of the duties of morality. 
The chara^er will be often inconfiftent; 
and Virtue, placed on a bafis too narrow 
to fujllport it, will be always loofe and 
tottering. For fuch is the propenfity of 
cur nature to vice, fo niunerous are the 
temptations to a relaxed and immoral 
conduft, that ftronger reftraints than 
thofe of mere reafon, are neceflary to be 
impofed on man. The f^nfe of right and 
wrong, the principle of honour, or the 
inftinft of benevolence, are barriers too 
feeWe tp withftand the ftrength of paffion, 

In 
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In the tranquil feafons of life, thefc natu- 
ral principles may, perhaps, carry on the 
ordinary courfe t)f fociiil duties with fomc 
regularity^ But W4it until fome trying^ 
emergence come. Let the conflift of paf- 
fions arife. Let the he^ b« either wound- 
ed by fore diftrefs, or agitated by violent 
emotions ; and ypu lhall prefently fee, that 
virtue without religion is inadequate to the 
government of life* It is deftitute of its 
proper guard, of its firmeft fupport, of its 
chief encouragement. It will link under 
the weight of misfortune } or will yield ta 
the folicitation of guilty 

The great motives that produce coa-^ 
ftancy and firmi^efs of adion, mud be of 
a palpable and ftriking kind, A divine Lc- 
giflator, uttering his yoic^ from heaven; 
an omnifcient Witnefs, beholding us in 
.^11 our retreats ; an almighty Gqvernpur, 
ftretching forth his arm tp piyiaiih or xt^ 
ward, difclofmg the fecrets of the invifible 
world, informing us of perpetual reft pre- 
pared hereafter for the righteous, and of 
indi^Tfation (ind wrath awaiting the wicked : 

* Thefe 



Digitized by 



On the Union 

Thefc arc the confTderations which over- 
awe the world, which fupport integrity, 
and check guilt. They add to virtue that 
folemnity which fhouW ever characterize 
it. To the admonitions of confcience they 
give the: authority of a law. Co-operating 
with all the good difpofitions of a pious 
man, they ftrengthen and infure their in- 
fluence. On his alms you can have no 
certain dependence, who thinks not of 
God, nor has joined prayer to his chari-- 
table deeds. But when humanity is fe- 
conded by piety, the fpring from which 
it flows is rendered, of courfe, more re- 
gular and conflant. — In fliort, withdraw 
religion^ and you fhake all the pillars of 
morality. In every heart you weaken the 
influence of virtue : And among the mul- 
titude, the bulk of mankindt you over- 
throw its power. 

Having thus (hewn that morality with- 
out devotion is both defective and unftable, 
I proceed to confider the other "Extreme, 
of prayers without alms, devotion without 
morality. 
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In every age the pra'Ctice has prevailed, ^ 
of fubftituting certain appearances of piety 
in the place of the great duties of huma* 
nity and mercy. Too many there have 
always been, who flatter themfelvcs with 
the hope of obtaining the friendfhip of 
their Creator, though they Qe^e£fc to do 
juftice to their fellow-creatures. But fuch 
perfons may be afTurcd, that their fuppofed. 
piety is altogether of a fpurious kind. It 
is an invention of their own, unknown. to 
reafon, unknown in the word of God. In' 
fcripture we are ever directed to try our 
faith by our works, our love of God by our 
love of men. We are direfted to confider 
piety as a principle which regenerates the 
heart, and forms it to goodnefs. We are 
taught, that in vain we addrefs any a€ts of 
homage to. Chrift, unlefs we do the things 
%vbicJb be faith ; and that . love^ peace^ gen-' 
tUnefsy goodnefs^ meeknefs^ and temperance^ 
are not only the injunctions of his law, but 
the native fruits of his Spirit^. If there*^ 

♦ luke, vi. 46, Gal. v. ?2. 

fore, 

7 



Digitized by 



On tbi tfnwn of 



SERM. fore, while piety fcems ardent, morality 
-J-, , r ftall decline, you have ftdl reafon to be- 
Ueye, that into that piety fome corrupting 
ingredients have entered. And if ever 
your regard to morality ihall totally fail j 
if, while you make many prayers, you 
give no alms ; if, while you appear to be 
zealous for God, you are falfe or unjuft to 
men; if you are hard or contra<Sled in 
heart, fevere in your cenfures, and oppref- 
five in your condu6t ; then conclude with 
certainty, that what you had termed piety 
was no more than an empty name. For 
as foon^ according to the fcriptur^ fimili^ 
tude, will bitter waters JIqw from a Jweet 
fottntain^ as fuch effe£ks be produced by ge* 
nuine piety. 

What ypu have called by that name, 
refolves itfelf into one . or other of three 
things, Either it Is a hypocritical form 
of godjinefs, affumed in order to impofo 
on the wprldj or, which is thfi moft fa^ 
vourable fuppofition, it is a tranfient im^ 
preffion of ferioufnefs^ an accidental melt-i 
jng of thq heart, which pajfe^ anvay Uh 
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the fH9fmng cloud and the early de^ ; fif, 
which I am afraid is too often the cafe, 
it is the deliberate refuge of a deluded 
and fuperllitious^ but, at the fame time^ 
a corrupted mind. For all men^ even the 
moft depraved, are fubjeil, more bt lefs, 
to compunctions of confdence* It has 
tiever been in their power to l^vithdraw 
totally beyond the reach of that warning 
voice, which tells them that fomething is 
neceflary to be done, in order to make 
their peace with the Ruler of the world* 
But, backward at the fame time to refign 
the gains of difhonefly, or the pleafure* 
of vice ; averfe from fubmiflion to that 
facred law which enjoins righteoufnefs 
in its whole extent, they have often at- 
tempted to make a fort of compofitioa 
with Heaven; a compofition, which, 
though they dare not avow it iii words, 
lurks in fecret at the bottom of many a 
heart. If God will only difpenfe with 
foffie articles ^ obedience, they will re- 
pay liim with aiundant homage. If they 
£ul in good pra£tice, they will ftudy to 

be 
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be found in belief ; and, by the number crf 
their prayers, will atone^ in fome meafure^ 
for their deficiency in charitable deeds. 

But the attempt is as vain as it is im- 
pipus. From the fimpleft and plaineft 
principles of reafon it muft appear, that 
religious worfliip, disjoined from juftice 
and virtue, can upon no account what«- 
ever find acceptance with the Supreme 
Being. To what purpofe is the multitude 
of your facrifxes unto me ? faith the Lord. 
Bring no more vain oblations. Incenfe is an 
abomination unto me. The new moons and 
fabbaths^ the calling of ajfembliesj I cannot 
away with ; it is iniquity^ even the folemn 
meetings'^. — : — ^.Ceafe, foolifh and impious 
man ! Ceafe to confider the Almighty as a 
weak or vain-glorious being, who is to 
be appeafed by thy devout proftrations, 
and thy humble words ; or to be gratified 
by the parade and oftentation of external 
worfliip. What is all thy worfliip to him ? 
WilL he eat the fiejh of thy facrifices^ or 
drink the blood of offered goats f Was wor- 

•Jfa.L 11. 14, - - - ' 

^ fliip 
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flfp f-equired of thee, doft thou think^ SERM. 
upon his account, that thou mighteft v_^-^- 7 
bring an increafe to his glory and feli- 
city by thy weak and infignificant praifes ? W 
fl ^ooner mighteft thou increafe the fplen- 
dour of the fun by a lighted taper, or add 
to the thunder by thy voice. No : It is 
for the fake of man, not of God, that 
worlhip 'and prayers are required ; not that 
.God may be rendered more glorious, but 
that man may be made better ; that ha may 
be confirmed in a proper fenfe of his de- 
pendent ftate, and acquire thofe pious and 
•virtuous difpofitions in which his higheft 
rmprcfvemeht coafifts. 

. Of all the principles in religion, one 
ihould take this to be the nioft evident ; 
and yet frequent admonitions are needed", 
to renew the impreflion of it upon man- 
kind. For what purpofe did thy Creator 
place thee in this world, in the midft of 
human fbciety, but that as a man among 
men thou mighteft cultivate humanity ; 
that each in his place might contribute to 
the g;eneral welfare ; that as a .fpou£e, a 

brother, 
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8BRM. brother, a fon, or a friend^ thou mightcft 
w^Ji^ a£t thy part with an upright apd a tendeft 
heart ; and thus . afpire to rtfcmble Him 
who ever confult^ the good of his crea-* 
tures, and whpfe tender mercies are ovcf 
all his works ? AtiA dareft thou, Who haft 
, been iacrificing unfufpidous innocence to 
thy ioofe pleafuresf thou^ ^who haft been 
difttirbing the repofe of focicty by thJnc 
ambition or craft; thou^ who, to increai^ 
thy treafiires, haft been making the wi* 
dow and the orphan weep y dareft thou 
approach God with thy wor/hip and thy 
prayers^ and entertain the hppe that he 
will look down upon thee in peace ? Will, 
the God of order and juftice accept fuch 
poor cbmpcxi^^ for his violated laws? 
Win the God 6r lovej regard the fei vices 
of one who Is an enemy to his creatures ? 
ShaU a , cojrrup^^^ of the fociety of men 
idTpire to the Ijiabitations o^ pure and blef- 
Jed fpirite?----Believe t^^t faith be 

Icvetb God mujl love his brother cdfo» Ceq/i 
to do evil: learn to do nveli. Seek judg^ 
merU\ relieve the Ppprtjed^ jtidp the far 
. • • - 5 therlefs^ 
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therltfii pkad fir the widow : And then. 
Draw nigh to God^ and be wiU draw nigb 
to thee ; call upon him in the day of trouble^ 
'■ and be will anfwer thee. Thy prayers and 
thine alms fliall then afcend, in joint memo- 
Aal, before the Moft High* 

I HAVE now fiiewn the evil of maiming 
and fplitting religion } of dividing afunder 
two things, which though in theory they 
may be feparated, yet in pradice muft al- 
ways co-exift, if either of them be real, De- 
votion to God and Charity to men. Let 
us confider next the happy efFeds of their 
union. 

Their union forms the confident, the 
graceful, the refpedtable charadier of the 
real Chriftian, the man of true worth. 
If you leave either of them out of your 
fyftem, even though you excel in the 
other, you can fland trial only in one 
point of view. It is only on one fide 
your charader is fair; on the other, it 
will always qpjcn to much reproach* 
And as you dishonour yj^jirfisives, fo you . 

Vol, I. C do 
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SERM. do great injuftice to religion* For, by 
-^'m _ j dividing its parts from one anoth6r, you 
never fail to expofe it to the cenfure of 
the world : And perhaps, by this fort of 
•partial and divided goodnefs, religion has 
fuffered more in the efteem of mankiild, 
*,than by open profligacy. The unbeliever 
will feoff at your piety, when he fees you 
negligent of moral duties* Hie bigot will 
decry all morality, when be fees you pre- 
tending to be a follower of virtue, though 
you be a dcfpifer of God. Whereas he 
who fears God, and is at the fame time 
juft and beneficent to men, exhibits reli- 
gion to the worid with full propriety. It 
.Ihines in his condud with its native fplen- 
dour ; and its rays throw a glory round 
him. His character is above reproach. 
It is at once arpiable and venerable. Ma- 
lice itfelf is afraid to attack him ; and even 
the worft men refpcd and honour him in 
their hearts. 

This too is the man whofe life will be 
.mod peaceful and happy. He who faifs 
jnaterially either in piety or xa virtue, is 
I always 
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sA^yays obnoxipuB tp the anguifli of rc- 
m<?rfe. His partial goodneis may flatter him 
ia the day of fuperficial obfervation j bi|t 
when folitude or diftrefs awakens the powers 
cf refledion^ he fliall be made to feel, that , 
one part of duty performed, atones not for 
another which is negleded. In the mi^ft 
of his prayers, the remembrance of injuftice 
will upbraid him with hypocrify; and in 
jhe diftribution of his alms, the prayers 
Wllich tlje poor put up for him, will make 
him blufh for his negledt of God. Con- 
fcience will fupply the place of the hand 
coming forth to write over againft him on 
the wall, Thou art weighed in the balattce^ 
,iittd art found wanting^. Whereas he who 
holds both faith and a good confcienCe^ who 
attends equally to the difcharge of his duty 
. tp wards God and towards man, enjoys, as 
far as human impqrfedlion allows, the fenfe 
of faimefs and confiftency in condu<fi, of 
. integrity and foundnefs of heart. 

The man of mere morality, is a ftranger 
lo. 9JI the delicate and refined pleafures of 

♦ Dan. V. 27. 

C 2 devotion. 
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devotion. In works of beneficence arid 
mercy, he may enjoy fatisfa^ion. But 
his fatisfadion is deftitute of that glow cdT 
affection, which enliven$ the feelings of 
one who lifts his heart at the fame time 
to the Father of the Univerfe, and confi* 
dcrs himfelf as imitating God. The man 
again who refts folcly in devotion, if that 
devotion open not his heart to humanity, 
not only remains a ftranger to the plea- 
fures of beneficence, but muft often un- 
dergo the pain arifing from bad palfion;* 
But when beneficence and devotion arc 
united, they pour upon the man in whom 
they meet, the full pleafures of a good 
and pure heart. His alms conne£t«4 him 
with men; his prayers with God. * He 
looks without difmay on both worlds. 
All nature has to him a benign a(pe£t. 
If engaged in adive life, he is the 
friend of men; and he is happy in the 
exertions of that friend (hip. If left in 
retirement, he walks among the works of 
nature, as with God. Every objed is en- 
livened to him by the fenfe of the Divine 
3 prefencc* 



Digitized by 



Piety and MQralky. 3) 

prcfcncc. Every where be traces the be- S E R m 
ncficent hand of the Author of nature j i — J-^ 
and every where, with glowing heart, he 
hears and anfwers his fecret voice. When 
he looks up to heaven, he rejoices in the 
thought that there dwells that God whom 
he ferves and honours ; that Saviour in 
whom hie trufts ; that Spirit of grace from 
whofe infpiration his piety and his charity 
flow. When he looks around him on the 
world, he is foothed with the pleafmg re- 
membrance of good (offices which he has 
done, or at leaft has ftudied to do, to many 
who dwell there. How comfortable the 
reflexion, that him no poor map can upr 
braid for having with-held his due ; him 
ho unfortunate man can reprqach for havf 
ing feen and defpifed his fprrowa ; but that 
on his head are defcending the prayers of 
the needy and the aged ; and that the hands 
of thofe whom his protection has fupported, 
or his bounty has fed, are lifted up in fecret 
toblefshim! 

Life, paiTed under- the influence of fuch 
difpofitions, naturally leads to a happy 
C 3 end. 
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end. It is not enough to fay, that faith 
and pii^ty, joined with adiive virtue, con- 
ftitute the requifite preparation for hek- 
ven. They in truth begin the'etijoyriieht 
of heaven. In every Hate of our exiftence,- 
they form the chief ingredients of felicity- 
Hence they are the great marks of Chrift- 
ian regeneration. They are the figna- 
ture of that Holy Spirit, by which good 
meiware faid to be fcaled unto the day of 
redemption. — The text affords a flxiking 
proof of the eftimation in which they are 
held by^ God. Amrdft that infinite va- 
riety of human events which pSfs und^f 
his eye, the prayers and the alni^ of Cor*- 
nelius attracted his particular notke. He 
remarked the amiable difpofitioils which 
rofe in the heart of this good man* Btit 
he faw that they were yet imperfedl, while 
he remained unenKghtentsd by the prin-* 
ciples of the Chriftian religion. In order 
to remove this' obftrtidion to his rifiii^ 
graces, and to bring him to the full know- 
ledge of that God. 'whom he fought to 
honour, /he was favoured with a fuper- 

natural 
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natural Tneffage from heaven. While the S E R 
jMTinces of the earth were left to a<St by th« 
counfels of their own wifdom; while, with- 
out iotcrpofition from above. Generals con- 
quered or fell, according to the viciffitude 
of huttian things ; to this good Centurion 
an angel Was commiffioned from the throne 
ofG^od, • 

What can "I fay more or higher in praife 
of this blefled charadler, than that it is 
what Cod delights to honour ? Men fingle 
put as the objeds of diftindtion, the great, 
the brave, or the renowned, JBut he mip 
fecth not as man feeib^ paffing by ' thole 
qualities which often fhine with falfe fplen- 
dour to human obfervatlon, looks to the 
inward principles of adion ; to thofe prin- 
ciples which form the eflence of a worthy 
charade'r ; and whlcH, if called forth, would 
give birth to whatever is Isiudable or excel- 
lent in condud. — Is there one, though in 
humble ftation or obfcure life, who feareth 
God andworketb righteoufnefs \ whofe pray- 
ers and alms, proceeding in regular unaf- 
feCted tenour, befpeak the upright, the ten- 
C 4 dcr, 
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SERM. der, the devout heart? — Thofc alms and 
1 Ji,_r prayers come up in memorial before that 
God who is no refpeBer of perfons. The 
Almighty beholds him from his throne with 
complacency. Divine illumination is ready 
to inftrud him. Angels minifteii to hinu 
They now mark Mm put oa. earth as their 
future aflbciate ; and for him they make 
ready in paradife, the wbite robesf^ tbt palms ^ 
and the fceptres of the juft. 

To this honour, to this bleflednefs, let 
our hearts continually afpire ; and through- 
put the whole of life, let thofe folemn and 
facred words, with which I conclude, found 
in your ears, and be the great diredory of 
our conduft : Me hath Jbewed tbee^ man^ 
what is good; and what doth the Lord thy 
God require of tbee^ but^o do jujily^ and love 
merey^--^d to walk humbly with thy God 9 
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S E K M O N IL 

On the Influeoce of Religion upon 
Ai>VJERSi^y* 



Psalm xx:vii. 

In the time of troiihfe^ be Jhall bide me in bis . 
paviUon ;{n the fecret of bis tabernacle 
Jhall be biOc 'mei bi^ fhojl me upon 
a rod. 

T HE life of man l»i rfmjs beetit a sERM. 
very mixed ftate^ fuH* of uncertain"; ^ 
ty and viciflitude^ of anxieties and fears. 
In every religious audience, there are many 
who fall under the denomination of the 
unfortunate ; and the reft are ignorant how 
ibon they may be called to join them. For 
the profperity of no man on earth is ftable 
and aflured. Dark clouds may foon gather 

ov«r 
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over the heads of thofe whofe fky is now 
moft bright. In the midft of the deceit- 
ful calm which tbcy enjoy, the ftorm that 
is to overwhelm them has perhaps already- 
begun to ferment. If a man live many 
^ntTy dnd rejvice in them cdl ; yet kt him 
remember the days of darknefs^ for they Jball 
be many 

Hence,, to a tboughtfjU. mind, no ftudy 
can appear more important, than how to 
be fuitably prepared for the misfortunes of 
life; fo as to contemplate them in pro- 
fpe<^ without difmay,' and, if they muft 
befai, to bear . them - without dejection. 
Throughotit-evrry agei tfie'Vifdom of the 
wife, the treafures of the rich, • and the 
power of, the migjbty, have been cmploy- 
cither in guarding their flate againft 
the approach of diftrefs, or in rendering 
themfelv^s lefs vulnerable by its attacks. 
Power has endeavoured to remove advcr- 
fity to a diftance. Philofbphy has ftudied^ 
when it drew nigh, to conquer it by pa- 
tience J and Wealth has fought out every 

* Ecckr. xi. 8. 

pleafure 
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pleafiire tTiat can compenfate or alleviate SfefeMF. 
pain. u -/-'-jf 

While the "^ifdotn of the ^ori^ is thus 
occupied, religion has b^h tio lefa atten-** 
tive to the fame important ohje&. It in-^ 
forms us in the text, of a punjiiion which 
God ereds* to ihelter his fervants in tht 
time of'traubley of a ficret place in his tahar^ * 
nacle^ into which he brings them, of a 
rMk en which be fets them up ; and clfc* 
where he tells iis, of a Jbield and a buciler 
which he fpreads before them^ to covtr 
them from the terrour by nigbt^ and tht 
row that fiieth by day.' Nowj Of 'What 
nature are thc^ inftrunpients of defence, 
which God is reprcfented as providing 
with fuch foHcitous care for thofe who 
fear him? Has he reared, up any bul- 
warks, impregnable by, misfortune, in 
order to feparate the pious and virtuous 
from the reft of mankind, and to. fcreeii 
them from the common difafters of life ? 
No : To thofe difafters. we behold them 
liable no lefs than others. The defence 
which religion provides, is altogethef of 

an 
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an internal Idnd. It is the heart, not the 
«^ outward ftate, which it profefTes to guard. 
When the time of trouble comes, as come it 
mud to all, it places good men under the 
favilion of the Almighty, by afFording- 
them that fecurity and peace which arifc 
from the belief of divine protection. It 
brings them into the fecret of bis tabernacle^ 
by opening to them fources of confolation 
which arc hidden from others. By that 
ftrength of mind with which it endows 
them, // fets them up upon a rocly againft 
which the tempeft may violently beat, but 
which it cannot fhake. 

How far the comforts proceeding from 
religion merit thofe hij^h titles under 
which they are here figuratively defcribed, 
I lhall in this difcourfe endeavour to 
ihow. I fliall for this end compare toge- 
ther the fituation of bad men, and that of 
the good, when both are fufFcring . the 
misfortunes of life ; . and then make jfuch 
improvement as the fubjedJ; will , naturally 
fuggeft, 

L Rei^igion 
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I. Religion prepares the mind for en- SE^M* 
countering, with fortitude, the raoft leverc - J _j 
ihocks of adverfity ; whereas vice, by its 
natural influence on the temper, tends to 
produce dejedion under the ilighteft trials« 
While worldly men enlarge their poflef- 
Hons, and extend their connections, they 
imagine that they are ftreqgthening them- 
felves againft all the poffible viciffitudes of 
life. They fay in their hearts. My moun^ 
tain Jiands Jirong^ and IJball never be mov^ 
ed^ But fo fatal is their delufion, that, in* 
ftead of ftrengthening, they are weakening 
that which only can iupport them when 
thofe vicilfitudes come. It is their mind 
which muft theii fupport them ; and their 
mind, by their fenfual attachments, is cor* 
rupted and enfeebled* Addi£led with in- ^ 
temperate fondnefs to the pleafures of the 
world, they incur two great and certain 
evils ; they both exclude thamfelves from 
every refource except the world ; and they 
increafe their fenfibility to every blow which 
comes upon them from that quarter* 

They 
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SERM. xiiey have neither prificiples nor tern- 
per which cari (land the aflault of trouble. 
Th6y have no principles which lead them 
CO look beyond the ordinary rotation of 
events; an4 therefore, when misfertunes 
involve them, the profped muft be com- 
fortlefe on every lide« Their crimes have 
difqualiikd them from looking up tx) the 
aififtance of any higher power than their 
own ability, or for relying on any better 
jguide than their own wifdom. And as 
fromi priaciple they can derive no fup-* 
port, fo in a temper corrupted by pro- 
fpcrity they find no relief. They have 
loft that jmodefatioa of ixund which en- 
abl^is a w^e ro^n to accommodate himfelf 
to his fttu^tlon. Long fed with falfe ' 
^ hopes, they are .exafperated and ftung by 
.every difappointment. Luxurious and ef- 
feminate, they can bear no uneafmefs. 
Proud and prefumptuous, they can brook ' 
.no opp4)fition. By nourifliing dilpofitioos ■ 
.which fo little fuit this uncertain ftate, 
they have infufed a double portion of bit- 
tcmefs into the cup of woe j they have 

fliarpened 
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IKafpeifefi ffee"edg6 of tfeat fword whitihis 8* 
lifted op to fmittf tfeem* ^ Stringers to all 
the temperate fatlsfititiofts of a good and a 
pure mind ; ftrangerfe to every pleafure ex- 
cept What "^as feafoned by vice or vanity, 
their adv€rfity is to the Ia(l degree difcon- 
folate. Health and opulence were the two 
pillars 051 which th^y refted. Shake either 
of tliem ; and their whole edifice t>f hope 
and comfort falls. Proftrate and fcsrlom, 
they are left on the ground ; obliged to 
join with the man of Ephraim in his ab- 
jedl lamentation, Tbty have taken au^y my 
godsy which I have madc^ and what have I 
more* ? — Such are the caufes to which we 
muft afcrlbe the broken fpitite, the pcevifli 
temper, and impatient paffions, that fo often 
attend the declining age, or falling forttmes 
of vicious men. 

But how different is the condition of a 
truly good man in thofc trying fitiaations 
. of life ! Religion had gradually prepared 
his mind for all the events of this incon- 
ilant ilate. It had intruded him in the 

• Judges, xviii. Z4, 

nature 
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**1L**' ^^^^ happincffi. It had early 

wyi^ weaned him from the undue love of the 
world, by difcoyering to him its vanity, 
and by fetting higher profpedls in his 
view. Afflidions do not attack him by 
fbrprife, and therefore do not overwhelm 
him. He was equipped for the ftorm, as 
well as the calm, in this dubious naviga*- 
tion of life. Under thofe conditions he 
knew himfelf to be brought hither, that 
he was not to retain always the enjoy- 
ment of what he loved : And therefore he 
is not overcome by difappointment, when 
that which is mortal, dies ; when^ that 
which is mutable, begins to change ; and 
when that which he knew to be tranfient, 
pafTes away* 

9 AH the principles which religion teaches, 

and all the habits which it forms, are fa- 
vourable to ftrength of mind. It will be 
found, that whatever purifies, fortifies 
alfo the hearti In the courfe of living 
rigbteoujly^ foberly^ and godly ^ a good man 
acquires a fteady and well-governed (pi- 
rit. Trained, by Divine grace, to enjoy 

with 
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^ith moderation the advantages of the 
Worlds neitlier lifted up by fuccefs, nor 
, enervated with fenfuality, he meets the 
. changes in his lot without Unmanly de-^ 
. jedion. He is inured to temperance and 
\ reftraint. He has learned firmnefs and 
I felf-command. He is accuflomed to 
look up to that Supreme Providence^ 
which difpofes , of human affairs, not 
with reverence only, but with truft and 
hope. 

The time of profperity was to him not 
merely a feafon of barren joy, but pfo- 
dudive of much ufeful improvement. 
He had cultivated his mind. He had 
ftored it with ufefui knowledge, with 
good principles, and virtuous difpofi^^ 
tions. Thefe refources remain entire, 
when the days of trouble come. They 
remain with him in fickneft, as in 
..health} in poverty, as in the midft of 
^ riches ; in his dark and fclitary hours, 
'.no . lefs than when furrounded with 
friqnds and gay fociety. . From, the glare 
of profperity, he can, .without dejedion, 
. Vol. L ' D withdW 
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withdraw into the fliade. Excluded from' 
feveral advantages of the world, he may 
be obliged to retreat into a narrower 
circle J but within that circle he will find 
many comforts left. His chief pleafures 
were always of the calm, innocent, and 
temperate kind; and over thefe, the 
changes of the world have the leaft power*^ 
His mind is a kingdomr to him ; and he s 
iran ftill enjoy it. The world did not 
beftow upon him all his enjoyments; and 
therefore it is not in the power of the 
world, by its moft cruel attacks, to carry 
them all away. 

- II. The diftrefles of life are alleviated 
to good men, by reflexions on their paft- 
^ondu£t ; while^ by fuch refledions, they 
are highly aggravated to the bad. During' 
the gay and adtive periods of life, finners^ 
elude, in fome meafure, the force of con- 
Icience. Carried round in the whirl of 
affairs and pleafures ; intent on contriv-* 
ance, or eager in putfuit ; amufed by hope,., 
pr elated by enjoyment j they are ihelteredy \ 

by 
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by that crowd of trifles which furroUnds SE^RM. 
Ihem, from ferioiis thought. But con- ^^^^ w 
fcience is too great a power to remain 
always fupprefled. There is in every 
' man's life, a period when he fliall be 
made to ftand forth as a feal objedt to 
his own view: And when that period 
tomes, Wo to hini who is galled by the 
fight I In the dafk and foUtary hour of^ 
diftrefs, with a mind hurt and fore from 
Ibme recent wound of fortune^ how fhall 
he bear to have his charader for the firft 
time difclofed to him, in that humiliating 
light under which guilt will necelTarily 
prefent it ? Then, the recoliedion of the 
paft becomes dreadful. It exhibits to hini 
a life thrown away on vanities and follies^ 
or confumdd in flagitioufnefs and fin ; no 
ftation properly fupported ; no material 
duties fulfilled. Grimes which once had 
been eafily palliated, rife before iiim in 
their native deformity. The fenfe of guilt 
mixes itfelf with all that has befallen him^ 
lie beholds, or thinks that he beholds, 
iht hand of the God whom he hath of- 
D 2 fended, 
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s E R M. fended, openly ftretched out agalnft him# 
s^ -J-^ — At a feafon when a man ftands moft in 
need of fupport, how intolerable is the 
weight of this additional load, aggravat- 
ing the depreffion of difeafe, difappoint- 
ment, or old age ! How miferable his 
ftate, who is condemned to endure at once 
the pangs of guilt, and the vexations of 
calamity ! The fpirtt of a man may fujiain 
bis infirmities ; but a wounded fpirit^ who 
can bear ? 

Whereas, he who is bleflfed with a clear 
confcience, enjoys, in the worft conjunc- 
tures of human life, a peace, a dignity, 
an elevation of mind peculiar to virtue. 
The teftimony of a good confcience is 
indeed to be always diftinguifhed from 
that prefumptuous bOaft of innocence, 
' which every good Chriftian totally dif- 
claims. The better he is, he will be the 
more humble, and fenlible of his failings. 
But though he acknowledge that he can 
claim nothing * from God upon the foot-f 
ing of defert, yet he can truft in his mer- 
ciful acceptance through Jefus Chrift, ac- 
cording 
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cording to the terms of the golpel. He SE^RM. 
can hope that his prayers and his alms w v " - «^ 
have come up in memorial before God. The. 
piety and virtue of his former life were 
as feeds fown in his profperous ftate, of 
which he reaps the fruits in the feafon of 
adverfity. The riches, the pleafures, and 
the friends of the world, may have made 
wings to themfelvesy and jlown away. But 
the improvement which he 'made of thofe 
advantages while they lafted, the tempe- 
rate fpirit with which he enjoyed them, 
the beneficent adions which he perform*- 
ed, and the good example which he fet to 
others, remain behind. By the memory 
of thefe, he enjoys his profperity a fe^* 
cond time in refledlion ; and perhaps thig 
fecond and refleded enjoyment is not in- 
feriour to the firft. It arrives at a more 
critical and needful time, It affords him 
the high fatisfadlion of having extracted 
lafting pleafure from that which is fliort j 
^nd of having fixed that which by its 
nature was changing. — " If my race be 
f* now about to end, I have this com?- 
D 3 fort, 
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s E R M. « fQj-f^ that it has not been run \n vain. 

I have fought the gQo4 fight ; I have kept^ 
the faith. My mind has no load. Fu- 
turity ba$ no terrours. I have endea- 
voured to do my duty, and to make 
my peace with God. I leave the reft 
^* to Hpaven.'^ Thefe are the refledions 
which to the upright make light arife in 
darknefs ; refle<3:iorts which cheer the 
lonely houfe of virtuous poverty, and at- 
• tend the confcienticus fufFerer into priign 
or exile ; which fopth the complaints of 
grief, lighten tl^e preffure of old age, and 
furnifti to the bed of ficknefs, a cordial 
of more grateful relifh, and more fove- 
reign virtue, than any which the world 
can afford, 

Look abroad into life, and you wili 
find the general fenfe of mankind bearing 
witnefs to this important truth, that mind 
is fuperiour to fortune th^t what one 
feels within, is of much grcater importance 
than all that befals him without. Let a. 
man be brought into fome fuch fevere 
, and trj^ing fituatioii, as fixes the attention 
'''' ^ ^ of 
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x£ the. public on his behaviour. The firft 
queftion which we put concerning him, 
is not. What does he fuffer ? but. How 
<ioes he bear it ? Has he a quiet mind ? 
.or, Does he appear to be unhappy within } 
If we judge him to be compofed and 
iirm, refigned to Providence, and fup- 
ported by confcious integrity, his charac'- 
ter rifes, and his mifery leflens in our 
view. We efteem and admire, rather than 
pity him. Recoiled what holy men have 
endured for the fake of confcience, an^ 
with what cheerfulnefs they have fufFered. 
On the other hand, when confcience has 
.concurred with outward misfortunes in diC- 
trefling the guilty, think of the dreadfiil 
confequences- which have enfued. How 
often, upon a reverfe of fortune, after 
abufed profperity, have they madly hur^ 
fied themfelves over that prtecipicc from 
which there is no return; and, in what 
nature moft abhors, the voluntary extinc-r- 
tion of life, have fought relief from that 
torment of refledion, which was become 
|:oo great for them to bear .? 

P f Nev?}- 
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Never then allow yourfelvcs to imagine, 
that misfortunes alone form the chief 
mifery of man. None but the guilty are 
completely miferable. The mifgiving and 
diftruft, the accufations and reproaches of 
their minds, the fenfc of having drawn 
Oqwn upon their heads the evils which 
tliey fufFer, and the terrifying expedation 
of more and worfe evils to come; thefe 
are the eflential ingredients of human 
mifery. They not only whet the edge, 
but they envenom the darts of afflidion, 
and add poifon to the wound. Whereas, 
^vhen misfortunes aflail a good man, they 
carry no fuch fatal auxiliaries in their train. 
They may ruffle the furface of his foul; 
but there is a ftrength within, which refifts 
their farther impreflion. The conftitution 
of his mind is found. The world can 
infiid upon it no wpunds, but what admit 
of cure. 

IIL \hi, men, in the time of trouble, 
can look up to no protedor ; while good 
paea commit themfelyes^ with truft an^ 

hope^ 
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hope, to the care of Heaven. The hti- SERM, j 
man mind,, naturally feeble, is made to ^-^^l-j 
feel all its weakncfs by the preflure of 
adverfity. Dejeded with evils which 
overpower its ftrength, it relies no longer 
on itfel£ It calls every where around, a 
wifliing, exploring eye, for fome flielter to 
fcreen, fome power to uphold it ; and if, 
when abandoned by the world, it can 
find nothing to which it may fly in the 
room of the world, its ftate is truly for- 
lorn. Now, whither fliould the ungodly, 
in this fituation, turn for ^aid ? After hav- 
ing contended with the ftorms of adverfc 
fortune till their fpirits are exhaufted^ 
gladly would they retreat at laft to the 
fanduary of religion. But that fandtuary 
is fhut againft them ; nay, it is environed 
with terrours. They behold there, not a 
Protedor to whom they can fly, but a 
Judge whom tbey dread ; and in thofc 
momenta when they ' need his friendfhip 
the moft, they are reduced to deprecate 
Jiis wrath. If he once called when tbey 
re^tifedy and Jlretched ofit bis bands wi^en 
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S^RM. they would not regard^ l^ow much reafoa 
have they to fear that ie will leave theixi 
now to eat the fruit of their own ways^ 
and to be filed with their own devices; 
that he will laugh at their calamity^ and 
mock when their fear cometh ? 

But of all the thoughts whic^ c^n enter 
into the mmd, in the feafon of diftrefs, 
the belief of an intereft in his favour 
who rules the world is the moft foothing. 
Every form of religion has afforded to 
virtuous men fome degree of this confola- 
tion. But it was referved' for the Chrift- 
ian revelation, to carry it to its higheft 
point. For it is the dire£t fcope of that 
revelation, to accommodate itfelf to the 
circumftances of man, under two main 
views ; as guilty in the fight of God, * • 
and as ftruggling with the evils of the 
world. Under the former, it difcovers 
• to him a Mediator and an atonement; 
under the latter, it promifes him the 
Spirit of grace and confolation. It is a 
fyftem of complete relief, extending from 
pur fpiritual to our temporal diftrefles. 
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£inie hand which holds out forgive- S 
p^fs to the penitent, and affiftance to the v_ 
frail, difpenfes comfort and hopje to the 
^fliidied. 

It defervps ypur particular notice, in 
this view, that there is np character 
jvhich God more frequently affumes tq 
himfelf in the facred writings, than that 
of the Patron of the diftrefled, Compaf- 
fioa is that attribute of his nature which 
he has chofen to place in the greateft va- 
riety of lights, on purpofe that he might 
accommodate his majefty to our weak- 
nefs, and providf a cbrdial for human 
griefs. He is the hearer of all prayers; 
but with particular attention he is repre- 
fented as lifteuing tp the cry of the poor^ 
and re^ardin^ the prjayer of the dejiitute. 
All his creatures he governs with juftice 
and wifdom; but he takes to himfelf, in. 
a fpecial manner, the charge of executing 
judgment for the opprejfed^ of pretesting the 
Jiranger^ of delivering him who bath no ' 
helper from the hand of the fpoiler^ For the 
oppreffion of the poor^ and for the fghing of 
- ' ' the 
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SERM. the needy ^ will I arife^ faith tb^ Lord^ to 
v^-y,4 fet him in fofety from bim that puffcth at 
bim. He is the Father of the fatberlefs^ and 
the Judge of the widow^ in bis holy habi-- 
tatlon. He raifeth tbern up that are bowed 
down. He dwelleth with the contrite. He 
bealetb the broken in heart. For be know-* 
eth our frame ; be rememberetb tlmt we 
are dufl"^. — If the wifdom of his provi- 
dence faw it neceflary to place fo many 
of his creatures in an afBided ft ate, that 
ftate, however, he commiferates. He 
difdains not to point out himfelf as the 
refuge of the virtuous and pious ; and to 
invite them, amidft all their troubles,* to 
pour out their hearts before him. Thofe 
circumftances which eftrange others from 
them, intereft him the more in their fitu- 
ation. The negleft or fcorn of the world 
expofes them not to any contempt in his 
fight. No obfcurity conceals them from 
his notke ; and though they fhould be 
forgotten by every friend on earth, they 

* P/al. W. 8. — cii. ij.— CJilvi. 7.— !:;viii. 5»— cxivii. 3* 
r-dii. 14. Si-'*". 

are 
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are remembered by the God of heaven. SERm. 
That figh, heaved from the afflidled bo- ^ ^ -.ji 
fom, which is heard by no human ear, is 
liftened to by him ; and that tear is re- 
marked, which falls unnoticed or defpifed 
by the world. 

Such views of the Supreme Being im- 
part the moft fenfible confolation to every 
pious heart. They prefent his admini- 
ftration under an afpefk fo mild and be- 
nign, as in a great mcafure to difperfe 
the gloom which hangs over human life. 
A good man adts with a vigour, and fuf- 
fers with a patience more than human, 
when he believes himfelf countenanced 
by the Almighty. Injured or opprefled 
by the world, he looks up to a Judge 
who will vindicate his caufe; he appeals 
to a Witnefs who knows his integrity; 
he commits himfelf to a Friend who will 
never forfake him. When tired with the 
vexations of life, devotion opens to him 
its quiet retreat, where the tumults of the 
world are hufhed, and its cares are lofl in 
happy oblivion J where the wicked aafe 

ffOM 
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S E^R M; from troubling^ and the weary are at rejli 
There hi^ mind regains its ferenity; the 
agitation of paffion is calmed j and a 
foftenihg balm is infufed into the wounds 
of the fpirit. . Difclofmg to ah iiivifible 
Friend thofe fecret griefs which he has 
no encouragement to make known to the 
tvorld, his heart is lightened. He does 
not feel himfelf folitary or forfaken. He 
believes God to be prefent with hiiji, and 
the Holy Ghoft to be the infpirer of his 
confolations. From that fecret place of 
the divine tabernacle^ into which the Text 
teprefents him as admitted^ he hears this 
voice iflue, Call upon me in the day of 
trouble y and I will anfwer thee. Fear not; 
for I am with thee. Be not difmayed ; for 
T am thy God. And as he heafs a voice 
^hich fpeaJcs to none but the pure iri 
heart, fo he beholds ^ hand which finners 
cannot fee. He beholds the hand of 
frovidetice condudiftg all the hidden 
fprinps and movements of the tiniverfej 
and -with a fecret, but unerring operation^ 
dirediog every event towards the happi- 
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ticfs of the righteous. Thofe affii<9:ions SERM* 
tvhich appear to others the meflengers of y_ - ^/ 
the wrath of Heaven, appear to him the 
•jninifters of fandkification and wifdom* 
Where they difcern nothing but the hor- 
^ours of the tempeft which furrounds 
them, his more enlightened eye beholds 
the angel who rides in the whirlwind,, 
and diredls the ftorm. Hence a peace 
keeping the mind and hearty which is no^ 
where to be found but under the pavilion of 
she Almighty. 

IV» GooB men are comforted imdcr 
their troubles by the hope of Heaven > 
while bad men are not only deprived o£ 
this hope, but drftreffed with fears arifmg: 
from a future ftat^ The foul of man 
can never diveft inelf wholly of anxiety 
about its fate hereafter. There are hours 
when even t© the profperous, in the midft. 
ef their pleafures, eternity is an awfut 
thought. But much more when thofe' 
pleafiu-es, one after anotlier, begin to*^ 
wkhdfaw ; when life alters its forms, ancf . 



becomes 
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s becomes dark and cheerlefs ; when it'§ 

i„— y^^j changes 'warn the moft inconfiderate, that 
what is fo mutable will foon pafs entirely* 
away; then with pungent eafrieftnefsi 
' comes home that queftion to the heart. 
Into what world are we next to go ? — — - 
How miferable the man, wha, under the 
diftradions of calamity, hangs doubtful' 
about an event which fo nearly concerns 
him ; who^ in the midft of doubts and 
anxieties, approaching to that awful 
boundary which feparates this world fromi 
the next, fhudders at the dark profpefl: 
before him ; wifhing to exift after death, 
and yet afraid of that exiftence ; catching ' 
at every feeble hope which fuperftition 
can afford him, and tremblingj in the 
fame moment, from reflection .upon his^ 
crimes ! 

But blefled be God who hath brought 
life and immortality to light ; "who hath not 
only brought them to light, but fecured 
them to good men; and by the death' and 
refurredlion of Jefus Chrift, hath begotten 
them unto the lively hope of an inheritance 
6 incorrupiible^ 
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Incorruptible^ undejiled^ and that fadeth not %t 
away. ■ Juftly is this hope ftyled in fcrip- ^ 
ture, the anchor of the foul^ both fure and 
ftedfajl. For what an anchor to a (hip 
in a dili^k night, on an unkndwn coaft^ 
and amidil d boifterous ocean, that is 
tins hope to the foul when diftraded by 
the confufions of the world. In danger, 
it gives fecurlty ; amidft general fludiua- 
tion, it affords one fixed point of reft. It 
is indeed the moft ertiineiit of all the ad- 
vantages which religion now confers. For^ 
confider the mighty power of hope over 
the human miild. It is the univerfal com* 
forter. It is the fpring of all human ac-* 
tivity. Upon futurity, men are conftantly 
fufpended. Animated by the profpcft of 
fame diftatit good, they toil and fuffer 
through the whole courfe of life ; and it is 
not fo much what they are at prefent, as 
wlmt they hope to be in fome after^time, 
that enlivens their motions, fixes attention^ 
and ftimulates induftry. Now, if, in the 
common affairs of life, fuch is the energy 
of hope^ even when its objedl is neither 
Vol, L E very 
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SERMi very cbrifidcrable, nor v6ry certain; wfeal 
effects may it iiot lie expeftcd to produce) 
When it rcfts upon an pbje£k fo fpleildid 
a life of immortal felicity? Wire thi* Hop* 
iihtertiine^ with that full perfaauoh WHicH 
Ghriftian faith demands, it Woiild^ lit truth| ; 
not merely alleviate, but totally annihilate 
^11 human miferies. It i^ould baniih diP 
content^ ^xtiiiguifh grieffj and ftlfpehd th* 
very feeling of paih* 

But allowing for tfee tiiixtiite of ktimaii 
ifrailty; ailmitting thofe abatements whicK 
our imperfe£l:ion riiakbs upon tlife effdS of 
fevery religious principle, ftill ybtl find) 
that, in prdpbrtiorl to thfe degree iil tHikH 
the hope of Heaven operates iipbti gbbd 
nien, they will be ttanquil tlhder differ* 
ings; nay; they will bie happy^ ih com-S' 
parifon of thofe who enjoy no fuch relief* 
What indeed, in the coiirfe of human 
;i^irs;^ is fufficient to diftrefs; fat lefs to 
overwhelm, the mind of that man who 
can look down on all human things froni 
an elevation fo much above thiem? He is 
only a pafTenger through this woHd» Hci 

is 
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is travelling to 9- happicj: country. How SERM; 
difagreeable foever the occurrences of hia ^ ^ 
journey may be^ yfet at every ftagc of that 
. journey, he receives the affurance that he 
is drawing nearer and hearer to the period 0^ 
teft and felfcity.-^Endure, and thou fhalt 
overcome. PfetfeVcre^ and thou fhalt be 
fuccefsfuh The time of trial haftens to a 
dofe. Thy manfibn is prepared above; 
thy reft rBihaineth among the people of 
God. The diforders' which vice has intro^ 
duced into tht y»roA& of God, are about to 
tesrmioate; and all tears are foon to be 
wiped away from the eyes of the juft.— 
The firm afluraiuie of this hap]py concluiion 
to the Vexations and the vanities of life, 
wo£ks a greater dSkOt on the fmcere illi- 
terate Chriftian, than all the refinements of 
philofpphy can work on the moft learned 
Infidel. Thefe may gratify the mind that 
if ateafe; may footh the heart when flight-^ 
ly difcompofed; but when it is fore and 
deeply torn, when bereaved of its beft 
and moft beloved comforts^ the only cori- 
folations that can then find accefs, arife 
£ a i^ott 
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from the hope of a better world ; where 
thofe comforts fhall be again reftored ; and 
all the virtuous fhall be aflembled, in the 
prefence of him who made them. Sudi 
hopes banifh that dcfpair which over-^ 
whelms, and leave only that tender melan-» 1 
choly which foftens the heart, and often j 
renders the whole charafter more gentle ] 
and amiable. 

^ Of this nature are the refources which 
religion provides for good men. By its 
previous difcipline, it trains them to for- 
titude } by the reflexions of a good con- 
fcience it fooths, by the fenfe of Divine 
favour it fupports them ; and when every 
comfort fails them on earth, it cheers 
them with the hope of heaven. Diftin- 
guifliing his fervants with fuch advantages, 
God is juftly faid to ere£t bis pavilion over 
them in the evil time. He not only Jpreads 
a tent for them in the njoildernefs^ but he 
transforms in fome meafure the ftate of- 
nature around them. To ufe the beautiful 
language of ancient prophecy; In the de^ 
I fart^ 
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/arty the tbtrfty lanJy where no water is^ SEKM. 
be openetb fprings. Infiead of the tbom^ J 
be maketb the Jir-^tree to come up ; injlead of 
tbe briar y tbe myrtle to fpring. In midjl of 
tbe habitation of dragons ^ be maketb green 
pqftures rife^ and fill waters flow around 
bis peoplcm 

The improvement to be made of thefc 
truths is as obvious as it is important. 
Let us ftudy fo to condudt our lives, that 
we may be qualified for deriving fuch con- 
solations from religion, lb their reality, 
and their importance, all mankind bear 
wituefs. For no fooner are they overtaken 
by diftrafs, than to religion they fly. 
This, throughout every age, has been the 
univerial Ihelter which the young and the 
old, the high and the low, the giddy and 
the ferious, have fought to gain, as foon 
as they found that reft could be no where 
clfe procured for the weary bead, or the 
aching heart. But amidft thofe multitudes 
that crowd to religion for relief, how few 
are entitled to approach that laqrcd fource 
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s E^R M. pf comfort ? On what feeble props do thejr 
w.-yiw hopes and pretenfions reft! How muck 
fuperftition mingles with tha^ religion to 
which men are driven by diftrefc and fear I 
— You muft firft ^ply to it as |he guide of V 
life^ before you can Ij^ave recourfe to it as ^ 
the refuge of forrow. You muft fubmit 
to its legiilative authority, aj^d experience 
its renewing influence^ before you can look 
for its cpnfplatory effe^ You muft fccure 
the teftimony of a gopd confcience^ and 
peac6 with God through Jeftis Chriftj 
otherwife, ^^ben the floods Jball come^ and 
the rains defcetid^ and the winds blow^ th^ 
houfe which you had prc^ofed iox your 
retreat, flxall prove the houfe founded on tbi 
fand^ not on the rock. 

There are two plans, and there are but 
two, on which any man can propbfe to 
condu£k bimfelf through the dangers and 
diftreiTes of human life. The one is the 
plan of worldly wifdom; the other, that 
of determined adherence to confcience* 
He who ads upon the former, lays priu* 
ciple afide, and trufts his tiefence to his art 

and 
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and ability. He avails himfelf of every 
advantage which his knowledge of the world 
fttggefts. He attends to nothing but what 
lie coniiders sis bis intereft; and, uncon- 
fined by cqi^fqler^ce, gurfues it by every 
courfe which promifes him fuccefs. Tfaid 
plan^ though top pft€n adopted, will be 
jbundy on tri/^1^ jnefFe^Ual and deceitful. 
For human ability is an unequal match for 
^he violent and iinforefepn viciflitudes of the 
world. When thefc torrejits rife in dieir 
might, they fwcep away va^ ^ moment the 
banks which ^prldly wifdow liad reared 
for defence, an4 oyerwheln^ alike the crafty 
jmd the frtleffi^ In in?an time, per* 
fons of this charaftcr condemn themfelve$ 
to live a moft iipquiet life. T^ey pafs their 
^ays in perp^al anxiety^ liftening to every 
motion ; ftartled by every alarm j changing 
their meafurcs on every new occurrence; 
and when diftrefs breaks in over all their 
defences, they are left under it, hopelefs 
and difconfolate. 

The plan which, in opppfition to this, 
religion recommends, as both more honour- 
E 4 • able 
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s E R M. able in itfelf, and more cffedual for fecu- 
- J ' rity, is, at all hazards, to do your duty, and 
to leave the confequences to God. Let 
him who would ad: upon this plan, adopt 
for the rule of his condud: that maxim of 
the Pfalmift's, Triffi in the LorJy and do 
good'^n To firm integrity, let him join a 
humble reliance on God. Let his adherence 
to duty encourage his religious truft. Let 
his. religious truft infpire him with forti- 
tude in the perform^ce of his duty. Let 
him know no path but the ftraight and 
diredl one. In the raoft critical moments 
of adion, let him afk no further queftions, 
than, What is the right, the fit, the worthy 
part ? How as a man, and as ji Chriftian, 
it becomes bim to ^d ? Having received the 
decifton of conference, let him commit bis 
way untQ the Lord^ Let him, withoiit 
trepidation or wavering, proceed in dif- 
charging his duty ; refohred, that though 
the world may make him imfortunate, it 
ftiall never make him bafe ; and confiding, 
t^t in what God and his confcience re- 

quire 
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quire him to adl or fufier, God and a good S E R M. 

Gonfcience will fupport him. Such prin- ^ 

ciples as thefe, are the bell preparation for 
the viciflitudes of the human lot. They 
«e the fhield of inward peace. He who 
thinks and afb thus, ihall be expofed to 
no wounds but what religion can cure* 
He may feel the blows of adv^rfity ; but 
he fliall not know the wounds of the 
bwrt. 
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SERMON III. 

On the Influence of Rkligion upcxa 
Prosperity. 



Psalm i, 3. 

Ik JbaU bfi like a tree planted by the> rivers 
ef water y that brlngetb forth bis fruit in 
bis feafon ; bis leaf alfo Jhall not witber^ 
^nd wbatfoever be dotb Jhall profper^ 

S5RM. ' ■ ^HE happy inflvence/ of religion 
V ^^'_f X upon human life, in the time of 
adverfity, has b,een confidered in the pre- 
ceding difcourfe. Concerning this the fen- 
timents pf men are more generally agreec^ 
than with refpedk to fpme other preroga- 
tives which religion clain^s. They very, 
readily affign to it the office of a Comforter, 
But as long as their ftate i^ profperous, 
they are apt to account it an unncceffary 

gueft. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Dp the hjluence^ ^c. 



gueft, perhaps an unwelcome iotruden 8ERM. 
Let us tiox be thus unjuft to religion, nor y,,^l' f 
confine its importance to one period only 
in the life of map, It was never intended 
to be merely th^ nurfe of llcknefs, and thp 
ftalF of old age. I purpofe now to fliow 
you, That it \% no Icfs eflential to the eh? 
joyment of piK^fperity, than to the comfort 
frf^ advctlity : That profperity i§ profperous, 
if w€ may he allowed the expreflion, to a 
good m?!.n only j and that to every other 
pgrfon^ it wil44>rove, notwithftanding its fair 
appearance, a barren and joylefe ftate. 

The Pfalmift, in the Text, by an image 
takien from oiie pf the moft beautiful ob- 
jedts in nature, defcribes a man who flou- 
riflies in full profperity. But to whom is 
the defcriptioii limited ? To him, as the 
J)receding verfes inform us, that watketb 
ko$ in the councii of the ungodly^ nor Jland^ 
€th in tbt njoay of Jinners^ nor Jittetb in tbt 
feat of the fcornful^ hut bath bis delight in 
tbe law cf God.- He only is like the tree 
planted by tbe rivets of water ; whilft the 
ungodly^ as he stdds, are not fo ; but how 
4 profperous 
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SERM, profperous foever they may appear to the 
world, are in truth but like the chaff which 
the wind drivetb away. In confirmation 
of this dodrine, I fhall lay before you, 
fome of thofe circumftances v^hich diftin- 
guifh the profperity of the good man be- 
yond that of the fmner ; and fh?ill conclude, 
with pointing out the dangers and luiferies 
into which the^^ latter is apt to be betrayed, 
by his favourable fxtuation in the world. 



. I. Piety, and gratitude to God^ con- 
tribute in a high »degree to enliven pro-- 
Iperity. Gratitude is a pleafmg. emotion. 
The fenfe of being diftinguifl\ed by the 
kindnefs of another, gladdens the heart, 
warms it with reciprocal aflFeftion, an4 
gives to any poffeffion, which is agreeable 
;n itfeif, z double reliib, from its being 
the gift of a friend* Favours conferred 
by men, I acknowledge, may prove bur-* 
denfome, ^ For human virtue is never per- 
jfedt ; and fometimes unreafonable expecta- 
tions on the one fide, fometimes a morti- 
fying fenfe of dependence on the other, 

corrode 
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corrode in fecret the pleafure of benefits, SFRif. 
and convert the obligations of friendfliip . ' 
into grounds of jealoufy. But nothing of 
this kind can- affc<9: the intercourfe of gra- 
titude with heaven. Its favours^ are v^holly 
difinterefted ; and with a gratitude the 
moft cordial and unfufpicious, a good man 
tooks up to that Almighty Benefador, who 
aims at no end but the happinefs of thofe 
whom he blefles, and who defires no re- 
turn from them but a devout and thankful 
heart. While others can trace their pro- 
fperity to no higher fource than a concur- 
rence of worldly caufes, and, ' often^ of 
mean or trifling incidents, which occafion- 
dly • favoured their defigns ; with what 
fuperiour fatisfadtion does the fervant of 
God remark the hand cf that gracious 
Power which hath raifed him up; which 
hath happily conduced him through the 
various fteps of life, and crowned him with 
the mj^ft favourable difUndion beyond his 
equals ? 

Let us farther confider, that not only- 
gratitude for the paft, but a cheering fenfe 

of 
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S^^R^. of Gbd^s favour at the prefent, enter liitc^ 
w the pioUs emotion. They arc only the 
Virtuous^ who in their jpr&fp^fOUs <Uya 
hear this voice addreffcd tb theih^ Go thy 
wayy eat thy bread ivith joy^ and drink thy 
wine with a merry hearty foir G^d now 
ncceptetb thy works'^. He who is the 
Author of their profperity, gives them A 
title to enjoyi with complacency, his own 
gift. While bad men fnatch the pleafures 
of the world as By fteaith, without counter 
nance from God the proprietOf of the 
world J the righteous lit ojpenly down to 
the feift of life, under the fmile of ap-*^ 
proving Heaved* No guilty feat* damp 
their joysk The bleflihg of God refts upon 
all that they poffefs ; his protCftion fur* 
rounds them; and hencej in the babUa^ 
tio7is of the righteous^ is found the nmce (f 
rejoicing and falvation. A luftrc unknown 
to others, invefts^ in their fight, the whole 
face of nature. Their piety refledts a fun- 
Ihine from heaven upon the profperity of 
the world J unites in one point of view, 

* Ecclefk ix. 7. 
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t^c fmiUng afped, both of tha powers ^^jj^^ 
above^ and of the bbjeds below. Not u^^^v^ 
only have they as full a relifk as others^ of 
khe iaiioccnt pleafures of life, but, ioibre* 
bvcr^ in thcife they hold communion with 
Godk in all that is good Or fair^ they trace 
iiis hand. From the beauties of natUrci 
from the improvements of art, from the 
enjoyments of focial life; th^y r^fe tlleit 
afFedion to the foutce of all the happine& 
W&ica furrbunds them ; and thus widett 
the ^her^ of their pleafures, by adding in- 
telie^ual^ anii fpiritual, to earthly joys. 

For illtkftration of what I have faid on 
this head^ remark that cheerful fenjoyment 
of a pro^pdrous ftate which King David 
had, when he wrote the twenty*third 
FQdm ; and compare the higheft pleafures 
tof the riotous (inner, with the happy and 
fatisfied fpirit Which breathes throughout 
that Pfalm.— In the midft of thfc fplfendout 
of royalty^ "with what amiable fimpKcity 
of gratitude does he look up to the Lbrd as 
bis Sbtpberd; happier in aicribin;g all his 
Ibcccfe to divine favour^ than to the policy 

of 



Digitized by 



On the Influence of 

t>i his councils, or to the force of \Ai 
arms ? How many inftances of divind 
goodnefs arofe before him in pleafing re-* 
membrance, when with fuch relifli h<S 
Ipeaks of the green pajlures and Jiill ^waters 
bejide which God had led him ; of bis cup 
which he bath made to oversow; and of 
the table which he hath prepared for him 
in prefence of his enemies ! With what per* 
feft tranquillity does he look forward to 
the time of his paffiiig through the, vallej^ 
of the fhadow of death ; unappalled by 
that Speftre, whofe moft diftant appear^ 
ance blafts the profperity of finners! He 
fears no evil, as long as the rod and the 
Jlaff of his Divine Shepherd are with him ; 
and, through all the unknown periods of 
this and of future exiftence, commits 
himfelf to his guidance with fecure and 
triumphant hope. Surely goodnefs and 
mercy Jhall follow me till the days of my 
life ; and I will dwell in the houfe of the 
Lord for ever. — What a purified, fenti- 
mental enjoyment of profperity is here 
exhibited! How diflferent from that grofe 

relifh 
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"reiifh of worldly pleafures, which belongs ^ 
to thofe who behold only the terreftrial 
iide of things ; who raife their views to 
no higher objefts than the fucceffion of 
human contingencies, and the weak efforts 
of human ability ; who have no protedor 
or patron in the heavens, to enliven their 
profperity, or to warm their hearts with 
gratitude and truft ! 

IL RELIGION affords to good rrieil pe- 
culiar fecurity in the enjoyment of theit 
profperity. One of the firfl: reflexions 
which muft ftrike every thinkiilg min, af-* 
ter his fituation in the world has become 
agreeable, is, That the continuance of fuch 
a fituation is mofl uncertain. From a va- 
riety of caufes, he lies open to change. On 
many fides he fees that he may be pierced ; 
iand the wider his comforts extend, the 
broader is the mark which he fpreads to 
the arrdws of misfortune. Hence many a 
fecret alarm to the reflecting itiind j arid to 
thofe who rejedt all fuch alarms, the real 
danger encreafes, in piroportion to their im-^ 
fprovident fecurity. 

Vol. I. F By 
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gy woridly affiftancc it is vaiti to thin^^ 
I ^^i^ of providing any efFedtual defence, feeing 
the world's mutability is the very caufe of 
our terrour. It from a higher principle^ 
from a power fuperiour to the world,, that 
teiief miA be fought,: amidft fuch difquie^ 
feudes of the heart. He who ia his pro- 
fperity can look up to One who- is witnels 
to his moderation, humanity, and charity ; 
he who can appeal to Hea^en^ that he has 
not been elated by pride,, nor overcome 
by pleafure, but has ftudied to- employ its 
gifts to the honour of the Giver j this 
man, if there be any truth in: religion, if 
there be any benignity or goodnefs in the 
aidminiftration of the univerfe,' has juft 
oaufe for encouragement and hope. Not: 
that an intereft in the Divine grace wiU 
perpetuate to a gooi man^ more than to^ 
ethers,, a life of itnrufHed profperityr 
Change and' alteration form the very ef- 
Itence of the world. But let the worltf 
change around him at pleafure, he has 
ground to hope that it lhall not be able to 
make him uidiappy,- Whatever may varjs 

GodJs^ 



Digitized by 



Religion upon Profperity. 67 

God's providence is ftill the fame ; and his S E R M. 
love to the righteous remains unahered. y_ ^-,y 
If it fliall be the Divine will to remove one 
comfort, he trufts that fome other fliall be 
given. Whatever is given, whatever is 
taken away, he confides, that in the laft 
refult all Jhall work for bis good. 

Hence he is not difturbed, like bad 
men, by the inftability of the world. 
Dangers, which overcome others, fliake 
not his more fteady mind. He enjoys the 
pleafures of life pure and unallayed, be- 
caule he enjoys them, as long as they lafl, 
without anxious terrgurs. They are not 
his all, his only good. He welcomes 
them when they arrive j and when they 
pafs away, he can eye them, as they de- 
part, without agony or defpair. His pro- 
fperity ftrikes a deeper and firmer root 
than that of the ungodly. And for thi$ 
reafon he is compared, in the Text, to « 
irct planted by the rivers of water ; a tree, 
wKofe bxanches the tempeft may indeed 
bend, but whofe roots it cannot tpuch; 
a pree, which kiay occafionally be ftripped 
Fa of 
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of its leaves and bloflbms, but which ftffl 
maintains its place, and in due feafon flou- 
rifhes anew. Whereas the (inner in his 
profperity, according to the allufion in the 
book of Job, refembles the rujb that grow-^ 
etb up in the mire*^ a flender reed> that 
may flourifli green for a while by the fi(fe 
of the brook, as long as it is cheriflied by 
the furl, and fanned by the breeze ; till the 
firft bitfef bkft breaka it^ feeble ftcm^ 
roots it out from its bed^ and lays it in the 
duft. Lo! fuch IS the profperity of Jbem 
that forget God ; and thus their hope Jball 
peri/h. 

III. Religion forms good meet to the 
moft proper temper for the enjoyment of 
profperity. A little refledion may fatisfy 
us, that mere pofleflion, even granting it 
to be fecure, does not conftitute enjoyment* 
Give a man all that is in the power of the 
world tpbeftow; furround him with riches; 
crown him with honours ; inveft him, if 
you will, with abfolute dominion ; , but. 

♦ Job, viii. lu 

I leave 
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l^ve him at the fame time under fome fe- S 
cret oppreffion or h^avinefs of heart ; you 
beftow indeed the materials of enjoyment, 
but you deprive him of ability to extraft 
it. You let a feaft before him; but he wants 
the power of tafting it. Hence profperity 
IB fo often an equivocal word, denoting 
merely affluence of pofleffion, but unjuftly 
applied to the miferable poiTeflbr, 

We all know the effeds which any in-* 
dilpofitlpn of the body, even though flight, 
produces on external profperity* Vifit the 
gayeft and moft fortunate man on earth, 
only with fleeplefs nights ; diforder any 
lingle organ of the fenfes ; corrode but one 
of his fmalleft nerves ; and you fliall pre- 
sently fee all his gaiety vanifti ; and you 
fliall hear him complain, that he is a mi- 
ferable creature, and exprefs his envy of 

the peafant and the cottager. -And can 

you believe, that a difeafe in the foul is 
lefs fatal to enjoyment than a difeafe in 
the animal frame; or that a found mincl 
is not as eflential as a found body, to th^ 
prolperity of man ? — Let us rate ffenfual 
F 3 gratifications 
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gratifications as high as we pleafe, wc feall 
be made to feel that the feat of enjoymeat 
is in the foul. The corrupted temper, and 
the guilty paffions of the bad, fruftrate the 
efFedt of every advantage which the world 
confers on them. The world may call 
them men of pleafure 5 but of all men they, 
are the greateft foes to pleafure. From / 
their eagernefS^to grafp, they ftrangle and 
deftroy it. None but , the temperate, the 
regular, and the virtuous, know how; to 
enjoy profperity. They bring to its com- 
forts the manly relifli of a found uncorru,pt-^ 
cd mind. They flop at the proper pointy 
before enjoyment degenerates into difguft^ 
and pleafure is converted into pain. They 
are ftrangers to thofe complaints which flow 
from fpleen, caprice, and all the fantaftical 
diftrefles of a vitiated mind. While riot- 
ous indulgence enervates both the body 
and the mind, purity and virtue heighten 
all the powers of human fruition. Mode- 
rate and fimple pleafures relifti high with 
the temperate ; in the midft of his ftudied 
refinements, the voli^ptuary languifhes. 

Wherever 
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Wherever guilt mingles with prpfperity, 
^ certain gloom and faeavinefs enter along 
<ivith it. Vicious intrigues never fail tQ 
^entangle and jembarrafs thofe who engage 
In themi. But innocenoc con&rs eafe and 
freedom on the mind; leaves it open to 
^very pleafmg lenfation ; gives a Jightnefs 
to the fpirits^ fimilar to the native gaiety of 
yojuth and health ; ill imjft(W, and ill fup- 
pUed, by that forced levity of the vicious, 
which arifes pot from the healthy bi;t frouj 
the drunl^enn^fs of the mind^ 

Feeble are all pleafures in which the 
heart has mo part. The felfi0} gratifica- 
tions of the bad, are both narrow in their 
^ircle^ and ^rt in th^ir duration. But 
profperity is redoubled to a good man, by 
his generous ufe of it. It is refle£ked bacls: 
fipon him from every one whom he makeg 
^appy. In the inteicourfe of domefticlf 
affection, in the attachment of friends^ 
the gratitude of dependants, the efteem 
and good-will of all who know him, he 
fees bleilings multiplied round him, oa 
^evcry fidp. When the ear beard me^ then 

^ 
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S E R M. // hUJJed me ; and when the eye faw ?ne^ ii 
gave witnefs to me : Becanfe I delivered the 
poor that cried^ the fatherlefs^ and him that 
had none to help him. The ' hlejjing of him 
that was ready to periflo came upon me^ and 
I caufed the widow s heart to ftng with joy. 
I was eyes to the blind^ and feet was I to 
the lame : I w^j^ father to the poor ; and 
the, caufe which I knew not\ I fearched out 
— Thus, while the righteous floiiryhetb like 
a tree planted by ' the rivers of water ^ he 
bringeih forth alfo his fruit in his feafon : 
And that fruit, to purfue the alhjfion of 
the Text, he brings forth, not for himfelf 
alone. /'H«e flouriflies, not like a tree in 
fome folitary defart,' which fcatters its blof- 
foms to the wind, and communicates nei-s 
ther fruit nor ftiade to any living thing; 
but like a tree in the midft of an inhabited 
country, which to fome affords friendly 
flicker, to others, fruit ; which is not only 
admired* by all for its beauty, but blelTed 
by the traveller for the fliade, and by. the 
hungry for the fuftenance it hath given//' 

• Job, xxix, u— 17, 
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JV. Religion heightens the profpe- SE 
yity of good men, by the profpedt which 
it affords them of greater happinefs to 
come in another world. I fliowed, in the 
foregoing difcourfe, the mighty effect of 
the hope of Heaven, ii^ relieving the mind 
under the troubles of li|p. And fure, if 
this hope be able to fupgo»j^ falling, it 
cannot but improve the flounfliing ftate 
of man ; if it can difpel the thickeft gloom 
of adverfity, it muft needs enliven profpe- 
rity, by the additional luftre which it 
throws upon it. What is prefent, is never 
fufficient to give us full fatisfadion. To 
the prefent we muft always join fome 
agreeable anticipations of futurity, in or- 
der to complete our pleafure. What an 
acceffion then muft the profperity of the 
righteous man receive, when, borne with a 
finooth and gentle gale along the current 
of life, and looking round on all the 
bleflings of his ftate, he can confider thefe 
as no more than an introdudtion to higher 
Scenes which are hereafter to open; he 
can view his prefent life, aa only the 

porck 
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perch through which he is to pafs into the 
palace of blifsj and his prcfent joys, at 
but a feeble ilream, dirf>enf(|4 for his occa-r 
iional refrcfhment, until he arrive at that 
river of life, which flo^s at God's right 
hand! — Such profgciSs purify the mind, 
at the fame time tliat they gladden it. 
They prevei^^e good man from fetting 
too high a fflue on his prcfent poffeflions ; 
«|nd thereby aflift him in maintaining, 
amidft the temptations of worldly pleafure^ 
that command of himfelf which is fo eflen- 
tial to the wife and temperate enjoyment of 
profppri ty. 

It is the fate of all human pleafures, by 
continuance, to fadej of mioft of them, 
to cloy. Hence, in the moft profperou? 
ftate, there are frequent intervals of lan-r 
guor, and even of dejedion. There arc 
vacuities in the happieft life, which it is 
Hot in the power of the world to fill ^sp^ 
What relief fo adapted to thofe vacant or 
dejeded periods, as the pleafing hopes 
which arife from immortality ? How bar- 
ren and imperfed that profperity, which 

can 
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can have recourfq to no fuch fubfidiary ^^jj^' 
comfort, in order to animate the ftagnation 
of vulgar Ufe, and to fapply the infufficiT 
^ncy of worldly pleafures! 

Worldly profperity declines with de* 
coining life* In youth its reliih was 
brifk and poignant. It becomes more 
ibber as life advances; and^ flattens as 
life defcends. He who lately overflowed 
with cheerful Ipirits and high hopes, be^ 
gins to look back with heavinefs on the 
days of former years. He thinks of his 
old companions who are gone ; and re- 
views pafl: fcenes, more agreeable than any 
which arc likely to return. The adtivity 
of purfuit is weakened. The gaiety of 
amufement is fled. The gratifications 
ef fenfe languiih^ When his accuftomed 
pleafures, one after another, thus fteal 
treacheroufly away, what can he, who is 
an utter fl:ranger to religion, and to the 
hope of Heaven, fubfl:itute in their place? 
—But even in that drooping period, the 
promifes and hopes of religion fuppbrt 
the fpirits of a good man till the latefl: 

hour. 
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SER M. hour. Kts leaf it is faid in the TtTA^Jbalt 
\ny 'J not wither. It fhall not be in the power 
of time to blaft his profperity : But old age 
fhall receive him into a. quiet retreat, where, 
if lively fenfations fail, gentle pleafures 
remain to footh him. That hppe of im- 
mortality, which formerly improved his 
other enjoyments, now in a great meafure 
fopplies their abfence. Its importance rifes, 
in proportion as its obje£t draws near. He 
is not forfaken by the world, but retires 
from it with dignity; reviewing with a 
calm mind the part which he has a£ted^ 
and trufting to the promife of God for an 
approaching reward. Such fentiments and 
expectations fiied a pleafing tranquillity 
over the old age of the righteous man. 
They make the evening of his days go 
down unclouded ; and allow the ftream of 
Kfe, though fallen low, to run clear to the 
laft drop. 

Thus I have fhown, I hope, with full 
evidence, what ' material ingredients reli- 
gion and a good confcience are -in the pro-- 

fperity 
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Iperity of life. Separated from theiiJ, pro- S EJt U. 
fperity, how fair foever it may feem to the ^fvw 
world, is infipid, nay frequently noxious 
to the pofTeffor: United -with them^ it rifes 
into a real bfeffing bellowed by God upoa 
man* God giveth to a, man that is good in 
bis fight ^ wifdom^ and knowledge^ and joy% 
but to the Jinner he giveth fore itravai/^ to 
gather J and to heap up^ that he may give t9 
him that is good before God *. 

Allow .me now to conclude the Tub- 
je<3:, with reprefenting to the profperous 
men of the world, thofe crimes and mife- 
ries into which the abufe of their condition > 
is likely to betray them, and calling upon 
them to beware of the dangers with which 
they are threatened. 

It is unfortunate for mankind, that 
thofe fituations which favour pleafure, are 
too generally advene to virtue. Virtue re- 
quires internal government and difcipline j 
profperity relaxes the mind, and inflames 
the paffiona. Virtue is fupported by ^ 

^ * Ecdef. iL aS. 

regardi 
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regard to what is future j profperity at- 
taches us wholly to what is prefent. The 
charadlerifticks of virtue, are modefty and 
humility; the moft common attendants of 
profperity, are pride and prefumption. 
One fliould think, that profperity would 
prove the ftrongeft incitement to remember 
and to honour that God who beftows it. 
Yet fuch is the per\^erfenefs of human na- 
ture, that it proves much oftener the mo- 
tive to impiety. The changes of the 
world call the attention of men to an Invi-^ 
fible Power, But a train of events pro-' 
ceedfng according to their wifti, leads 
them to nothing beyond what they fee- 
The Supreipe Giver is concealed from view- 
by his own gifts. This inftance of fuccefs 
they afcribe to a fortunate concurrence of 
worldly caufes; that acquifition, to their 
own ^kill and induftry ; unmindful of 
Him, who from the beginning arranged 
that feries of caufes, and who placed them 
in circumftances where their induftry could * 
operate with fuccefs. From forgetting God, 
they too often proceed to defpife him. 

All 
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All that is light or giddy in their minds 
is fet in motion by the gale of profperity. 
Arrogance and felf-fufiiciency are lifted 
up; and their ftate is confidered, as fe- 
cured by their own ftrength. Hence that 
pride of countenance^ through which the 
wicked, in their proljperity, as David ob- 
ferves, refufe to feek afUr God. They are 
defcribed as /peaking loftily^ and fetting 
their mouth againfi the Heavens. They 
take the timbrel and harpy and rejoice at 
the found of the organ; and they fay unto 
Xiody Depart from us^ for we dejire not tbt 
knowledge of thy way 's. What is the * Al^ 
mighty that we Jhould ferve him 7 Or^ 
what profit Jhould we have^ if we pray 
unto him? 

They fay unto Godj Depart from us. — 
What an impious voice ! Could we have 
believed it poflibic, that worldly plea-^ 
Turfi^fhould fo far intoxicate any humaiji 
heart ^ Wretched and infatuated men ! 
Have you ever examined on what your 
confidence refts? — You have faid in your 
lieans, Tou Jhall never he moved j you 
% fancy 
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fiincy yourfelves placed on a mountatft 
which Jlandeth Jlrong. Awake from thofe 
flattering dreams, and behold how every 
thing totters around you! You fland on 
the edge of a precipice ; and the ground 
is Aiding away below your feet. In your 
health, life, pojQTeflions, connexions, ^plea- 
fures, principles of deflxudion work. The 
mine advances in fecret, which faps the 
foundations, while you revel on the fur- 
face. No mighty effort, no long, prepara- 
tion of events, is needed to overturn your 
profperity. By flow degrees it rofe. Long 
time, much labour, and the concurrence 
of many aflifting caufes, were neceflSiry 
to rear it up ; but onq flight incident can 
entirely overthrow it. Sufpicions are in- 
fufed into the patron or the prince on 
whom you depend, j and your , difgracc 
enfues. Exercife, or amufement, kindles 
a fever in the veins of thofe whoo^you 
loved J and you are robbed, , of youi? com- 
forts and hopes. , : A , few g^[ain6 of. fand 
lodge themfelves within, you ; and the 
reft of your life is difeafe and raifery* 
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^Ten thoufand contingencies ever float on S E^R M. 
the current of life, the fmalleft of which, i . v- * 
if it meet your frail birk in the pafling, is 
fuflScicnt to dafli it in pieces. — ^Is this a 
place, is this a time, to fwell with fancied 
fecurity, to riot in unlawful pleafure, and^ 
by your difregard of moral and religious, 
duties, to braVe the govetament of the 
Almighty ? He hath ftamped every pof-* 
»/ feffion of man with this infcription, iCr* 
t\ joke ivitb tttmbling. Throughout every 
• age, he bath pointed his peculiar difplea** 
fure againft the confidence of pfefumption, 
and the ahrog^nce of prbfperity* hath 
pronounced, that nvbofoever exalteib bim^ 
filf JJoall be ahafed. And lhall neither the 
admonitions whic^h you receive from the 
vifible inconftancy of tffie world, nor the 
declarations of the Divine difplcafure, be 
fuflScient to check youf thoughtlefs ca- 
reer ? Know that, by your impiety, you 
toultiply the dangers which aliready threat- 
en you oh cvefy fide j you accelerate the 
Ipecd with which the changes of the worW 
advance to your deftruftion. The Al- 
VoLi L O mighty 
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^^i^**' mighty touches with his rod that edifice dt 
^ -y-^u* duily on which you ftand, and boaft of youf 

(Irength add, at that inftant, it crumbles 

to nothing* 

- As men, then, bethink yoitffclves of 
human inftability. As CSiriftians^ rcve-* 
rence the awful government of God. In-* 
fure your profperity, by confccrating it to 
•religion and viftue. Be htimble in ydur 
elevation; be moderate in yoinr views; be 
-fubmifEve to him who hath raifed and dif*- 
4inguiflied you. Forget not^ that on his 
providence you are as dependenti and to 
.the obedience of his lawi as much botmd, 
.as the mcaneft of your feUow^^eatures. 
Difgrac^ not your fetioii, by that groiTnefs 
-of fenfuality, that levity of diffipation, or 
that infolence of nink, which befpeak a lit** 
. tie mind. Let the affabiBty. of your beha- 
viour Ihow that you remember the natmi 
equality of men^ ^ Let your moderation in 
pleafure> your c<9iim«id of ptf(fio% and 
t yoi» fteady regard to the great, dutias of 
Hfef &0W2 that you pcjflefs a mind worthy 
^ yPI^ fortune. £ibbUih your cbarader 
^ • i • ©n 
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fen the bafis df efteem ; not on the flattery S 
bf dependents, or the praife of fycophants, k,,^ 
but on the rerped of the wife and the 
good*. Let' innocence prefidc over your 
ttijoynients.. Let ufefulnefe and benefi* 
cence, not bftentation and vanity, dire£t 
the train of your purfuits. Let your aimty 
iogetbef with your prayers^ come up in 
morial before God. So fliali your profpe- 
rity, under the bfefling of Heaven, be 
us thejbining lights which Jhinttb more and 
tnore^untv tbcperfcS day. So fliali jt rcfem*- 
ble thofe celeftial fires which glow above, 
with benieficcnt^ with regular and perma- 
nent luftre ; and not prove that mirth of 
fools ^ which by Solomon is compared \6 the 
crackling xf thorns under a pot^ a glittering 
and fervent blaze, but fpeedily extindt. 

On the whole, let this be our conclufion, 
that both in profperity and in adverfity, 
religion is the fafeft guide of human life* 
Condudad by its light, we reap the plea- 
fures, and at the fame time efcape the dan- 
gers, of a profperous ftate. Sheltered under 
its protedion, we'iland the fliock of adver- 
• G 2 fity 
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fity with moft intrepidity, and fuffer leaft 
from the violence of the ftorm. He that 
defireth life^ and lovetk many days that be 
may fee good^ let bim keep bis tongue from 
ev'd^ and bis lips from guile. Let bim depart 
from evil^ and do good. Let bim feek peace 
witb God^ and purfue it^ Then, in his ad- 
verfity, God fball bide bim in bis pavilion. 
In his profperity, be fball flourijh like a tree 
planted by ' the rivers of water. The un^ 
godly are not fo ; but are like tbe cbaff^ light 
and vile, wbicb tbe wind drivetb away. 
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S E R M O N IV. 

On our Imperfe£t K K o W L edge of a 

FUTURB St A TE* 



I Cor* xiii. 12. 

For now we fee through a glafs^ darkly.— 

TH E Apoftle here defcribcs the im- 
perfeition of our knowledge with 
relation to fpiritual and eternal objedts. 
He employs two metaphors^ to reprefent 
more ftrongly the difadvantages under 
which we lie : One, that we fee thofe ob- 
jeds through a glafs^ that is, through the 
intervention of a medium which obfcures 
their glory ; the other, that we fee them 
in a riddle or enigma, which our tra.nfla- 
tors have rendered by feeing them darkly; 
that is, the truth in part difcovered, in 
G 3 part 
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part concealed, and placed beyond pur conw 
prehenfion. 

This defcription, however juft and true^ 
cannot fail to . occafion fome perplexity 
to an enquiring mind. For it may feem 
ftrange, that fo much darknefs (hould be 
left upon thofe celeftial obje^, towards 
which we are at the fame time commanded 
to afpire. We are ftrangers m the uni- 
verfe of God. Confined to that fpot on 
which we dwell, we are permitted to . 
know nothing of what is tranfadling in 
the regions above us and around us. By 
much labour, we acquire a fuperficial 
acquaintance with a few fenfible obje£ts 
which we find in our prefeut habitation ; 
but we enter, and we depart, under a 
total ignorance of the nature and laws of 
the fpiritual world. One fubjedl in par* 
ticular, when our thoughts proceed in this 
train, muft often recur upon the mind 
with peculiar anxiety; that is, the im- 
mortality of the foul, and the future ftate 
pf man. Expofed as we arc at preTent to 
fuch variety of afflidions, and fubjedied 

to 
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to fo much diiappointment in all our pur- ^ 
iiiits of happinefs^ Why, it may be (aid, w.^^.^ 
lias our gracious Creator denied us the 
confblaticm of a full difcovery of our fu- 
ture eziftence, if indeed fuch an exiftence 
be prepared for us?— Realbn, it is true, 
fuggdls many arguments iq behalf of 
immortality: Revelation gives ful} aflfu* 
ranee of it Yet even 'that Gofpel, inrhich 
is faid to have brought life and itmmrtality 
to light J allows us to fee only through a 
glafsy darkly. Jt doth not yet appear what 
we Jball be. Our knowledge of a future 
world is very imperfect ; eur ideas of it 
are faint and confiifed. It is not difplayed 
in fuch a manner, as to make an impitf-* 
iion fuited to the importance of the objed^ 
The faith even of the beft men is much 
inferiour, both in cleamefs and in force^ 
to the evidence of fenfe ; and proves on 
many occafions infufficient to countcrba-^ 
lance the temptations of the prefeat wprldv 
Happy moments indeed there fom«time« 
are in'^he lives of pious men, when, fe<» 
QUefte{«4 wc^ldly cares, and borne up 
. Q 4 w 
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on the wings of divine contemplation^ they 
rife to a near and tranfporting vievjr ,of 
immortal glory. But fuch efforts of the. 
mind are rare, and cannot be long fup-* 
ported. When the fpirit pf meditatioa . 
fubfides, this lively fenfe of a future ftatc 
decays ; and though the general belief of 
it remain, yet even good men, when they 
return to the ordinary bufmefs and cares of- 
life, feem to rejoin the multitude, and to 
re-aflfume the fame hopes, and fears, and 
interefts, wjiich influence the reft of the 
world. 

From fuch refle£tions, a confiderable 
difficulty refpeding this important fub- 
jeft, either arifes, or feems to arife. Was 
fuch an obfcure and imperfect difcovery of 
another life worthy to proceed from God ? 
Does it not afford Ibme ground, either to 
tax his goodnefs, or to fufped the evi-? 
dence of its coming feom him ? — 'This is 
the point which we are now to conlider 5 
and let us confider it with that clofe atten- 
tion which the fubjedt merits. Let us en*- 
(|uire, whether we have any reafon, ei-y 
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tlier to complain of Providence, or to ob* SERM. 
je<a to the evidencie of a future ftate, be- s^^L^ 
caufe that evidence is not of a more fenfi- 
ble and ftriking nature. Let us attempt 
humbly to trace the reafons, why, though 
permitted to know and to fee fomewhat of 
the eternal world, we are neverthelefs per^ 
mitted only to know in part^ and to fee 
fbrougb a glafs^ darkly. J 



It plainly appears to be the plan of the 
Deity, in all this difpenlations, to mix 
light with darknefs, evidence with uncer- 
tainty. Whatever the reafons of this pro* 
eedure be, the fadt is undeniable. He is 
defcribed in the Old Teftament, as a God 
fjjaf i>idefh bimfelf^. Clouds and darknefs 
are feid to furrdund bim. His way is in tbe 
fea^ and bis fat b in the great waters ; bis 
footjtsps are not known. Both the works 
and the ways of God are full of myftery. 
In the ordinary courfe of his government, 
innumerable events occur which perplex 
))s to the utmoil. There' is a certain limit 




♦ Ifaiah^ xlv. 15, 
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SE^RM. to all our enquiries , of religion, hcyowA 
i_ J-^ which if we . attempt to . proceed^ we are 
loft in a maze of inextricable difficulties^ 
Even that revelation which affords fuch 
material inftru&ion to man, concerning his 
duty and bis happinefs, leaves many doubts 
unrefolved. Why it was not ^en focmer ; 
why not to all men ; why there fliould be 
fo many things in it bard to be underfiood^ 
are difficulties not inconliderable, in the 
- midft of that incoqteftible evidence by 
which it is fupported. If, <hen, the future 
ftate of man be not placed in fo full and 
clear a light as we defire, this is no mcare 
than what the analogy of. all religiom 
both natural and revealed, gave us reaJfon 
to expe£k. 

But fuch a folution of the difficulty wiU 
be thought imperfed:. It may, perhaps, 
not give much fatisfadion, to (how, that 
all religion abounds with difficulties of a 
Uke nature. Our iltuation, it will be faid» 
is fo much the more to be laniented, that 
not on one lide only we are confined in. our 
enquiries, but on all hands environed with 

myfterious 
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^nyfterious obfcurity*— Let us then, if fa S RRM* 
much diflktisfied with our condition, give a 
fcope for once to Fancy, and confider how 
the plan of Providence might he reftified 
to our wifl>. Let us call upon the Scep^ 
tick, and defire him to fay, what meafure 
of information would afford him entire fa^ 
tkfa&ion« 

. This, he will tell us, requires not any 
long or deep deliberation. He defires only 
to have his view enlarged beyond the li* 
mits of this corporeal ftate* Inftead of 
refting .upon • evidence which require dif- 
cuffion, which muft be fupported by much 
re^foai^g^ and which, after all, he alleges 
yields vcpy imperfe£t information, he de- 
mands the everlafting manfions to be fo 
difplayed, if in truth fuch mansions there 
be, as to place faith on a level with the 
evidefice of feftfcL. What noble and happy 
pffe£ls, he cxckims, would inftantly fol- 
low, if man thus beheld his prefent^and 
jiis future exiftence at once before him! 
He would then become worthy of his rank 
in the creation. Inftead * of being the fport, 

as 
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as now, of degrading paflions and childilh 
attachments, he would a£t folely on the 
principles of immortality. His purfuit of 
virtue would be fteady j his life would be 
undifturbed and happy. Superiour to the 
attacks of diftrefs, and to the folicitations 
of pleafure, he would advance, by a regu- 
lar progrcfs, towards thofe divine rewards 
and honours which were continually pre- 

fent to his view. ^Thus Fancy, with 

as much cafe and confidence as if it were 
a perfect judge of creatid^i crefts a new 
world to itfelf, and exults with admira- 
tion ef its own work. But let us paufe, 
and fufpend this admiration, till we coolly 
examine the confequences that would fol- 
• low from this fuppofed reformation of the 
univerfe. 

Consider the nature arid circumftanccs 
of man. Introduced into the world in 
an indigent condition, he is fupported at 
firft by thie care of others ; and, as foon 
as he begins to aft for himfelf, finds la- 
bour and induflry to be neccffary for fuf- 

tainiiig 
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taining his life, and fupplying his wants, ^ 
Mutual defence and intereft give rife to 
focietyj^ and fociety, when formed, re- 
quires diftiQ^lions of property, diverfity 
of conditions, fubordination of . ranks, 
and a multiplicity of occupations, in or- 
der to advance the general good. The 
fervices of the poor, and the protedlion 
of the rich, become reciprocally neceffary. 
The governours, and the governed, muft 
co-operate for generaF fafety. Various 
arts muft be fbadied ; fome refpedinjg the 
cultivation of the mind, others the care 
©f the body ; fome to vsrard off the evils, 
and fome. to provide the conveniences of 
life. Ixtr. a vrord, by the deftination of 
his Creator, and the neceffities of hisi 
nature, man commences, at once, an 
aftive, not merely a contemplative being. 
Religion affumes him as fuch. It fup- 
pofes him employed in this wrorld, as on 
a bufy ftage. It regulates, but does not 
aboltih, the enterprizes and cares of or- 
dinary life. |t addrelfes itfelf to the va- 
rious fanks in fociety j to the rich and 

the 
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RM. the poor, to the magiftrate and the fubje<Slti 
It rebukes the flothfiil ;^ direds the diligent 
how to labour ; and requires every man to 
do bis own bujinefs. 

. Suppofc, now, that veil to be With- 
drawn which conceals another world from 
our view. Let all obfcurity vslnifli j Let 
lis no longer fee darkly^ at through a glafs % 
but let every man enjoy that Intuitive 
Jpcrceplion of divine and eternal objedlsj 
Vrhich the Sceptick was fuppofed to defirei 
'The immediate effe£t of fuch a difcovery 
Would be, to annihilate in our eye all 
human obje£tS| and to prodube a total 
ftagnation in the afFaira of the worldi 
Were the celeftial gbry expofed.to our 
admiring view;; djd the angelic harr' 
mony found in our enraptured ears j what 
earthly concerns could have the power 
of engaging our attention fw a.fiC^le xtio-^ 
ment? All the ftudies -arid purfuits^ the 
arts and labours, which How eniploy the 
adivity of, man j which fuppoft the,orv 
,der,. or promote the happiiiels of fociety^ 
•w^Quld lie ni^leded and abandpaed* Thoft 
, , a defires 
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defirbs and iears^ daoie hopes a&d intarefts^ 
hy which we are at pr^fent ftimulated, 
^uid ceaie to operate. Human life would 
prefent no objeds fufiicient to rouf6 the 
mind ; to kindle the ipirit of enterprize, 
or to urge the hand of induftry. If the 
mere fenfe of duty engaged a good man to 
take fome part in the bufincft of the world, 
the tafk^ when fubmitted tOj would prove 
diftaftefuL Even the prcfervation of life 
would be flighted, if he were not bound 
to it by the iauthprity of God* Impatient 
of his Confinement within this tabernacle 
of duft, languilhing for the happy day of 
his tranflation to thole glorious regions 
which were difplayed to his fight, he 
would fojoum on earth as a melancholy" 
exile. Whatever Providence has prepared 
for the entertainment of man, would be 
viewed with c<Mitempt. Whatever is now 
attra^ive in focietyj would appear infipid* 
In a word, he would be no longer a fit 
inhabitant of this world, nor be qualified 
for thofe exertions which are allotted to 

*him 
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hitn in his prefeat fphere of being. But^ 
his faculties being fublimated above the mea-^ 
fure of humanity, he would be in the con- 
dition of a being of fuperiour order, whoy 
obliged to refide among men, would regard 
their purfuits with fcorn, as dreams, trifles, 
and puerile amufements of a day. 

But to this reafoning it may perhaps 
be replied. That fuch confequences as I 
have now ftated, fuppofiftg them to fol- 
low, deferve not much regard.— For what 
though the prefent arrangement of human 
affairs were entirely changed, by a clearer 
view, and a ftronger impreifion of pur fu- 
ture ftate ? Woiild not fuch a change prove 
the higheft bleffing to man ? Is not his 
attachment to worldly objeds the great 
fource both of his mifery and \m guilt 2 
Employed in perpetual contemplation of 
heavenly objects, and in preparation for 
the enjoyment of them, would he not be- 
come more virtuous, and of courfe more 
happy, than the nature of his preifent 
employments and attachments permits him 
I to 
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jteqvcDce to be ifuch; much is yielded, u ^I.i^ 
ihat^upon the fuppoTitioA which was made, 
team would nbc bi^ the creature which he 
iaoir is^ sbr hamoin life the ftate which 
ire Qow feeholiL tiow far the diange 
Would ck)]ilxibute to liitf wel£ire, coaxes to 
be csnfi4ett<L / 

If diere & dtiy ^rlncipte fully afcet^ 
taincd by religloii, it is. That this life was 
intraded Smf a ftaM cxf trial and itiiprove^ 
Aeoc to. mn; His prep^tioh ior a bet« 
i^r wotld Heqtttred a gradual pufli^kratioti, 
carried On by fteps of pfo^cffive difin- 
Idxnei. Hie fitiiatiori^ therefore, here af- 
ijgiied Jkum^ was fuch as to anfwer this 
dti^Q^ by caiHng forth all his adive 
powersi by giving fuU foope to his moral 
di^pofiddnsi and bringing to^ light his 
whole charader. Hence it became pro- 
per, diat difficulty and temptation fhould 
zsXk in die courfe of his duty. Ample re^ 
wsrds were promxfed to virtue ; but thefe 
rewards were left, as yet, in' obfcurity 
and dsftant profped:. Hie impreffions of 

Vol. I. H fcnfe 
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S?RM. fenfe were fo balanced againft the difco- 
^„-^_f veries of immortality, as to allow a con- 
fli£t between faith and fenfe, between con- 
fcience and defire, between prefent plea- 
fure and future good* In this conflid, the 
fouls of good men are tried, improved, and 
ftrengtheried. In this field, their honours 
are reaped. Here are formed the capital 
virtues of fortitude, temperance, and fdf- 
denial ; moderation in pro^erity, patience 
in adverfity, fubmiffion to the will of God, 
and charity and forgivenefs to men, amidft 
the various competitions of worldly in* 
tereft, 

/ Such is the plan of Divine wifdom for 
man's improvement. But put the cafe, 
that the plan devifed by human wifdom 
were to take place, and that the rewards 
of the juft were to be more fully difplayed 
to view; the exercife of all thofe graces 
which I have mentioned, would be en- 
tirely fuperfeded. Their very names would 
be unknown. Every temptation being 
withdrawn, every worldly attachment 
being fubdued by the overpowering dif- 

coverie^ 
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4*bverics df eternity, no trial of fintcrityj 
BO difcriminatidn of chatadters^ would re^ 
irtain ; no opportunity would be afforded 
for there adive exertions^ which are the 
means of purifying arid jierfeaiilg the 
good; On the conipetition between time 
and eternity, depends the chief exercife 
of huiiian virtue. The dbfcurity which 
at prefent hangs over eternal bbjedls, pre- 
fervies the competitioiii Reitlovd that ob- 
fcurity, and you remove human virtue from 
ltd place, YoU overthrow that whole fyf- 
tem of difcipline, by which irapcrfed crea- 
tiu-es are§ in this life, gradually trained up 
for a more perfefk ftatc;^^/ 

This, then, id the cdnclufioti to which 
at laft we arrive: That the full difplay 
which was demaiided, bf the heavenly 
glory^ wotdd be fo far from improving 
the hunlan foul, that it would aboliih 
lliofe irirtues and duties which are the 
griiat inftruments of its iniprovement. It 
inrould be unfuitabla to the charader of 
man in every view^ either as an adive 
beii^i <ft a moral agent It would dif-^ 
H 3 ^ ^ualif^r 
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s £ R VL. qualify, him^ &on^ taking piurt m the aH^if^ 
of the world; for reliftilng the plcafurev 
or for difcharging the duties of life i \vu 
a wordv it would cntfeely defeat the pur-- 
pofe of his being placed! on thi» earth. 
And' the queftion, Why the Almighty has* 
been pleafed to l^a^ a fpiritual world,- 
and the future exiftence of man^ ynder fo* 
ihuch obfcurity, refolves ip the^ end inta 
this. Why th?re fhordd be fucb a creature 
as man m tbs univerfe of God?— 5uch i& 
the iffue of the improvements propofed t^ 
be made on the plans of Providence. They 
add to the difcoveries of the fuperiour wif* 
dom of God^ and of prelumptieii arui 
felly of man.^ 

Fkom^ what has been faiJ, it now ap- 
pears, Ttiat xxo yeafonable objedion- to the 
belief of a futute ftate axifes, from the 
Jmperfe<St difcoveries of it which we en^r 
joy ; from the difficultiies that ate r^ingle4 
with ite evidence ; from our Jmng a,^ 
thrqngh, a glafs^ darkly^ and being left tq 
'wdk b^ fakb and. rwt By Jigbt. It caaooj 

be 
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%t otherwife, it ought not to be other- .SER¥. 
wife in our prefcnt ftate. The evidence v ' ^ ^ 
which is afibrdadi is fufficient for the 
conYi<3:ion of a candid mind^ fufficient 
'for a rationai gr^ound of conduct though 
not fo ftrikdng as to withdraw our atten- 
tion from the prefcnt world, lor altoge- 
ther to overcome the impreffion of fen- 
fible olgeds. In foch evideace it becomes 
tis to acquiefoe, without indulging either 
idbubts lOr complaintss, on account of our 
giot recei-^ring all the fatisfadHon which 
wc fondly defire, but which our prefcnt 
immaturity of being escdudes. For, upon 
ihe fiqppofjtion of immortality, ^his life if 
no other than the childhood of icxiftencej 
and the meafures of our knowledge muft 
ht propqrtifancd to fiich a ftate. To the 
fuccefliv^ ftages of human lifc^ froni in- 
fancy fQ old age, belong certain pcquliar 
tfttfchtfients, certain scares, defires, and 
intereiffs ; which opea not abruptly, but 
by gradual advances on the mind, as it 
becomes fit to. receive them, and is pre* 
jpared for adting the part to which, in 
P $ . theip 
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their order, they pertain, ' Hence, in thp 
education of a child, no one thinks of in- 
Ipiring him all at once with the knowledge, 
the fentiments, and view$ of a man, and 
with coptempt for the exercifes 2^nd anmfe- 
ments of childhood. Qn thp, contrary, 
pmployments fuited to his age are allpwetf 
.to pcpupy him. By theft his powers arc 
gradually unfpldcd.; and advantage is taken 
pf his youthful purfuits, tp imprpvp an^ 
ftrengthen his mind; till, ftep by ftep, 
he i§ le;d on to higher profpeds, and pre- 
pared for a larger and more iniportaiit fcenp 
pf ^^iion. 

This analogy, which- fo happily illufr 
' trates the prefent conduct of the Deity 
towards man, deferves attention the more, 
as it is the very illuftratipn ufed by the 
Apoftle, when treating of this fubje£t in 
the context. NoW'^ fays he, we know in 
part — but when that, which is perfedl isi 
come^ that which is in part Jloall be done 
away. When I was a cbUd^ I /poke as a 
fhild^ I underjiood as a child^ I thought as 
^ child i but when I becaifie a. man^ I put 
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away cbildi/b things. For now we fee SE^M.. 
through a glqfs^ darkly ; but tben^ face to \^ ^^mJ 
face: Now I know in part\ but then^ I 
Jball know even as I am known. Under 
the care of the Almighty, our education 
is now going on, from a mortal to an 
immortal ftate. As much light is let in 
upon us, as we can bear without injury. 
When the objeds become too fplendid 
and dazzling for our fight, the curtain 
is drawn. Exercifed in fuch a field of 
a£don, as fuits the ftrength of our un- 
ripened powers, we are, at the fame time, 
by proper profpefts and hopes, prompted 
to aijpire towards the manhood of our 
nature, the time when childi/h things Jhall 
be put away. But ftill, betwixt thofe 
future profpefts, and the impreffion of 
prefent objedts, fuch an accurate propor- 
tion is eftablifhed, as on the one hand 
fhall not produce a total contempt of 
earthly things, while we afpife to thofe 
that are heavenly; and on the other, 
ihall not encourage fuch a degree of at- 
tacl^ment to pur prefent ftate, as would 
H 4 render 
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s E R M. render us unworthy of future advattccmeut. 
la a word, the whole coucfe of things isj 
fo ordered, that we neither, by an hr-r 
regular and precipitate education, become 
men too foon ; nor by a fond and trifling 
indulgence, be fiiflfered to continue children 
for ever, j 

Let thefc reflexions not pnly renapv^ 
the doubts which may arife frow our 
obfcupe knowledge of immortality, but 
likewife produce the highcft admiration 
of the wifdom of our Creator. The ftrac^ 
twc of the natural world aflR)rds iiwiume- 
rable inftatic^ of profound defign, which 
no attentive fpcdator can furvey without 
wonder* In the mopal world, where the 
workmanfliip is of much finer and more 
delicate contexture, fubjeds of ftill greater 
admiration open to view. But admi- 
ration mufl: rife to* ]x% highefl: point, 
when thjofe parts of the moral conliitu^- 
txon, which at firft were reputed' ble- 
miflies, which carried the appearance of 
obje£kioas, either to the wifdom- or the 

goodnefa 
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gpodfliels of Ptpvidence, are difcoycred', on' S ft 
inotc accurate inljpedtion, to be adjuffeif 
Tpdth the moft exquifite propriety* We 
have now fecn tha:t the darkneft of man's 
condition is no lefs efTential to his well^ 
beJngi than the light which he enjoyst 
His internal powers, and his external fitua- 
tion, appear to be exadlly fitted to each 
pthen Thpfe complaints whith we are 
apt to make, of our limited capacity and 
narrow views, of our inability to penetrate 
farther into the ftiture deftination of man, 
arc found, from the foregoing obfervations, 
to be juft aS unreafonable, as the childifh 
complaints of our not being formed with a 
micrdfcopic eye, nor furnifhed with an 
eagle's wing; that iiS, of not being endowed 
y?ith powers which would fubvert the na- 
ture, and counteract the laws, of our prefent 
ftate. 

In order to do juftice to the fubjedl, I 
I muft obferve, that the fame reafoning 
which has Been now employed with relpedt 
to our fcnowiedge of immortality, is 
e<jually applicable to many other branches 
' 8 of 
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On our ImperfcS Knowledge 

of intelledual knowledge. Thus, why wo 
are permitted to know fo little of the na-? 
ture of that Eternal Being who rules the 
univerfe ; why the manner in which he 
operates on the natural and moral world, is 
wholly concealed ; why we are kept in fuch 
ignorance, with refpe£k to the extent of his 
works, to the nature and agency of fpiri- 
tual beings, and even with refpeft to the 
union between our own foul and body: 
To all thefe, and feveral other enquiries 
of the fame kind, which often employ the 
folicitous refearches of fpeculative men, the 
anfwer is the fame that was given to the 
interefting queftion which makes the fubjedt 
of our difcourie. The degree of knov^- 
ledge defired, would prove incompatible 
with the defign and with the proper bufi- 
nefs of this life. It would raife us to ^ 
fphere too exalted; would reveal objeds^ 
too great and ftriking for o\xt prefent facul- 
ties; would excite feelings too ftrong for 
us to bear; in a word, would unfit us for 
thinking or ading like human creatures. 
It is therefore referved for a more adn 
4 T^c?4 



Digitized by 



cf a Future State. 

vanced period of our nature; and the hand s E 
of Infinite wifdom hath in mercy drawn a 
veil over fcenes which would overpower the 
fight of mortals/ 

One inftance, in particular, of Divine 
wifdom, is fo illuftrious, and correfponds 
fo remarkably with our prefent fubjeft, 
that I cannot pafs it over without notice ; 
•that is, the concealment under which Pro- 
vidence has placed the future events of 
our life on earth. The defire of penetrat- 
ing into this unknown region, has ever 
been one of the moft anxious paffions of 
men. It has often feized the wife as well 
as the credulous, and given rife to many 
vain and impious fuperftitions throughout 
the whole earth. Burning with curiofity 
at the approach of fome critical event, and 
impatient under the perplexity of conjec- 
ture and doubt. How cruel is Providence, 
we are apt to exclaim, in denying to man 
the power of forefight, and in limiting 
him to the knowledge of the prefent mo- 
ment ? Were he permitted to look forward 
into the courfe of deftiny, how much more 

fuitably 
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3 E R M. iuif ably would Hii be f)repared for (hie varibiM 
1^ ^^_f turns and changes in his life ? With what 
moderation would he enjoy his profperity 
under the fore-knowledge of an approach- 
ing reverfc ? And \*^ith what eagernefs be 
prompted to improve the flying hours, by 
feeing the inevitable term draw nigh which 
was to finifli his courfe \ 

But while Fancy indulges fuch vain de- 
Ares and criminal complaints, this coveted 
foK-knowIedge muft clearly appear to the 
eye of Reafon, to be the moil £ital ^ft 
which the Almighty could bellow. If, ia 
this prefent mixed ftate, all the iiicceffiv^ 
^ fcenes of diftrefe through which we ajrc 
to pafs, were laid befote us in one view, 
perpetual fadnefs would overcaf): our life. 
Hwdly would any tranfient gleams of in^ 
tervening joy ht able to force thcit way 
through the cloud» Fadnt would be the 
reliih of plcafures^ of which we forefaw 
the'dofe: Infupportable the burden of afi 
fli&tons, under which we were opprefiecl 
^ by a load not only of pre&nt, but of aa^ 
. ticipated forroWls. ]^nen(i9 Wpuld begin 

their 
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tlidr i{piioA^ wUh l4me9ting the day t^Iiich ^ M* 
was to diffolvc it ; and^ with weeping eye^ u-nr---^ 
the paxeat would erery moment bdiold 
the child whom he knew that he was to 
iofe. In fiiort, as foon as that myfterious 
veil, • which now clovers futurity, was 
lifted up, all the gaiety of life would diCt 
a^ear; its flattering hdpK, its pleafing 
iUufiona^ would vanifh; and nothing but 
its vamty and fadnefs remain. The fore* 
fight of the hour of death would conti--^ 
nually interrupt the courfe of human ^a£* 
fidrs; tXk^L the overwhehning profpefk of 
the future, inftead of exciting men to pro-* 
per aftivHy, wouM render them immove- 
al^ with eonftemation and difmay> ■ • 
How much more friendly to man is that 
mixture knowledge and ignorance which 
is allotted Mm in this ftate ! Ignorant oC 
the events which are to befal us, and of 
Ae precM^ term which is to conclude ouir 
Hfe, by this ignorance our enjoyment of 
prefent objects is favoured ; and knowing 
th%t de^th is certain, and that human af* 
£y}r3 SHfe fuU change, by this know-* 

ledge 
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s E R M. ledge our attachment to thofe objeds is mou 
^ J * derated. Precifely in the fame manner, as^ 
by the mixture of evidence and d^fimrity 
which remains on the profpedt of a future 
ftate, a proper balance is preferved betwixt 
our love of this life, and pur defire of a 
better. 

The longer «ttai our thoughts dwell on 
this fubje£t, the more we muft be con-- 
vinced, that in nothing the Divine wifdom 
is more admirable, than in proportioning 
knowledge to the neceffities of man* In- 
ftead of lamenting our condition,^^at we 
are permitted only to fee as through a glafs^ 
darkly^ we have reafon to blefs our Crea- 
tor, no lefs for what he hath concealed, than 
for what he hath allowed us to know. He 
is wonderful in counfel^ as be is excelleht 
in working. He is wife in hearty and bis 
thoughts are deep. How unfearchahle are 
the riches of the wifdom of the knowledge of» 
God! 

From the whole view which we have 
taken of the fubjed, this important in:- 
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Ill 



ftru£don arifes, That the great defign of all S E R M. 
the knowledge, and in particular of the 
reHgious knowledge which God hath af- 
forded usy is, to fit us for difcharging the 
duties of life. No ufelefs difcoveries are 
made to us in religion: No difcoveries 
even of ufeful truths, beyond the precife 
degree of information, wkieh is fubfervient 
to ri^t conduct. To this great end all our 
information points. In this centre all the 
lines of knowledge meet. Life and immor^ 
tality are brought to light in the gofpel ; yet 
not fo 4ifplayed as to gratify the curiofity 
of the world with an allonifhing fpedlacle ; 
but only fo far made known, as to affift and 
fiipport us in the pradice of our duty. If 
the dilcovery were mcwe imperfed, it would 
excite no defire of immortality ; if it were 
more full and ftriking, it would render us 
careiefs of Ufe. On the firft fuppodtion, 
no fufficient motive to virtue would ap- 
pear ; on the fecond, no proper trial of it 
would, rem^n. In the one cafe, we fhould 
think and aft like men who have their por** 
/ion only in this world; in the other cafe, 

like 
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I . 9 world at all. Whereas noWj t>y the wile 
conftitutioa of Heaven^ we are placed in the 
mod favourable fituation for ading^ with 
propriety, our allotted part here; and £01" 
rifing, in due courfe, to higher honour aod 
happinefs hereafter. 

Let us then fecond the kind intentions of 
/ Providence, and aft upon the plan which 
it hath pointed out. Checking our inqui- 
fitive folicitude about what the Almight)^ 
hath concealed, let us diligently improve 
what he hath made known. Inhabitants o( 
the earth, we are at the fame time candi*^ 
dates for Heaven. Looking upon thefe as 
only diSerent views of one contident cha-*" 
ra&er, let us carry on our preparation fot 
Heaven, not by abftrading ourfelves from 
the concerns of this world, but by ftd- 
filling the duties and offices of every fta- 
tion in life. Living foberly^ tigbt^(>Hfly^ 
and godly in the prefent worlds Jet us look 
for that bJeJfed bope^ and the ghriims appem''^ 
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before I eonclude, it may be proper to SE^Rlvf. 
obfertre, That the reafonings in this dif- ^■^ y l-^ 
courfe give no ground to apprehend any 
danger of our being, too much influenced 
by the belief of a future ftate* I haye 
fliown the hurtful efFeds which would fol- 
low from too bright and full a difcovery of 
the glory of that ftate ; and iafhowing this^ 
I have jufl:ified the decree of Providence^ 
which permits no fuch difcovery. But as 
our nature is at prefent conftitutgd^ at-* 
tached by fo many ftrong connefl:ions td 
the world of fenfe, and enjoying a com- 
munication fo feeble and diHant with the 
world of fpiritSj we xieed fear tio danger 
from cultivating intercourfe with the latter 
as much as pofliblei Oti the contrary^ 
from that intercourfe the chief fecurity of 
our virtue is to be fought. The bias of 
our natwe leans fo much towards fenfe^ 
that from this fide the peril is tb be dread- 
ed, and on this fide the defence is to be 
provided* 

Let us then walk by faith. Let us 
ftrengthen this principle of adion to the 
Vol. L "^I utmoft 
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s E^R M. utmoft of oaSr power* Let us implore the 
i_ Divine gracc^ to ftrcngthen it within us 
more and more : That we may thence de- 
rive an. antidote againft that fubtile poifon^ 
which inceflant commerce with the objeds 
of fenfe difFufes through our fouls ; that we 
may hence acquire purity and dignity of 
inanners,. fuited to our divine hopes ; and,, 
undefiled by the plcafures of the world, 
unihaken by its terrours, may pi eferve to 
the end one conftant tenour of integrity«^ 
Till at h&y having, under the condudt of 
Chriftran faith, happily finiflied the period 
' of difcipline, we enter on that ftate, where 
a far nobler fcene flaall open ; where eter- 
nal objefts fliall fliine in their native fplen-* 
dour; where, this twilight of mortal life 
being paft, the Stm of rigbteoufnefs ihall 
rife } and that which is perfect being comt^ 
that which is in part Jkall be done away^ 
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-fnadied at the C^elebration of th^ S«erani«&t «f 
Lord's Sapper. 



John, xvii. i. 

^e/ifs iifij, up his eyes to heaven^ and fatS^ 
Father ! The hour is iome ; — 

THESE were the words of our bleff- SERM. 
cd Lord on a memorable occafioiio . ^* ^ 
^The feaft of the paflbver drew nigh, at 
\vhich he knew that he was to fuffer. The 
tiight was arrived^ wherein he was to be 
delivered into the hands of his enemies. 
He had fpent the evening ifl conference 
ivith his difciples j like a dying father in 
the midft of his family, mingling confola-* 
tions with his laft inftrudlions^ Wheii he 
I 2 bad 
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On the Death of Cbrift. 

had ended his difcourfe to them, he lifted 
up bis eyes to heaven^ and, with the words 
which I have now read, began that fo- 
lemn prayer of interceflion for the church, 
which clofed his miniftry. Immediately 
after, he went forth with his difciples into 
the garden of Gethfemanc, and furren- 
dered himfelf to thofe who came to apprc'- 
hend him. 

Such was the fituation of our Lord at 
the time of his pronouncing tliefe words. 
He faw his million on the point of being 
accomplifhed. He had the profpedt full 
before him, of all that he was about to 
fuffer. — Father! the hour is come. — ^What 
hour? An hour the moft critical, the 
moft pregnant with great events, fmce 
hours had begun to be numbered, lince 
time had begun to run. It was the hour 
in which the Son of God was to termir 
nate the labours of his important life, by 
a death ftill more important and illuftri- 
bus; the hour of atoning, by his fufFer- 
ings, for the guilt of mankind ; the hour 
of accomplifhing prophecies, types, and 

fymbols. 
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(ymbols, which had been carried on 
through a feries of ages ; the hour of con- 
cluding the old, and of introducing to the 
world the new difpenfation of religion; 
the hour of his triumphing over the 
world, and death, and hell ; the hour of 
his eredting that Ipiritual kingdom which 
is to laft for ever. Such is the hour, fuch 
are the events, which you are to comme- 
morate in the facrament of our Lord's 
Supper. I (hall attempt to fet them be- 
fore you as proper fubjedls, at this time, 
of youc devout meditation. To difplay 
them in their genuine majefty, is beyond 
the ability of ipaut 

L This was the hour in which Chrift 
was glorified by his fufFerings. The 
whole of his life had difcovered much 
real greatnefs, under a mean appearance. 
Through the cloud of his humiliation, 
his native luftr? often broke forth; but 
never did it fliine fo bright, -as in this laft, 
this trying hour. It was indeed the hour , 
of diftrefa, and of blood. He tyaew it to 
I 3 be 
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SERM. be fuch; and when he uttered the wwda 
Vi-yl— I of the Text, he had before his eyes, the 
executioner and the crofsi the fcourge, the 
nails, and the fp(5at# But by profpedls of 
this nature hiis foul was not to be over-* 
come. It is diftrds which cnnoWes every 
great charai^er ^ and diflrefs was to* glo- 
rify the Son of God» He was now to 
teach all Qiaiildnd, by his example, how 
to fufFer and to die. He was to (land forth 
before his enemies, as the faithful witnef$ 
of the truth; juftifying by his beha-t 
viour the charader which he aflumed, and 
fealing with his blood the doftrine which 
he taught^ 

What magnanimity in all his words 
and a£kions on this great occafion ! The 
court df Herod, the judgment-hall of 
Pilate, the hill of Calvary, were fo many 
theatres prepared for his difplaying all the 
virtues of a eonftant and patient mind. 
When led forth to fuffer, the firft voice 
which we hear £rom him, is a generous 
lamentation over the fate of his unfortu-t- 
{(i^tp^ though jguilt^, country} and, to the 
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laft moment of his life, We behold him in SERM, 
pofTelSon of the fame gentle and beneroleht < y'. 
ipirit. No upbraiding, no complaining 
€xprefEon efcaped from his lips, during 
the long and painful approaches of a crud ^ 
death. He betrayed no fymptom of a 
weak^or a vulgar, of a difcorapofed or im- 
patient mind. With the utmoft attention 
^ of filial tendcrnefs, he committed his aged 
mother to the care of his beloved difciple *. 
With all the dignity of a Sovereign^ he 
conferred pardon on a penitent fellow-fuf- 
fcrer. With a gr^atnefs of mind beyond 
example, he fpent his laft moments in apo- 
logies arid prayers, for thofe,who were 
&edding his blood. 

By wonders in heaven, and wonders on 
earth, was this hour diftinguiflied. All 
nature feemed to feel it ; and the dead and 
the living bore witnefs to its importance. 
The veil of tlie temple was rent in twain. 
The earth fhooL There was darknefs 
over all the land. The graves were open- 
ed, and many wbv Jlept^ arofe and wenf into 

* See John, xix. 26, 27.. 

I 4 the 
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SERM. the Holy City. Nor were thefc the only 
V, ^^^^ prodigies of this awful hour. The moft 
hardened hearts were fubdued and chan- 
ged. The judge, who in order to gratify 
the multitude, paffed fentence againft him, 
publickly attefted his innocence. The 
Roman centurion, who prefided at the exe-? 
cution, glorified Gody and acknowledged 
the fufferer to be more than man. After 
he faw the things which had pafftdy he 
faidj Certainly this was a righteous per^ 
fort ; truly y this was the Son of God. The 
Jewifli malefa£tor whp was crucified with 
him, addrefled hinp^ as a King, and im- 
plored his fevoun Even the crowd of in-r 
fenfible fpedators, who had come forth as 
to a common fpeclacle, and who began 
with clamours and infults, returned bome^ 
fmiting their breafts. — Look back on the 
heroes, the philofophers, the legiflators of 
old. View them in their laft moments. 
Recal every, circumftance which diftin- 
guiftied their departure from the world. 
Where can you find fuch an aflemblage of 
JiigH virtues, and of great events, as con- 
curred 
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curred at the death of Chrift? Where, fo ^ERM. 
many teiftimonies given to the dignity of ^ 
the dying perfon, by earth, and by hea-r 
ven ? 

II. This was the hour in which Chrift 
atoned for the fins of mankind, and ac- 
corapliflied our eternal redemption. It was 
the hour when that great facrifice was of- 
fered up, the efficacy of which reaches back 
to the firft tranfgreffion of man, and extends 
forward to the end of time ; the hour when, 
from the crofs, as from an high altar, the 
blood was flowing, which waflied away the 
guilt of the nations. 

This awful difpenfation of the Al- 
mighty contains myfteries which are be- 
yond the difcovery of man. It is one of 
thofe things into which tbc angels deftre to 
look. What has been revealed to us, is, 
That the death of Chrift was the intei-po- 
fition of Heaven for preventing the ruin 
of human kind. We know, that under 
the government of God, mifery is the na- 
tural confequence of guilt* After rational 

creatures 
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SERM. creatures had, by their criminal cotidua, 
introduced diforder into the Divine king- 
dom, there was no ground to believe, that 
by their penitence and prayers alone, 
they could prevent the deftru<aion which 
threatened them. The prevalence of pro- 
pitiatory facrificesi throughout the earth, 
proclaims it to be' the general fenfe o£ 
mankind, that mere repentance was not 
of fufEcient avail to expiate fm, or to 
ftop its penal effefts. By the conftant 
allufions which are carried on in the 
New Teftament to the facrifices under 
the Law, as pre-fignifying a great atone- 
ment made by Chrift ; and by the ftrong 
cxpreffions which are uicd in defcribing 
the efFedks of his death, the facred writers 
fliow, as plainly as language allows, that 
there was an efficacy in his fufFerings, far 
beyond that of mere example and in- 
ftru£tion. The nature and extent of that 
efficacy we are unable, as yet, fully to 
trace. Part we are capable of behold- 
ing ; and the wifdom of what we behold, 
we have reafon to adore. We difcern im 

fhis 



Digitized by 



On the Death of Cbrijl. 



iJiis plan of redemption, the evil of* fin ^ W. 
ftrongly exhibited ; and the juftice of the ^. m ^ 
JDivine government awfully exemplified, in 
Chrift fuflfering for finners. But let us not 
imagine, that our prefent difcoveries unfold 
the vvrhole influence of the death of Chritt* 
It is connected with caufes into which we ' 
cannot penetrate. It produces confequences 
too extenfive for us to explore. God^s 
thoughts are not as our thoughts^ In all 
things we fee only in part; and here, if 
any where, we fee alfo as through a glafs^ 
darklys 

This, however, is fully manifeft, that 
redemption is one of the moft glorious 
works of the Almighty, If the hour of 
the creation of the world was great and 
illuftrious; that hour, when, from the 
dark and formlefs mafs, this fair fyftem 
of nature ^irofe at the Divine command ; 
when the morning Jiars fang together ^ and 
ftU the fons of God fiouted for joy ; no lels 
illuftrious is the hour of the reftoration 
pf the world ; the hour when, from con- 
demnation an4 mifery, it emerged into 
J happinefs 
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S E R , happinefs and peace. With lefs external 
t_ / ' majefty it was attended, but is, on that 
account, the more wonderful, that under 
an appearance fo fimple, fuch great events 
were covered- 

III. In this hour the long feries of 
prophecies, vifions, types, and figures, 
was accojnplifhed, This was the center 
in which they all met: Xhis the point 
towards which they had tended and ver- 
ged, throughout the courfe of fo many 
generations. You behold the Law and 
the Prophets (landing, if we may fppak 
^ fo, at the foot of the crofs, and doing 
homage. You behold Mofes and Aaron 
bearing the ark of the covenant ; David 
and Elijah prefenting the oracle of tefti- 
mony. You behold all the priefts and 
facrifices, all the rites and ordinances, 
all the types and fymbols, aflembled 
together, to receive their confummation. 
Without the death of Chrift, the worfliip 
and ceremonies of the Law would have* 
remained a pompous, but unmeaning in- 

ftitution. 
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ftitution. In the hour when he was cru- SERM. 
cified, the book with the /even feals was t_ / 
opened. Every rite aflumed its fignifi- 
cancy ; every predidion met its event ; 
every" fymbol difplayed its correfpond- 
ence. 

The dark, and feemingly ambiguous 
method of conveying important difcove- 
ries under figures and emblems, was not 
peculiar to the facred books. The Spirit 
of God, in pre-fignifying the death of 
Chrift, adopted that plan, according to 
which the whole knowledge of thofe 
early ages was propagated thrpugh the 
world. Under the veil of myfterious al- 
lufion,. all wifdom was then concealed. * ' 
From the fenfible world, images were 
every where borrowed, to defcribe things 
unfeen. More was underftood to be 
meant, than was openly exprefled. By 
enigmatical rites, the Prieft communi- 
cated his dodrines ; by parables and al- 
legories, the . Philofopher inftrudted his 
difciples ; even the Legiflator, by figu- 
rative fayings, commanded the reverence 
7 of 
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S E R M- of the people. Agreeably to this pretaS-* 
t_ I- J ing mode of inftruflion, the whole diP 
penfation of the Old Teftament was fo 
conduced, as to be the fhadow and thef 
figure of a Ipiritual fyftem^ Every re- 
markable event, every diftinguiflied per- 
fonage, under the Law, is interpreted in 
the New Teftament, as bearing fonte re- 
ference to the hour of which We treat. If 
Ifaac was laid upon the altar as an inno- 
cent victim ; if David was driven from his 
throne by the wicked, and reftored by the 
hand of God ; if, the brazen ferpent was 
lifted up, to heal the people ; if the rock 
was fmitten by Mofes^ to furniflx drink in 
the wildemefs; all were types of Chrift,. 
and alluded to his death. 

In predicting the fame event, the lan- 
guage of ancient prophecy was magnifi- 
cent, but feemingly contradictory: For it 
foretold a Mcfliah, who was to be at once 
a fufFerer and a conqueror. The Star was 
to come out of Jacobs and the Branch tCf 
fpring from the Jiem of Jeffe. The Angel of 
the Covenant^ the Dejire of all Nations^ nvas 

to 
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to come fuddenly to bis temple ; and to him ^ ^* 
was to be the gathering of the people. Yet 4, -.yp— / 
at the fame time, he was to be defpifed and 
rejeSted of men ; he was to be taken from 
prifon and from judgment^ and to be led as- 
a lamb to the Jlaughter. Though he was a 
man of forrows and acquainted with grief 
yet the Gentiles were to come to his lights 
and Kings to the hrightnefs of his riftng. In 
the hour when Chrift died, thofe prophe- 
tical riddles were folved ; thofe feeming 
contradidions were reconciled. The ob- 
fcurity of oracles, and the ambiguity of 
types vanifhed. The fun of rightepufnefs 
rofe ; and, together with the dawn of re- 
ligion, thofe fhadows palTed away. 

IV. This wa§ the hour of the abolition 
of the Law, and the introdudion of the 
Gofpel ; the hour of terminating the old, 
and of beginning the new difpenfation of 
religious knowledge and worfhip, through- 
out the earth* Viewed in this light, it 
forms the moft auguft aera which is to be 
found in the hiftory of mankind. When 

Chrift 
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SE^M. Chtift was fuffering-on the crofs, we arfi 
informed by one of the Evangelifts, that he 
faid, I thirji ; and that they filled a fpunge 
with vinegar, and put it to his mouth, ^fter 
he had tqfted the vinegar^ knowing that all 
things were now accomplijhedy and the forip^ 
tures fidjilled^ he faid^ It is finijhed"^ ; that is^ 
This offered draught of vinegar was the laft 
circumftance predicted by an ancient Pro- 
phet t, that remained to be fulfilled. The 
vifion and the prophecy are now fealed : 
The Mofaic dilpenfation is clofed. And he 
bowed his heady and gave up the ghoft. ' 

It is fnijloed. — When he uttered thefe 
words, he changed the ftate of the uni- 
verfe. At that moment, the Law ceafed^ 
and the Gofpel commenced. This ,was the 
ever-memorable point of time, which fepa- 
rated the old and the new world from 
each other. On one fide of the point of 
feparation, you behold the Law, with its 
priefts, its facrifices, and its rites, retiring 
from fight. On the other fide, you be- 

* John, jcix, 28, 29, 3Q* f Pfalm Ixir. 21. 
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hold the Gofpel, with its fimple and venc* S M. 
rable inftitutions, coming forward into i_ _j 
view. Significantly was the veil of the 
temple - rent in this hour ; for the glory 
then departed from between the cherubims. 
The legal High Prieft delivered up his 
Urim and Thummim, his breaft-platei 
his robes, and his incenfe: And Christ 
flood forth as the great High Priefl of all 
fucceeding generations. By that one fa- 
crifice , which he now offered, he aboliihed 
facrifice for ever. Altars on which the 
fire had blazed for ages, were now to fmoke 
no more. Vidims were no more to bleed. 
Not with the blood of bulls and goats^ but 
with his own bloody he now entered into the 
Holy Place ^ there to appear in the prefence of 
God for us. 

This was the hour of afTociation and 
union to all the worfhippers of God. 
"When Chrifl faid, // is finijbed^ he threw 
down the wall of partition which Jiad fo ^ 
long divided the Gentile from the Jew. 
He gathered into one, all the faithful, out 
of every kindred and people. He pro^r 

Vol* It K claimed 
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claimed the hour to be come, when the 
knowledge of the true God fliould be no 
longer confined to one nation, nor his wor- 
fhip to one temple ; but over all the earthj^ 
the worfhippers of the Father fhould ferve 
bim in fpirit and in truth. From that hour^ 
|hey who dwelt in the uttermoft ends of the 
earthy Jlrangers to the covenant of promife^ 
began to be brought nigh. In that hour, the 
light of the Gofpel dawned from afar on the. 
Britifli iflands- 

During a long courfe of ages^ Provi-^ 
dence feemed to be occupied in preparing 
the world for this revolution. The whole 
Jewifli oeconomy was intended to ufher it 
in. The knoyvledge of God was preferved 
unextinguiflied in one corner of the worlds 
that thence, in due ^time, might iffue forth 
the light which was to overfpread the 
earth. Supceffive revelations gradually enr 
larged the views of men beyond the nar-; 
row bounds of Judaea, to a more cxtenfive 
kingdom of God. Signs and miracles 
awakened their expedation, and dire£ted 
their eyes towards this great event. Whe- 
- • ther 
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ther God defcended on the flaming moun- S 
tain, or fpoke by the Prophet's voice ; whe- c 
ther he fcattered his chofen people into 
captivity, or re-affembled them in their own 
land ; he was ftill carrying on a progreflive 
plan, which was accompliflied at the death 
ofChrift. 

Not only in the territories of Ifrael, but 
over all the earth, the great difpenfations 
of Providence refpefted the approach of 
this important hour. ^If empires rofe or 
fell; if war divided, or peace united the 
nations; if learning civilized their man- 
ners, or philofophy enlarged their views; 
all was, by the fecret decree of Heaven, 
made to ripen the world for that fullnefs 
of time^ when Chrift was to publifti the 
whole counfel of God. The Perfian, the 
Macedonian, the Roman Conqueror, en- 
tered upon the ftage each at his predicted 
period ; and, though be meant not fo^ neither 
did his heart think fo^ miniftered to this 
hour. The revolutions of power, and 
the fucceffign of monarchies, were fo ar- 
ranged by Providence, as to facilitate the 
K 3 ^ progrefs 
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progrcfs of the Gofpel through the habit- 
able worlds after the day had arrived, when 
the Jione uohicb was cut out of the mouw 
tfiin 'without bands^ Jbould become a great 
mountain^ and fill the earth This was 
the day whi(;h Abraham faw afar ojf^ and 
was glad^ This was the day, which many 
Prophets and Kings ^ and righteous men de-^ 
fired to fee^ but cot^ld not -j, the day for 
which the earneji expe£lation qf the creature^ 
Jong oppreffed with ignorance, and bewil- 
dered in fuperftition,. might be juftly faid /cj 
wait. 

V. This was the hour of Chrift's trir- 
umph over all the powers of darknefs ; the 
hour in which he overthrew dominions and 
throiies, led captivity captive^ and gave gifts 
unto men. The conteft which the kingdon^ 
of darknefs had long maintained againft the 
kingdom of light, was now brought to its 
crifis. The period was come, when the feed 
of the woman fhould bruife the head of the 
ferpent. For many ages, the moft grofs fu- 

♦ Dan- ii. 34, 35. 
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p^rftition had filled the earth. The glory of S E R M. 
the uncorruptible God was every where, ex- v.— .^,1—1 
cept in the land of Judaea, changed into images 
made like to corruptible man^ and to birds^ and 
beafs^ and creeping things. The world, which 
the Almighty created for himfelf, feemed to 
have become a temple of idols. Even to 
vices and paffions altars were raifed ; and, 
what was entitled Religion, was in effeft a 
difcipline of impurity. In the midft of this 
univerfal darknefs, Satan had erected his 
throne; and the learned and poliflied, as 
well as the favage nations, bowed . down 
before him. But at the hour when Chrift 
appeared on the crofs, the figual of his de- 
feat was given. His kingdom fuddenly 
departed from him; the reign of idolatry 
pafled away : He was beheld to fall like 
lightning from Heaven. In that hour, the 
foundation of every Pagan temple fhook,. 
The ftatue of every falfe God tottered on 
its bafe. The Prieft fled from his falling 
Ihrine; and the HeatHen oracles became 
dumb for ever. 

I 

K 3 As 
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SERM.^ As on the crofs Chrift triumphed over 
i— -yL-^ Satan^ fo he overcame his auxiliary the 
world. Long had it aflalled him with its 
temptations and difcouragements. In this 
hour of fevere trial, he furmounted them 
all. Formerly he had defpifed the pleafures 
of the world* He now baffled its terrours# 
Hence he is juftly faid to have Crucified the 
world. By his fufferings, he ennobled dif- 
trefs ; and he darkened the luftre of the 
pomp and vanities of life. He difcovered 
to his followers the path which leads, 
through affliftion, to glory and to viftory j 
and he imparted " to them the fame fpirit 
which enabled him to overcome. My iing-^ 
dom is not of this world. In this world ye 
Jloall have tribulation ; hut be of good cheer ; 
I have overcome the world*. 

Death alfo, the laft foe of man, was 
the vidim of this hour* The formidable 
appearance of the fpeftre remained ; but 
his dart was taken away. For, in the 
hour when Chrift expiated guilt, he dif- 

* John, xvi. 33. 
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riirhied death, by fecuring the refurredion ^ 
of the juft* When he faid to his penitent V: ^* 
ftliow-fufFerer, To-day tboU Jhalt he with me 
in paradifey he annotinced to all his fol- 
lowers the certainty of heavenly blifs. He 
declared the cherubifns to be difmifled, and 
the flaming Jkvord to be fheathed, which 
had been appointed at the fall, to keep from 
fnan the nvay of the Tree of life"^. Faint, 
before this period, had been the hope, in- 
diftindt the profped^ which even good men 
enjoyed of the heavenly kingdom. IJfe 
and immortality ti)ere How brought to light. 
^ From the hill of Calvary, the firft clear and 
certain view was given to the world of 
the cverlafting manfions/* Since that hour, 
they have been the perpetual confolation of 
believers in Chrift. Under trouble, they 
footh their minds ; amidft temptation, they 
fupport their virtue; and, in their dying 
moments, enable them to fay, Q death ! 
where is thy fing? grave! where is thy 
viSlory ? 

• Gen. iii. 24. 

K 4 VI. This 
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.VI. This was the hour when our Lord 
eredled that Ipiritual kingdom which is 
never to end. How vain are the coun* 
fels and defigns of men ! How ihaiiow is 
the policy of the wicked ! How fhort their 
triumphiiig.! The enemies of Chrift ima- 
gined, that in this hour they had fuccef^ 
fully accompliftied their plan for his de- 
ftru£tion. They believed, that they had 
entirely fcattered the fmall party of his 
followers, and had extinguiflied his name 
and his honour for ever. In derifion, they 
addrefled him as a^ King. They clothed 
him with purple robes j they crowned him 
with a crown of thorns; they put a reed 
into his hand ; and, with infulting mock- 
cry, bowed the knee before him. Blind 
and impious men! How little did they 
know, that the Almighty was at that mo- 
ment fetting htm as a King on the hill of 
Sion ; giving hint the Heathen for his in^- 
hcritance^ and the uttermofi parts of the 
earth for bis pojfejjion ! How little did they 
know, that their badges of mock royalty 
were that moment converted into the 

fignals 
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(ignals of abfolute dominion, and the in-* 
ilruments of irrcfiftible power! The reed 
which they put into his hands became a 
rod of tron^ with which he was to break in 
pieces bis enemies i a fccptre, with which 
he was to rule the univerfe in righteouf- 
nefs. The crofs, which they thought was 
to ftigmatizc him with infamy, became the 
enfign of his renown. Indead of being 
the reproach of his followers, it was to be 
their boaft and their glory. The crofs was 
to fhine on palaces and churches, through- 
out the earth. It was to be aflumed as 
the diftinftion of the moft powerful mo- 
narchs, and to wave in the banner of 
vi<9:orious armies, when the memory of 
Herod and Pilate fhould be accurfed ; 
when Jerufalem ihould be reduced to aflies, 
and the Jews be vagabonds over all the 
world. 

Thefe were the triumphs which com- 
menced at, this hour. Our Lord faw them 
already in their birth j ht faw of the tra- 
vail of his fouly and was fatisfed. He 
beheld the word of God going forth, con- 
7 quering, 
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**. ^uering, and to conquer; fubduing to the 
^ obedience of his laws, the fubduers of Ae 
world i carrying light into the regions of 
darknefs, and mildnefs into the habitations 
of crueky* He beheld the Gentiles wait- 
ing below the crofs, to receive the GofpeL 
He beheld Ethiopia and the Ifles ^retching 
tut their bands to God; the defert begin^^ 
fling to rejoice^ and to blojfom as the rofe; 
and the knowledge of the Lord filling the 
earthy as the 'Wnters cover the fea. Well 
Jpleafed, he faid, // is finijljed. As a con* 
queror, he retired from the field, reviewing 
his triumphs: He bowed bis head^ and gave 
up the ^^2/?.— -From that hour, Chrift 
was no longer a mortal man, but Head 
over all things to the Church ; the glorious 
King of men and angels, of whofe domi- 
nion there fhall be no end. His triumphs 
flball perpetually iiicreafe* His name fhall 
tndnre for ever; it fhall lafi as long as the 
fun ; men fhall be bleffed in him^ and alt na'^ 
tims Jhall ccdl him bleffed. 
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Such were the ttanfadions, fuch the cf- SERM. 
feiSls of this ever memorable hour. With ■ I * 
all thofe great events was the mind of our 
Lord filled, when he lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, and faid. Father^ the hour is come. 

From this view which we have taken 
of this fubjed, permit me to fuggeft, what 
ground it afFoirds to confide in the mercy 
of God^ for the pardon of fin ; to truft to 
his faithfulnefs, for the accomplifhment of ^ 
all his promifes ; and to approach ^ him, 
with gratitude and devotion, in adls of 
worfliip^ ' 

In the firfl: place, The death of Chrill 
affords us ground to confide in the Divine 
mercy, for the pardon of fin. All the fteps 
of that high difpenfation of Providence, 
which we have confidered, lead diredly to 
this conclufion, He that /pared not his 
oHjon Softy but delivered him up for us ally 
bow Jhall he not with him alfo freely give 
us all things'^? This is the final refult 
of the difcoveries of the Gofpel. On this 

* Rom. viii. 32. 
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s M. refts that great fyftem of confolation, wliich 
„ » it hath reared lip- for men. We are not 
left to dubious and intricate reafonings, 
concerning the condudk which* God may- 
be expe(9:ed to hold towards his offending 
creatures. But we are led to the view of 
important and illuftrious fads, which ftrike 
' the mind with evidence irrefiftible. For, 
is it poffible to believe, that fuch great 
operations, as I have endeavoured to de- 
fcribc, were carried on by the Almighty in 
vain? Did he excite in the hearts of his 
creatures, fuch encouraging hopes, with- 
out any intention to fulfil them ? After fo 
long a preparation of goodnefs, could he 
mean to deny forgivenefs to the penitent 
and the humble ? When, overcome by the 
fenfe of guilt, ma;a looks up with an afto^ 
nifhed eye to the juftice of his Creator, let 
him recblledt that hour of which the Text 
fpeaks, and be comforted. The fignals of 
Divine mercy, erefted in - his view, arc 
too confpicuous to be either diftrufted or 
miftaken. 

In 
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In t^e next place, The difcoveries of SERM, 
tliis hour afford the higheft reafon to truft j 
in th6 Divine faithfulnefs, for the accom* 
plifhment of every prdinife which remains 
yet unfulfilled. For this was the hour of 
the completion of' God's ancient covenant. 
It was the performance of the mercy pro-* 
mtfed to the fathers. We behold the con- 
fummation of a great plan, which, through- 
out a courfe of ages, had been uniformly 
purfued; and which, againft every human 
appearance, was, at the appointed moment, 
exactly fulfilled. No word that Is gone out 
of the mouth of the Lord^Jhall faiL No 
length of time alters his purpofe. No obn 
ftacles can retard it. Towards the ends 
accomplifhed iji this hour, the moft repug- 
nant inftruments were piade to operate. 
We difcern God bending to his purpofe, 
the jarring paffions, the oppofite interefts, 
and even the vices of men; uniting feem- 
ing contrarieties in his fcheme ; making the 
wrath of man to praife him; obliging the 
ambition of Princes, the prejudices of the 
Jews, the malice of Satan, all to concur, 

either 
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SERM. cither in bringing forward this hour, or 
\^ r-^r^ in completing its deftincd eflfe<3:s. With 
what entire confidence ought we to wait 
for the fulfilment of all his other promifes 
. in their due time; even when events are 
moft embroiled, and the profpecSJ: is moft 
difcouraging ? Although thou fayefty Thou 
canjt not fee him; yet judgment is before him ; 
therefore trufi thou in him. Be attentive 
only to perform thy duty ; leave the event 
to God J and be aflured, that under the di- 
redion of his Providence, all things Jhall 
%vQrk together for a happy ifTue, 

Lastly, The confideration of this whole 
fubjeft tends to excite gratitude and devo- 
tion, when we approach to^ God in adts of 
worfhip. The hour of which I have dif^ 
courfed, prefents him to us in the amiable 
light of the Deliverer of mankind, the re- 
ftorer of our forfeited hopes. We behold 
the greatnefs of the Almighty, foftened by 
the mild radiance of condefcenfion and 
mercy. We behold him diminifhing the 
4wful diftance at which we ftand from his 

prefence^ 
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prefence, by appointing for us a Mediator ^ M, 
and Interceflbr, through whom the humble s-^^--i 
may, without difmay, approach to Hira 
who made them. By fuch views of the 
Divine nature, Cbrifti^m faith lays tbo 
foundation for a worfliip which fhall be at . 
once rational and afFedtionatej a worfhip,in 
which the light of the underftanding fhall 
concur with the devotion of the heart, and 
the molt profound reverence be united with' 
the moft cordial love. Chriftian faith \% 
not a fyftem of Ipeculative truths. It is 
not a leflbn of moral inftrudtion only. By 
a train of high difcoveries which it reveals, 
by a fucceffion of interefting objedls which 
it places in our view, it is calculated to ele- 
vate the mind, to purify the afFeftions, and, 
by the affiftance of devotion, to confirm 
and encourage virtue. Such, in particular, 
is the fcope of that divine inftitution, the 
Sacrament of our Lord's Supper. To this 
happy purpofe let it conduce, by concen^ 
tering, in one ftriking point of light, all that 
the Golpel has difplayed of what is moft im- 
pprtant to man. Touched with juft contri- 
2 tioQ 
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SERM, tlon for paft offences, and filled with a 
> ^* * grateful fenfe of Divine goodnefs, let us 
come to the altar of God; and with a 
humble faith in his infinite mercies devote 
ourfelves to bis fcrviie for even 
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On Gentleness^ 



James, iii. 17. 
T&e wtfdom that is from above ^ is — gentle^ 

TO be wife in our own eyes, to be S E R M. 
wife in the opinion of the world, 
and to be wife in the fight of God, are 
three things fo very different, as rarely to 
coincide. One may often be wife in his 
6wn eyes, who is far from being fo in 
the judgment of the world ; and to be re- 
iputed a prudent man by the world, is no 
fecurity for being accounted wife by God. 
As there is a wordly happinefs, which 
God perceives to lie no other than dif- 
guifed mifery; as there are worldly ho- 
nours, which in his eftimation are re- 
VoL. I. L proach j 
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proacli ; fo there is a worldly wii3om^ 
which, in his fight j is fooUJlmefs. Of thb 
worldly wifdom' the charadters are given 
in the context^ and placed in contrail with 
thofe of the wifdom uahicb is from above. 
The one is, the wifdom of the crafty ; 
the other, that of the upright. The one 
terminates in felfiflinefs; the other, in 
charity. The one is full of frife and bit- 
ter envyings ; the other of mercy and of 
good fruits. One of the chief charadiers 
by which the wifdom from above is dif- 
tinguifhed, is gcutlenefs^ of which I am 
now to difcourfe. Of this there is the 
greater occafion to difcourfe, becaufe it is; 
too feldom viewed in a religious light j 
and is more readily conlidered by the 
bulk of men, as a mere felicity of nature, 
or an exterior accomplifhmeiit of man- 
ners,, than as a Chriftian virtue which 
they are bound to cultivate. I fliall firft 
explain the nature of this virtue ; and fliall 
then offer fome arguments to recommend, 
and fome diredliohs to facilitate, the prac- 
tice of it.. 

I BEGIN 
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\ isEOrN with diftinguifliing true ^en- 
tlen^fs from paffive tamenefs of fpirit, 
knd from unlimited compliance with the 
inanners of others. That paflive tame- 
nefs, which fubmits, without ftruggle, to 
every encroachment of the violent and af- 
fuming, forms no part of Chriftian duty ; 
but, oh the contrary, is deftru(9:ive of 
general happinefs and order* That unli- 
faiited Gomplaifatice, which, on every oc- 
cafion, falls in with the opinions and 
maimers t>f others, is . fo far from being a 
Virtue, that it is itfelf a vice, and the pa- 
l^ent of many vices. It overthrows all 
fteadin^fs of principle ; and produces that 
fmful conformity with the world which 
taints the whole charadt^er. In the pre- 
fent corrupted ftate of human manners, 
always to alTent and to comply, is the 
very worft maxim we can adopt. It is 
impoffible to fupport the purity and dig- 
nity of Chriftian morals, without oppo- 
fing the world on various occafions, evea 
though we ftiould ftand alone. That 
gemlenefs, therefore, which belongs to vir- 

L a tue, 
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^^Vi^ tue, IS to be carefully diftinguiflied from 
V ' the mean fpirit of cowards, and the fawn- 
ing aflent of lycophants. It renounces no 
juft right from fear. It gives up no 
important truth from flattery. It is indeed 
not only confiftent with a firm mind, but 
it neceflarily requires a manly fpirit, and a 
fixed principle, in order to give it any real 
value. Upon this folid ground only, the 
polifti of gentlenefs can with advantage be 
fuperinduced. 

It ftands oppofed, not to the raoft de- 
termined regard for virtue and truth, but 
to harflmefs and feverity, to pride and 
. arrogance, to violence and oppreffioh. 
It is, properly, that part of the great 
virtue of charity, which makes us un- 
willing to give pain to any of our bre- 
. thren. Compallion prompts us to relieve 
their wants. Forbearance prevents us from 
retaliating their injuries. Meeknefs re- 
ftrains our angry palfions ; candour, our 
. fevere judgments. Gentlenefs correds what- 
ever is ofFenfive in our manners ; and, by 
a conftant train of humane attentions, 
.5 ftudies 
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ftudies to alleviate the burden of common S E R iv 

VI. 

mifery. Its office, therefore, is extenfive. v— -y— 
It is n*ot, like fome other virtues, called 
forth, only on peculiar emergencies ; but 
it is continliaHy in adion, when we are 
engaged in intercoiirfe with men. It ought 
to form our addrefs, to regulate our fpeech,, 
and to diffufe itfelf over our whole beha- 
viour* 

I muft warn you, however, not to 
confound this gentle wifdom which is from 
abovCy with that artificial courtefy, that 
ftudied fmoothnefs of manners, which is 
iearned in the .fchool of the world. Such 
accomplifhments,' the moft frivolous and 
empty may poffefs. Too often they are 
employed by the artful, as a fnare ; too 
often afFeded by the hard and unfeel- 
ing, as a cover to the bafenefs of theii: 
minds. We cannot, at the fame time, 
avoid obferving the homage, whic^, 
even in fuch inftances, the world is con-^ 
jftrained to pay to virtue. In order to 
render fociety agreeable, it is found ne-^ 
pcffary to afliime fomewhat, that may at 

L 3 leaft 
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5 leaft carry its appearance. Virtue is the 

c y \j univerfal charm. Even its lhadow is 
courted, when the fubftance is wanting. 
The imitation of its form has been re- 
duced into an art ; and, in the commerce 
of life, the firft ftudy of all who would 
cither gain the efteem, or win the hearts 
pf others, is to learn the fpeech, and to 
adopt the manners, of candour, gentle- 
nefs; and humanity. But that gentlenefs 
which is ^ the charaft-eriftick of a good 
man, has, like every other virtue, its 
feat in the heart: And, let me add, no- 
thing except what flows from the hearty 
can render even external manners truly 
pleafmg. For no afTumed behaviour can 
at all times hide the real charader. In 
that unaffe€fced civility which fprings^ 
from a gentle mind, there is a charm 
infinitely niore powerful than in all 
the , ftudied manners of the moft finiflied 
courtier. 

True gentlenefs is founded on a fenf^ 
of what we owe to him who made us, 
and to the common nature of which we 

all 
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all fliare. It arifes from refle£lioii on our SERM. 

VI. 

own failings and wants ; and from juft y J. f 

views of the condition, and the duty of 
man. It is native feeling, heightened and 
improved by principle. It is the heart 
which eafily relents ; which feels for every 
thing that is human; and is backward 
and flow to inflid the leaft wound. It is 
affable in its addrefs, and mild in its de- 
meanour ; ever ready to oblige, and will- 
ing to be obliged by others; breathing 
habitual kindnefs towards friends, cour- 
tefy to ftrangers,. long-fufFering to ene- 
mies. It exercifes authority with modera- 
tion ; adminifters reproof with tender- 
nefe ; confers favours with eale and mo- 
defty. It is unafTuming in opinion, and 
temperate in zeal. It contends not ea- 
gerly about trifles ; flow to contradict:, and 
ftill flower to blame ; but prompt to 
allay -diflention, and to refl:'ore peace* It 
neither intermeddles unnecefllarily with 
the affairs, ^ nor pries inquifitively into the 
fecrets of others. It delights above all 
things to alleviate diftrefs, and, if it can- 
L 4 not 
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SE^M. not dry up the falling tear, to footh at 
V, y leaft the grieving heart. Where it has 
not the power of being ufeful, it is never 
burdenfpme. It feeks to pleafe, rather 
than to fhine and dazzle ; and conceals 
with care that fuperiority, either of talents, 
or of rank, which is oppreffive to thofe 
who are beneath it. In a word, it is that 
fpirit, and that tenour of maqners, which 
the gofpel of Chrift enjoins, when it com- 
mands us to hear one another ^ burdens ; to 
rejoice with tbofc who rejoice^ and to weep 
with thofe who weep ; to pleafe every one his 
neighbour for his good ; to be kind and ten^ 
der-hearted ] to be pit fid and courteous ; to 
fupport the w^aky atid to be pqtient tpwardj^ 
all men. 

Having now fufficiently explained the 
nature of this amiable virtue, I proceed to. 
recommend it to your pradice. Let me, 
for this end, defire you to confider the duty 
which you owe to God ; to confider thq 
relation which you bear one to another j tq 
confider yovir own int;ereft. 

L Cqnstper 
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1. Consider the duty which you owe SE^M. 
to God. When you furyey his works, g ^^^^ f 
nothing is fo confpicuous, as his greatnefs 
and majefty. When you confult his word, 
nothing is more remarkable, than his atten- 
tion to foften that greatnefs, and to place 
it in the mildeft and leaft oppreffive light. 
He not only charaderifes himfelf as the 
God of confolation^ but, with condefcending 
gentienefs, he particularly accommodates 
himfelf to the fituation of the unfortunate. 
He dwelleth with the bumble and contrite. 
He h 'ldetb not his face when the afjiiSled cry. 
He bealetb the broken in beart^ and hindetb 
up tbeir ^wounds. — When his Son came to 
be the Saviour of the world, he was emi- 
nent for the fame attribute of mild and 
gentle goodnefs. Long before his birth, it 
was prophefied of him that he (hould not 
Jlrive^ nor cry^ nor caufe bis voice to be 
beard in tbe Jireets ; that the bruifed reed 
be Jlootdd not breaks nor quench the fmok-- 
i^S And after his death, this 

* ^latt. xii. 19. 2Q« 

diftin- 
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? ^* diftinguifliing feature in his charaiSter waa 
fo univerfally remembered, that the Apoftle 
Paul, on occafion of a requeft which he 
makes to the Corinthians, ufes thofe re- 
. markable expreflions / befcech you by the 

• vieeknefs and gentlenefs of Cbrtfi. During 

all his intercourfe with men, nq harfhnefs, 
or pride, or ftately diftance, appeared in 
his demeanour, In hi&aocefs, he was eafy ; 
in his manners, fimple ; in his anfwers, 
mild ; in his whole behaviour, humble and 
obliging. Learn of me^ faid hCy for I am 
7neek and lowly in heart. — ^As the Son of 
God is the pattern, fo the Holy Ghoft is 
the infpirer of Igentlenels, His name ia 
the Comforter^ the Spirit of grace and peace^^ 
His fruits^ or operations on the human 
iiiind, are love^ meeknefs^gentlenefs^ and long- 
fi^ering\. — -Thus, by every difcovei:y of 
the Godhead, honour is conferred upon 
gentlenefs. It is held up to our view, as 
peculiarly conneded with Celeftial Nature, 
And fuitable to fuch difcoveries, is the whole 
* ftrain of the gofpel. It were unneceffary to 

* z Cor, X. 1, t Q^l* V» 22. 

appeal 



Digitized by 



On Gaitlenefs^ 

appeal to any fmgle precept. You need 
only open the New Teftament, to find this u 
virtue perpetually inculcated. Charity, or 
love, is the capital figure ever prelented 
to our view ; and gentlenefs, forbearance, 
?ind forgivenefs, are the founds ever recur- 
ring on our ear. 

So predominant, indeed, is thi^ fpirit 
throughout the Chriftian difpenfation, 
that even the vices and corruptions of 
men have not been able altogether to 
defeat its tendency. Though that dif- 
penfation is far from having hitherto 
produced its full efFedl upon the world, 
yet we can clearly trace its influence, in 
humanizing the manners of men. Re» 
markable, in this refpedt, is the victory 
which it has gained over thofe powers of 
violence and cruelty,, which belong to the 
infernal kingdom. Wherever Chriftian- 
ity prevails, it has difcouraged, and, in 
fomc degree, aboliflied flavery. It has 
refcued human nature frpm that ignomi- , 
nious yoke, under which, in former ages, 
the one half of mankind groaned. It has 

introduced 
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^ \^ ^' ^'^t'^o^^^^d more equality between the two 
i_ -^' 1, ^ fexes, and rendered the conjugal union 
more rational and happy. It has abated 
the ferocioufnefs of wan It has mitigated 
the rigour of defpotifm, mitigated the 
cruelty of punifliment; in a word, has 
reduced mankind from their ancient bar-r- 
barity, into a more humane and gentle 

ftate. Do we pretend r*^fped and zeal 

for this religion, and at the fame time 
allow ourfelves in that harfhnefs and feve-r 
rity, which are fo contradictory to its ge-i- 
nius ? Too plainly we fhow, that it has no 
power over our hearts. We may retain 
the Chriftian name; but we have aban-?- 
doned the Chriftian fplrit, 

IL Consider the relation which you 
bear to one another. Man, as a folitary 
individual, is a very wretched being. 
As long as he ftands detached from his 
kind, he is poffefled, neither of happinefs, 
nor of ftrength. We are formed by na^- 
ture to unite; we are impelled towards 
each other, by the compaffionate inftiniis 

in 
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m our frame ; we are linked by a thou- ^ 
fand connexions, founded on common w 
wants. Gentlenefs, therefore, or, as it is 
very properly termed, humanity, is what 
man, as fuch, in every ftation, owes to 
man. To be inacceffible, contemptuous, 
and hard pf heart, is to revolt againft 
our own . nature ; is, in the language of 
fcripture, to bide our/elves from our own 
flejb. Accordingly, as all feel the claim 
which they have to mildnefs and huma- 
nity, fo all are fenfibly hurt by the want 
of it in others. On no fide are we more 
vulnerable. No complaint is more feel- 
ingly made, than that of the harfti and 
rugged manners of perfons with whom we 
have intercourfe. But how feldom do we 
transfer the caufe to ourfelves, or examine 
how far we are guilty of infliding on 
others, whofe fenfibility is the fame with 
ours, thofe very wounds of which we fo 
loudly complain ? 

But, perhaps, it will be pleaded by 
Ibme, That this gentlenefs on which we 
now infift, regards only thofe fmaller 

offices 
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SERM. olEces of life, which in their eye afif 
not eflential to religion and goodnefs* 
Negligent, they confefs, on flight occa- 
fions, of, the government of their temper^ 
or the regulation of their behaviour, thtf 
ate attentive, as they pretend, to the 
great duties of beneficence ; and ready, 
whenever the opportunity prefents, to 
perform important fcrvices to their fel- 
low-creatures. But let fuch perfons re-» 
flefl:, that the occafions of performing 
thofe important good deeds, very rarely 
occur. Perhaps their fituation in life, or 
the nature of their connections, may in 
a great meafure exclude them from fuch 
opportunities. Great events give fcope 
for great virtues j but the main tenour o£ 
human life is compofed of fmall occur-* 
rences. Within the round of thefe, lie 
the materials of the happinefs of moft 
men ; the fubjeds of their duty, and 
the trials of their virtue. Virtue muft 
be formed and fupported, not by unfire* 
quent ads, hut by daily and repeated 
exertions. In order to its becoming eithei* 

vigorous 
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vigorous or ufeful, it muft be habitually ^ S 
adtive ; not breaking forth occafionally with » 
a tranfient luftre, like the blaze of the 
comet ; but regular in its returns, like the 
light of day : Not like the aromatic gale, 
which fometimes fcafts the fenfe ; but like 
the ordinary breeze, which purifies the air, 
and renders it healthful,. 

Years may pafs over our heads, with- 
out affording any opportunity for ads 
of high beneficence or extenfive utility. 
Whereas , not a day pafles, but in the 
common tranfadllpns of life, and efpe- 
cially in the intercourfe of domeftic 
fociety, gentlenefs finds place for pro- 
moting the happinefs of others, and for 
ftrengthening in ourfelves the habit of 
virtue. Nay, by feafonable difcoverics 
of a humane fpirit, we fometimes contri- 
bute • more materially to the advancement 
of happinefs, than by aftions which are 
feemingly more important. There are 
fituations, not a few, in human life, 
/where the encouraging reception, the 
' Gondefcending behaviour, and the look 
7 of 
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SERM. of fympathy, bring greater relief to th^i 
^ - J- J heart than the moft bountiful gift. While^ 
on ' the other fitle, when the hand of libe- 
rality is extended to beftow, the want of 
gentlenefs is fufEcient to fruftrate the in- 
tention of the benefit. We four thofe 
whom we mean to oblige ; and, by con- 
' ferring favours with oftentation and harfli- 
nefs, we convert them into injuries. Can 
any difpofition then be held to po^^efs a 
low place in the fcale of virtue, whofe in- 
fluence is fo confiderable on the happinefs 
of the world ? 

Gentlenefs is, in truth, the great ave- 
nue to mutual enjoyment. Amidft the 
ftrife of interfering interefts, it tempers 
the violence of contention, and keeps 
i alive the feeds of harmony. It foftens 
animofities; renews endearments; and 
renders the countenance of man a re- 
frefhment to man. Banifh gentlenefe 
from the earth ; fuppofe the world to be 
filled with none but harfti and contentious 
Ipirits; and what fort of fociety would 
remain? the folitude of the defert were 

preferable 
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preferable to it. The conflld of jarring 
element in chaos ; the cave, where fub- 
terraneous winds contend and roar ; the 
den where ferpents hifs, and beajfts of the 
foreft howl ; would be the only proper 
reprefentations of fuch aflemblies of men. 
—0 that I had wings like a dove ! for then^ 
I would fly awayy and be at reJl. Lo ! then 
I would wander far o^^ and remain in the 
wildernefs ; / would haflen my efcape from 
the windy florm and tempefl : For I have 
feen violence and flrife in the city. Mif^ 
chief and forrow are in the midfl of it : De^ 
ceit and guilt depart not from the flreet *. 
— Strange ! that where men have all one 
common intereft, 4hat they fliould fo often, 
abfurdly, concur in defeating it ! Has not 
Nature already provided a fufEcient quan- 
tity of unavoidable evils for the ftate of 
man ? As if we did not fufFer enough from 
the ftorm which beats upon us without, 
mufl: we confpire alfo, in thofe focieties 
where we aflemble, in order to find a re- 
treat from that ftorm, to harafs one ano- 

♦ Pfal. Iv. 6, 7, 8. 
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seRm. ther?~But if the fcnfc of duty, and of 
T_ -^-- , _f common happinefs, be infufficient to re- 
commend the virtue of which we treat, , then 
let me defire you, 

IIL To conlider your own intereft. 
Whatever ends a good man can be fupppfed 
to purfue, gentlenefs will be found to favour 
them. It prepoffeffes and wins every heart. 
It perfuades, when every other argument 
fails ; often diiarms the fierce, and melts 
the ftubborn. Whereas harflinefs confirms 
the oppofition it would fubdue ; and, of an 
indifferent pcrfon, creates an enemy. He 
who could overlook an injury committed 
in the coUifion of interefls, will long and 
feverely refent the flights of a contemptuous 
behaviour. — ^To the man of gentlenefs, the 
world is generally difpofed to afcribe every 
other good quality. The higher endow- 
ments of the mind we admire at a diflance ; 
and when any impropriety of behaviour 
accompanies them, we admire without love. 
They are like fome of the diflant flars, whofe 
beneficial' influence reaches not to us. Where- 
as, 
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fome degree partake, and therefore all love 
it. The man of this charadler rifes in the 
world without ftruggle, and flouriihes with- 
out envy:. His misfortunes are univerfally 
lamented; and his failings are ealily for- 
given^ 

But wliatever may be the effed of this 
virtue on our external condition^ its influ- 
ence on our internal enjoyment is certain 
and powerful. That inward tranquillity 
which it promotes, is the firft requifite to 
every pleafurable feeling. It is the calm 
and clear atmoiphere, the ferenity and fun- 
fhine of the mind. When benignity and 
gentlenefs reign within, we are always leaft 
in hazard of being ruffled from without ; 
every perfon, atxd every occurrence, are 
beheld in the moft favourable light. But 
let fome clouds of difguft and ill-humour 
gather on the mind ) and immediately the 
fcene changes : Nature feems transformed i 
and the appearance of all things is blackened 
to our view. The gentle mind is like thef 
finooth ftream, which refleds every obje^ 



M 4 



in 



Digitized by 



Google 



On Gentlenefs, 

in its juft proportion, and in its faireft co- 
lours. The violent fpirit, like troubled wa- 
ters, renders back the images of things 
diftorted and broken ; and communicates to 
them all that difordered motion which arifes 
foiely from its own agitation* 

Offences mujl come. As foon may the 
waves of the fea ceafe to roll, as provoca- 
tions to arife from human corruption and 
frailty. Attacked by great injuries, the man 
of mild and gentle fpirit will feel what hu- 
man nature feels ; and will defend and rc- 
fent, as his duty allows him. But to thofe 
flight provocations, and frivolous offences, 
which are the moft frequent caufes of dil- 
quiet, he is happily fuperiour. Hence his 
days flow in a far more placid tenour than 
thofe of others ; exempted from the num- 
berlefs difcompofures which agitate vulgar 
minds. Infpired with higher fentimentsj 
taught to regard, with indulgent eye, the 
frailties of men, the omifllons of the care- 
lefs, the follies of the imprudent, and the 
levity of the fickle, he retreats into the calm- 
nefs of his fpirit, as into an undifl:urbed 
7 fanftuary ; 
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fanduary; and quietly allows the ufualcur- ^ 
rent of life to hold its courfe. * 

This virtue has another, and ftill more 
important connedion with our intereft, by 
means of that relation which our prefent 
behaviour bears to our eternal ftate. Hea- 
ven is the region of gentlenefs and friend- 
ihip ; Hell, of fiercenefs and animofity. If 
then, as the fcripture inftruds us, according 
to what we now fow we mujl hereafter 
reap ; it follows, that the cultivation of a 
gentle temper is necelfary to prepare us for 
heavenly felicity ; and that the indulgence 
of harfli difpofitions, is the introdudion to 
fiture mifery. Men, I am afraid, too often 
feparate thofe articles of their belief which 
relate to eternity, from the ordinary affairs 
of the world. They conned them with the 
feafons of ferioufnefs and gravity. They 
leave them with much refped, as in a high 
region, to which, only on great occafi'ons, 
they refort ; and, when they defcend into 
common life, confider themfelves as at li- 
berty to give free fcopc to their humours 
and paifioast Whereas, in fad, it is their 
M 3 behaviour 



Digitized 



by Google 



1 66 'On Gentlenefs. 

s ER M. behaviour ia the daily train of focial inter- 
V courfe, whichj more than any other caufc^ 
fixes and determines their fpiritual charac- 
ter ; gradually inftilling thofe difpofitions, 
and forming thofe habits, which affedl their 
cverlafting condition. With regard to trifles, 
perhaps their malignant difpofitions may 
chiefly be indulged. But let them remem- 
ber well, that thofe trifles, by encreafing the 
growth of peevifiinefs and pafiion, become 
pregnant with the moft ferious mifchiefs ; 
and may fit them, before they are aware, 
for being the future companions pf none 
but infernal fpirits. 

I mean not to fay, that, in order to our 
preparation for heaven, it is enough to be 
mild and gentle ; or that this virtue alone 
will cover all our fins. Through the feli- 
city of natural conftitution, a certain degree 
of this benignity may be poflefied by fome, 
whofe hearts are in other refpeds corrupt, 
?ihd their lives irregular. But twhat I mean 
to aflert, is. That where no attention is 
jgiven to the government of temper,, meet- 
fiefs for Heaven is not yet acquhred, and the 
4 regenerating 
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regenerating power of religion is as yet un- 
known. One of the firft works of the Ipirit 
of God, is, to infufe into every heart which 
it inhabits, that gentle wifdem which is from 
above. They who are Chri^ s have crucified 
thejlejb^ with its affections and lujis : but let 
it not be forgotten, that among the woris 
of the Jle/hy hatred^ variance^ enifilations^ 
wrathyjlrife^ and (nyyings^ are as expr^fsly 
enumerated, as uncleannefs^ murders^ drunk^ 
tnnefsy and revelling^. They who continue 
either in the one or the otheXy JhaU not in-- 
berit^ indeed cannot inherit, the kingdom of 
God. 

Having thus fliown the importance of 
gentienefs, both as a moral virtue, and is ' 
a Chriflian grace, I ihall conclude the fub- 
je£l, with briefly fuggefting fome cpnfidera- 
tions which may be of ufe to facilitate the 
pra<lige of it. 

For this end, let me advlfe you to view 
your charadter with an impartial eye j and 
to learn^ from your own failings, to give 

* GaL V. 19, 20, 31. 
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that indulgence which in your turn you 
claim. It is pride which fills the wprld 
with fo much harflinefs and feverity. In the 
fulnefs of felf-eftimation, we forget what 
we are. We claim attentions, to which we 
are not entitled. We are rigorous to of^ 
fences, as if we had never offended ; un- 
feeling to diftrefs, as if we knew not what 
it was to fuffer. From thofe airy regions 
of pride and folly, let us defcend to our 
proper level. Let us furvey the natural 
equality on which Providence has placed 
man with man, and refled on the infirmi- 
ties common to all. If the reflexion on 
natural equality and mutual offences be in-- 
fufficient to prompt humanity, let us at 
leaft remember what we are in the fight of 
God. Have we none of that forbearance 
to give to one another, which we all fo ear- 
neftly intreat from Heaven ? Can we look 
for clemency or gentlenefs from our Judge, 
when we are fo backward to fliow it to our 
Qwn brethren ? 

Accuftom yourfelves, alfo, to reflefl on 
the fmall moment of thofe things which are 

the 
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the ufual incentives to violence apd confipn- S 
tfon. In the ruffled fnd angyy Jiour, we 
view every appearance through a falfe me- 
dium. The moft inconfiderable point of 
intereft, or honour, fwells into a momentous 
object; and the flighteft attack feems to 
threaten immediate ruin. But after paffion 
or pride has fubfided, we look roi^ad in 
vaipt for the mighty mifchiefs we dreaded. 
The fabric, which our difturbed imagination 
bad reared, totally difappears. But thpugh 
the caufe of contention has dwindled away, 
its confequences remain. We have alienated 
a friend j we have embittered an enemy ; 
we have fown the feeds of future fufpicion, 
jlialevolence, or difguft. — Sufpend your vio- 
lence, I befeech you, fof a moment, when 
caufes of difcord occur. Anticipate that 
period of coolnefs, which, pf itfelf, will 
foon arrive. j^Uow yourfelves to think, 
how little you have any profped of gaining 
by fierce contention ; but how much of the 
true happinefs of life you are certain of 
throwing away. Eafily, and from the 
fmalleft chink, the bitter waters of ftrife are 

let 
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let forth; but their courfe cannot be fore- 
feen ; and he feldom fails of fufFering moft 
from their poifonous effedl, who firft al- 
lowed them to flow. 

But gcntlenefe will, moft of all, be pro- 
moted by frequent views of thofe great 
objects which our holy religion prefents. 
Let the pro(pe£ts of immortality fill your 
minds. Look upon this world as a ftate of 
paflfage. Confider yourfelves as engaged 
in the purfuit of higher interefts ; as ading 
BOW, under the eye of God, an introduc- 
tory part to a more important fcene. Ele- 
yated by fuch fentiments, your minds will 
become calm and fedate. You \vill look 
down, as from a foperiour ftation, on the 
petty difturbances of the world. They are 
the felfifli, the fenfual, and the vain, who 
are moft fubjedl to the impotence of paf- 
fion. They are linked fo clqfely to the 
world J by fo many fides they touch every 
objeft, and every pcrfon around them, that 
they are perpetually hurt, and perpetually 
hurting others. But the fpirit of true re* 
ligion removes us to a proper diftance from 

thQ 
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the grating objjeds of worldly contention, S ER Mi 
It leaves us fufficiently conneded with the \m m,^mma 
world, for adting our part in it with pro-« 
priety ; but difengages us from it fo far, as 
to weaken its power of difturbing our tran- 
quillity. It infjpires magnanimity; and 
magnanimity always breathes gentlenefs. 
It leads us to view the follies of men with 
pity, not with rancour j and to treat, with 
the mildnefs of a fuperiour nature, what in 
little minds would call forth all the bitter-- 
neis of paffion. 

Aided by fuch confiderations, let us cul- 
tivate that gentle wifdom which is, in fb 
xnany refpeSs, important both to our duty 
and our happinefs. Let us affume it as the 
ornament of every age, and of every flation. 
Let it temper the petulance of youth, and 
foften the morofcnefs of old age. Let it 
mitigate authority in thofe who rule, and 
promote deference among thofe who obey* 
I conclude with repeating the caution, not 
to miftake for true gentlenefs, that flimfey 
imitation of it, called polifhed manners, 
y^hich often, among men of the world, 

utider 
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WP^er a fttiooth appearance, conceals much 
afperity. Let yours Ije native gentlenefs of 
heart, flowing from the love of God, and 
the love of man. Unite this amiable fpirit, 
with a proper zeal for all that is right, and 
juft, and true. Let piety be combined 
in your charader with humanity. Let de- 
termined integrity dwell in a mild and 
gentle breaft. A chara<Jier thus fupported 
will command more real refpeft, than can 
be procured by the moft fhining accom- 
plifliments, when feparated from virtue. 
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SERMON VIL 
On the Disorders tlie Passions* 



Esther, v. 13. 

Yet all this avaikth me nothings fo long as I 
fee Mordecai the yew fitting at the Kin^s 
gate. 

THESE arc the words of one, who, serm. 
though high in ftation and power,- 
wnfefled himfelf to be miferable. They 
relate .to a memorable occurrence in the 
Perlian hiftory, under the reign of Aha-* 
fuerus, who is fuppofed to be the Prince 
known among the Greek hiftorians by the 
name of Artaxerxes. Ahafueriis had ad- 
vanced to the chief dignity in his king- 
dom, Haman, an Amalekite, who inhe- 
rited all the ancient enmity of his race to 
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SERM. the Jcwifli nation. He appears, from 
^ . ^-^ what is recorded of him, to have been a 
very wicked miniften Raifed to grcatneis 
without merit, he employed his power 
folely for the gratification of his padSions. 
Asi the honours which he pofleiTed wefc 
next to royal, his pride was every day fed 
with that fervile homage which is pecu- 
liar to Afiatic courts; and all the fer- 
vants of the King proflrated themfelves 
before him. In the midft of this general 
adulation, one perfon only ftooped not to 
Haman. Tliis was Mordecai the Jew; 
who, knowing this Amalekite to be an 
eneniy to the people of God, and, with 
idrtuous indignation, dcfpifing that in- 
folence of profperity with which he faw 
him lifted up, bowed not^ ^or did bim r^- 
vefence. On this appearance of difre-^ 
lpe£t from Mordecai, Haman was full of 
wrath : But be tbought fcorn to lay bands 
on Mordecai alone. Pcrfonal revenge wa* 
not fuffieient to fatisfy him* So violent 
and black were his paflions, that he re- 
folved to exterminate the whole nation to' 
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which Mordecai belonged. Abtiling, for S 
this cruel purpofe, the favour of his cre- 
dulous Sovereign, he obtained a decree to 
be fent forth, that, againft a certain day, 
all the Jews throughout the Perfian do- 
minions Ihould be put to the fword. 
Mean while, confident of fuccefs, and 
blind to approaching ruin, he continued 
exulting in his profperity. Invited by 
Ahafuerus to a royal banquet, which 
Efther the Queen had prepared, be went 
forth that day joyful^ and with a glad heart. 
But behold how flight an incident was 
fufEcient to poifon his joy ! As he went 
forth, he faw Mordecai in the King's 
gate ; and obferved, that ftill he refufed 
to do him homage : He food not upy mr 
was moved for him; although he well 
knew the formidable, defigns which Ha- 
mau was preparing to execute. One pri- 
vate man, who defpifed his greatnefs, 
and difdained fubmiflion, while a whole 
kingdom trembled before him ; one fpirit, 
which the utmoft ftrcjtch of his power 
could neither fubdue nor humble, blaft- 

cd 



Die ^Ogl 



176 On thi Dtforders 

SERH. ecf his Wurtiph^'. His whole foul was 
t_ fhaken with a ftorm of pafSbn. Wrath, 
pride, and (^^fire of revenge, rofc into 
fury. With difficulty he reftrained him- 
fdf in publjc ; but as foon as he came 
to his own houfe, he was forced to dif- 
clofe the agony of his mind. He gather- 
ed together his friends and family, with 
Zerifh his wife. He told them of the glory 
of his richeSy and the multitude of his chiU 
drek^ and alt the things wherein the King 
had promoted him^ and how he bad ad" 
vdficed hifu above the princes and fervdnU 
of the King. He faid^ moreover^ Tea^ EJlber 
the ^een did let no man come in with the 
King^ unto the banquet that foe had pre- 
pared^ but rhyfelf; and to-morrow alfo am I 
invited unto her with the King. ' After all 
this preamble, what is the conclufion? — 
Yet all this dvaileth me nothings fo long as 
I fee Mordecai the Jew fitting at the Kings 
gate. 

The fequel of Haman's hiftory I fliall 
not now purfue. It might afford matter 
for much inftruftion, by the conlpicu- 

ous 
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^ tDUs jliftice of God in his fall and puniili- 
ment. But^ Contemplating only the fin- 
gular fituation in which the Tdxt prefents 
him, and the violent agitatioA (if hi4 
mind which it difplays, the following 
refledlions naturally arife^ which, togetheif 
with fome pradical iniprovements, ihall 
make the fubje£t of this difcoutfe. L HbW 
Iniferable is vice, when one guilty paffion 
creates fo much torment! II. How una- 
vailing is profperityi when, in the height 
of it, a fihgle difappointment can deftroy 
the relifh of all its pleafures! III. How 
weak is human nature, which, in the ab- 
fence of real, is thus prone to form to it- 
felf imaginary woes ! 

I. How mirerable is vice. When one 
^ilty paffion is capable of creating fo 
much torment ! When We difcourfe to 
you of the intertial mifcry of finners; 
when we reprefetit the pangs which they 
fuffer, from violent paflions, and a cor- 
rupted heart ; we are fometimes fufpeded 
of chufmg a theme for declamation, and 
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SERM. of heightening the pidurc which wa 



They whofe minds are, by nature, hap* 
pily tranquil, or whofe fituation in life 
rempv^^ . them from the didurbance. and 
tumult of paffion, can hardly conceive^ 
that as long as the body is at eaiie, and 
the e;?cternal condition profperous, any 
thing which pafFes within the mind 
Ihould caufe fuch exxjuifite woe. But^ 
for the truth pf our affertions, we appeal 
to the hiftory of mankind. We might 
reafon from the conftitution of the ra-^ 
tional frame ; where the underftanding is . 
appointed to be fupreme, and the paSions 
to be fubordinate ; and where, if this due 
arrangement of its pafts be overthrown, 
mifery necfiTarily enfues, as paio i€ 
confequent in the animal frame, upon . 
the diftortion of its members* But lay- 
ing Ipeculations of this kind; afide, it n 
fufficient to lead you ..to the view of fafits» 
the import of which t»n neither be con- 
troverted, nor miftaken. This is, indeed^ 
the great advantage of hiftory,. that k is 
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* a miiTOUr which holds up mankind to thcif s E R M. 
own view, For^ in all ages^ human na* \_ 7 
ture has been the fame. In the circle of 
worldly affairs^ the fame chara<afers and 
fituations are perpetually returning } and 
in the follies and paflions, the vice^ and 
crimes, of the generations that are pad^ wd 
read thofe of the prefent. 

Attend, then, to the inftance now be- 
fore us; and conceive, if you can, a per-^ 
fon more thoroughly wretched, than on^ 
reduced to make this humiliating confef- 
fiop, that though furrcuhded with power^ 
Opulence, and pleafure, he was loft to all 
happinefs, through the fiercenefs of his 
refentment; and was at that moment 
ftung by difappc^ntment, and torn by 
fage, beyond what he could bean All 

" this avaikth mt mthing^ fo long as I fct 
Mordtcul the Jew Jiiting at the King's gate. 
Had this been a foliloquy of Haman's 
within himfelf, it would have been a fuflS- 
cient difcovery of his mifery. But when 
we cortfider it as a confeflion which he 
makes to others, it is a proof that his 
• N 2 mifery 
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• mifery was become infupportablc. For 
fuch agitations of the mind every man 
ftrives to conceal, becaufe he knows they 
diflionour him. Other griefs and for- 
rows, he can, with freedom, pour out to 
a confident. What he fuffers from the 
injuftice or malice of the world, he is rtbt 
afhamed to acknowledge. But when hi^ 
fuffering arifes from the bad difpofitions 
of his own heart; when, in the height 
of profperity, he is rendered miferable, 
folely by difappointed pride, every ordi- 
nary motive for, communication ceafes* 
Nothing but the violence of anguifli can 
drive him- to confefs a pailion which ren^ 
ders him odious, and a weaknefs which 
renders him defpicableP To what ex- 
tremity, in particular, muft he be re- 
duced, before he can difclofe to his own 
family the infamous fecret of his mifery ? 
In the eye of his family every man wiflies 
to . appear refpcdable, and to cover from 
their knowledge» whatever may vilify or 
degrade him. Attacked or reproached 
abroad, he confoles himfelf with his im- 
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portance at home; and in domeftic at- 
tachment and refpedt, feeks for fome com- 
penfation for the injuftice of the world. 
Judge then of the degree of torment 
which Hamai^ endured, by its breaking 
through all thefe reftraints, and forcing 
'him to publifh his fliame before thofe 
from whom all men feek moft to hide it. 
How fevere muft have been the confli£|: 
which he underwent within himfelf, bcT 
fore' he called together his wife, and all 
his friends for this purpofe ! How dreads 
fijl the agony he fufFered at the moment 
of his confeffion, when, to the aftonilhed 
company, he laid open the caufe of his 
diftrefs! 

Affemble all the evils which poverty^ 
difeafe, or violence can inflidl, and their 
flings will be found by far lefs pungent, 
than thofe which fuch guilty paffions dart 
into the heart. Amidft the ordinary cala-» 
mities of the world, the mind can exert 
its powers, and fugged relief ; And th? 
mind is properly the man; the fuff^rer, 
and ^his fufferings, can be diftinguiihed. 

N ^ But 
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But thofe diforders of paffion, by feiz- 
ing direQIy on the mind, attack hu- 
man nature in its ftrong hold, and cut 
off its laft refource. They penetrate to the 
very feat of fenfation j and convert all 
the powers of thought into inftruments of 
torture. 

Let us remark, in the event that Is now 
before us, the awful hand of God ; and 
admire his juftice, in thus making the 
finner's own wickcdnefs to reprove hiniy and 
his backjlidings to correal him. • Scepticks 
reafon in vain againft the reality of di- 
vine government It is not a fubjed: of 
difpute. It is a faft which carries the 
evidence of fenfe, and difplays itfelf be- 
fore our eyes. We fee the Almighty ma- 
nifeftly purfuing the ftnner with evil. We 
fee bim conneding with every fingle de* 
viation from duty, thofe wounds of the 
fpirit which occafion the moft exquifitc 
torments. He hath not merely promul- 
gated his laws now, and delayed the dif- 
tribution of rewards and punifbments 
until a future period of being. Buf the 
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fandions of his laws already take place ; 
their efFefts appear ; and with fuch infi- 
nite wifdom are they contrived, as to 
require no other executioners of juftice 
againft the finner, than his own guilty 
palEons. God needs not come forth from 
his fecret place, in order to bring him to 
puniftiment. He need not call thunder 
down from the heavens, nor raife any mi- 
nifter of wrath from the abyfs below. He 
needs only fay, Ephraim is joined to bis 
idols } let him alone: And, at that inftant, 
the finner become^ his own tormenton 
The infernal fire begins, of itfelf, to kindle 
within him. The worm that never dies, 
feizes on his heart. 

Let us remark alfo, from this example, 
how imperfedly we can judge frcrm ex- 
ternal appearances, concerning real hapi 
pinefe or mifery. All Perfia, it is pro- 
bable, envied Haman as the happieft 
perfon in the empire; while yet, at the 
moment of which we now treat, there 
was not within its bounds, one mor? 
thoroughly wretched, We are feduced^ 
N 4 and 
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and deceived by that falfe glare whicli 
profperity fometimes throws around bad 
men. We are tempted to imitate their 
crimes, in order to partake of their ima- 
gined felicity. But remember Haman, 
and beware of the fnare. Think not, 
when you behold a pageant of grandeur . 
difplayed to public view, that you dif- 
cern the enfign of certain bappinefs. In 
order to form any juft conclufion, you 
muft follow the great man into the re* 
tired apartment, where he lays afide his 
difguife. You muft not only be able to 
penetrate into the interiour of families, 
but you muft have a faculty by which 
you can look into the infide of hearts. 
Were you endowed with fuch a power, 
you would moft commonly behold good 
men, in proportion to their goodnefs, 
fatisfied and eafy ; you would behold 
atrocious fmners always reftlefs and un-f 
happy, 

Unjuft are our complaints, pf the 
promifcuous diftribution made by Provi- 
dence, x)f its favours among men. From 
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fuperficial views fuch complaints arifc* SERM* 
The diftribution of the goods of fortune, 
indeed, may often be promifcuous ; that 
is, difproportioned to the moral charac- 
ters of men; but the allotment of real 
happinefs is never fo. For to the wicked 
there is no peace. ITbey are like the troubled 
fea .njoben it cannot rejl. They travel with 
pain all their days* Trouble and angui/h 
prevail againjl them. Terrours make them 
afraid on every Jide. • A dreadful found it 
in their ears\ and they are in great fear 

where no fear is. ^Hitherto we have 

confidered Haman under the charadter of 
a very wicked man, tormented by crimi- 
nal palEcns. Let us now confider him, 
merely as a child of fortune, a profpc- 
rous man of the world j and proceed to 
obferv?, 

IL How unavailing Worldly profperity 
is, fince, in the midft of it, a fingle dis- 
appointment is fufficient to embitter all 
its pleafures. We might at firft imagine, 
tbsit the natural effeft of profperity would 

be. 
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be, to diffufe over the mind a prcvailiog 
fatisfadion, which the leffer evils of life 
could not ruffle or difturb. We might 
€xpe£t, that as one in the full glow of 
hcAJth, defpifes the inclemency of wea- 
ther ; fo one in pofleffion of all the ad- 
vantages .of high power and- ftation, 
fiiould difregard flight injuries; and, at 
perfeft eafe with himfelf, flhould view, 
in the moft favourable light, the behavi- 
our of others around him. Such effedis 
would indeed follow, if worldly profperity 
contained in itfelf the true princfples of 
Iiuman felicity. But as it poflefles them 
not, the very reverfe of thofe confequen- 
ccs generally obtains. Profperity debili- 
ta[tes, ioftead of ftrengthening the mind. 
Its moft common efFedk is, to create an 
extreme fenfibility to the flighteft wound. 
It foments impatient defires ; and raifes 
expedations which no fuccefs can fatisfy. 
It fofters a falfe delicacy, which lickens 
in the midft of indulgence. By repeat- 
ed gratification, it blunts the feelings of 
men to what is pleafing ; and leaves there 

unhappily 
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unhappily acute to whatever is tineafy. 
Hence, the gale which another would wy— ^ 
fcarcely feel, is, to the prolperous, a rude 
tempeft. Hence, the rofc-Ieaf doubled be- 
low them on the couch, as it is told of 
the effeminate Sybarite, breaks their reft. 
Hence, the difrefpedl Ihpwn by Mordccai, 
preyed with fuch violence on the heiit of 
Haman. Upon no principle of reafon caa 
we affign a fufEcient caufe for all the 
diftrefs which this incident occafioned to 
him. The caufe lay not in the external 
incident. It lay within himfelf ; it arofc 
from a mind diftempercd by profperity. 

Let this example correct that blind 
cagemefs, with which we rulh to tlie 
chac^ of worldly greatnefs and honours. 
I fay not, that it fhould altogether divert 
us from purfuing them ; fmce, when ^en- 
joyed with temperance and wifdom, they 
may doubtlefs both enlarge our utility, 
and contribute to our comfort. But let it 
teach us not to over-rate them. Let it 
convince us, that unlefs we add to them 
the necelfary corredivej pf piety and vir- 
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tue, they are, by themfelves, more likely 
to render us wretched, than to make us 
happy. 

Let the memorable fate of Haman 
fuggeft to us alfo, how often, befidcs cor- 
rupting the mind, and engendering inter- 
nal mifery, they lead us among precipices, 
and betray us into niin. At the moment 
when fortune feemcd to fmile upon him 
with the moft ferene and fettled afpedi, 
Ihe was digging in fecret the pit for his 
fall. Profperity was weaving around his 
head the web of deftru£tion. Succefs in- 
flamed his pride j pride increafed his thirft 
of revenge ; the revenge which, for the 
lake of one man, he fought to ejcecutc on 
a whole nation, incenfed the Queen ; and 
he is doomed to fuffer the fame, death 
which he had prepared for Mordecai. — 
Had Haman remained in a private fta- 
tion, he might have arrived at a peaceable 
old age. He might have been, I fliall not 
fay, a good or a happy man, yet pro- 
bably far lefs guilty, and lefs wretched, 
than when placed at the head of the 
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greati^ empire in the Eaft. Who knowetb S E R M. 
nvbat is good for man in this life^ all the ^^^j 
days of his vain life^ which be ^endetb as a 
Jbadow. 

Ail extenfive contemplation of hiiman 
affairs will lead us tD this conclufion, 
Thatj among the different conditions and 
ranks of men, the , balance of happinefa 
is preferved in a great meafure equal;; 
and- that the high and the low, the riclt 
and the poor, approach, in point of real 
enjoyment, much nearer to each bther^ 
than is commonly imagined. In the lot 
of* nian, mutual compenfations, both of 
pleafixre and of pain, imiverfally take 
place. Providence never intended^ that 
any ftate here fhould be either completely' 
happy, or entirely miferable. If the feel- 
ings of pleafure are more numerous, and 
more lively, in the higher * departments 
of life, fuch ailb are thofe of pain* If 
grealtnefs 'flatters our vanity, it multiplies 
our dangers. If opulence increafcs our 
gratifications, it increafes, in the fame 
proportion, our defires and' demandsr If 

the 
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SERM. the poor arc confkied to a fnore i^arrotnr 

VII 

- ' circle, yet within that circle lie moft of 
thofe natural fati^adions, which, after 
all the refinements of art, are foun^ to 
be the moft genuine and true. — In a ftate, 
therefore, where there is neither fo much 
to be coveted on the one hand, nor to be 
dreaded on the other, as at firft appears, 
how fubmiffive ought we to be to the dif- 
pofal of Providence! How temperate in 
Our defires and purfuits ! How much more 
attentive to preferve our virtue, and to 
improve our minds, than to gain the doubt-* 
iul and equivocal advantages of worldly 
pro^erity ! ■ But now, laying afide the 
confideration of Haman's great crimes; 
laying afide his high profjpcrity ; viewing 
him fimply as a man, let us obferve, firom 
his hiftory, 

IIL How weak hunfan nature is, 
which, in the abfence of real, is thHS 
prone to create to itfelf imaginary woes* 
jiJl this availetb me nothing, fo long as I Jke 
Mordccai the Jew fitting at the Kings gate. 

—What 
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. Vlf 
though Mbrdecai had continued to fit ^ ry n^ 

there, and negleded to do thee homage? 
Would the banquet have been on that 
account the lefs magnificent, thy palace 
iefs fplendid, or thy retinue lefs nume- 
rous? Could the difrefped: of an obfcure 
ftranger difhonour the ^ favourite of a 
mighty King? In the midft of a thou- 
fand fubmifliVe courtiers^ was one fuUen 
countenance an object worthy of drawing 
thy notic^^- or of troubling thy repofe ?— • 
Alas! Haman we behold too juft a 
picture of what often pafles within our- 
felves*^ We never know w hat it is to be 
long at eafe. Let the . wotld ceafe from/ 
chaagVtig around ui^. Let external things 
keep tbat.;;fzt<itafiaa in which we moft ; 
wifli tTaen[i *o renjarin j yet fomewhas ; 
froccL within fliall .fbon arile, to difturii/ 
our jjiappiiiefs^ ' KrMordecai appears, oc 
feejns to ^di^mt^ fitting (it tht gate, Some 
vexation, ^hich dur! fanty has cithet 
endreky created, or at kaftrJia^ uareafoxi'- 
ably aggravated^, ooribdes us^ m <&crbt| 
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we are inceflantly complaining of the 
vanity and the evils of human life^ 
make that vanity, and we increafe thofc 
evils. Unfkilled in the art of extrading 
happinefs from the objects around us, our 
ingenuity folely appears in converting them 
into ihifery* 

Let it not be thought, that troubles of 
this kind are incident only to the great 
and the mighty. Though they, perhaps, 
from the 'intemperance of their paffions, 
are peculiarly expofed to them; yet the 
difeafe itfelf belongs to human ©ature, 
and fpreads through all ranks. In the 
humble, and feemingly quiet (hade^ of 
private life, difcontent broods over its 
imaginary forrows ; preys upon the citi* 
zen, no lefs than upon the courtier; and 
often . nouriflies paflions, equally malig- 
nant: in the cottage and in the palace« 
Having once feized the mind, it fpreads 
its own gloom over ^very furrounding 
olyeifLj.it every where fparches out ma-^ 




availetb tus nothings Thus^ wbilft 
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terials for itfclf j and in no direftion more ^ ^^j^' 
frequently employs its unhappy adivi- w-y^ 
ty, thacn in creating divifions amongft 
mankind^ and in magnifying flight pro- 
vocations into mortal injuries* Thofe 
felf-created miferies, imaginary in the 
caufe, but real in the fuffering, will be 
found to form a proportion of human 
evils, not inferiour, either in feverity or 
in number, to all that we endure from 
the unavoidable calamities of life* In 
fituations where much comfort might be 
enjoyed, this man's fuperiority, and that 
man's ne^edt, our jealoufy of a friend, 
our Jiatred of a rival, an imagined af- 
front, or a miftaken point of honour, 
allow us no repofe. Hence, difcorda in 
families, animofities among friends, and 
wars among nations* Hence, Haman 
miferable in the midft of all that great- 
nefs^ could beftow. Hence multitudes 
in the moft obfcure ftations, for whom 
Providence feemed to have prepared a 
quiet life, no lefs eager in their petty 
broils, nor lefs tormented by their paf- 
VoL. t O fions^ 
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SERM. fions, than if princely honours were tlie 
^ , > prize for which they contended. 

From this train of obferVation, which 
the Text hsts fuggefted^ can we avoid re-* 
flcding upon the diforder in which hu-* 
man nature pkinly appears at prefent td 
lie? We have beheld, in Hamitti, the 
picture of that mifery which arifcs from 
evil paffions ; of that unhappinefs^ which 
is incident to the higheft profperity; of 
that difcontent, which u common to 
every ftate. Whether we ct)fifider him 
as a bad man, a profperous man^ 6r Am- 
ply as a man,- in every light we behold 
reafon too weak for pitfiion. This is the 
fource of the reigning evil; this is the 
toot of the univerfal difeafe. The ftory 
of Haman only Ihows tis, t^hat human 
nature has too generally appeared to 
be in every age. Hence, when we read 
the hiftory of nations, what do Xve read 
but the hiftory of the follies and crimes 
of men ? We may dignify thofe recorded 
trainfadioasi by calling them the intriguee 
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<jf ftatefmen, apd the exploits of conquer- s B R m. 
ours J but they are, in truth^ no other than .^ Z^'^^ 
the efforts of difcontent to efcape from 
its mifery^ and the ftruggles of contending 
paffions among unhappy men* The hiftory 
of mankind has ever been a continued 
tragedy ; the world, a great theatre exhi^ 
biting the fame repeated fcene^ of the follies 
of men Ihooting forth into , guilty and o£ 
their pailions fermentingi by a quick pr<D->- 
cd(S| into mifery. 

But can tre believe, that the nature of 
man came forth in this ftate from the 
hands of its gracious Creator? Did hi 
frame thiB wOrld^ and fiore it with inha-^ 
bitants, folely that it might be repleniihed 
with crittts and misfortunes? — ^In the 
teor&]^ as well as in the natural world, we 
may plainly difcero the iigus of fome 
tioknt conTuliion, which has ihattered the 
original W(»rkmaaihip of the Almighty* 
Amidft this wreck of human natur^^ 
ttaces lliU remain which indicate its Ai^ 
dier.' Thofe highi powers of eonfciende 
and rtaiii^i that capacity f^r iiappxiie{% 
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E^RM. that ardour of cnterprize, that glow of 
affedion, which often break through the 
gloom of human vanity and guilt, arc 
like the fcattered columns, the broken 
arches, and defaced fculptures of fome 
fallen temple, whofe ancient fplendour 
appears amidft its ruins. So confpicuous 
in human nature are thofe charadlers, 
both of a high origin, and of a degrad- 
ed ftate, that, by many religious feds 
throughout the earth, they have been 
feen and confefTed. A tradition feems to 
have pervaded almoft all nations, that 
the human race had either through fome 
offence forfeited, or through fome mif- 
fortune loft, that ftation of primaeval 
honour which they once pofTefTed. But 
while, from this dodtrine, ill underftood, 
and involved in many fabulous tales, the 
nations wandering in Pagan darknefs 
•could draw . no confequences that were 
juft ; while totally ignorant of the na- 
ture of the difeafe, they fought in vain 
^for the remedy; the fame divine revela- 
tion, which has informed ii» in what 
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manner our apoftacy arofe, from the abufe ^y^j^' 
of our rational powers, has inftruded us \r-^_f 
alfo how we may be reftored to virtue and 
to happinefs- 

Let us, therefore, ftudy to improve 
the affiftance which this revelation affords,' 
for the reftoration of our nature, and the 
recovery of our felicity. With humble 
and grateful minds, let us apply ,to thofe 
medicinal fprings which it hath opened, 
for curing the diforders of our heart and 
paffions. In this view, let us, . with reve- 
rence, look up to that Divine Perfonage, 
who defcended into this world, on pur- 
pofe tp be the light and the life of men ; 
who came in the fuUnefs of grace and 
truth, to repair the defolation of many ge^* 
nerationsy to reftore order among the 
works of God, and to raife up a new earth 
and new heavens^ wherein righteoufnefs 
Jbould dwell for ever. Under his tuition 
let us put ourfelves; and, amidft the 
ftorms of paffion to which we are here 
expofed, ^nd the flippery paths which we 
O 3 . are 
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are left to tread, never truft prcfuipptu^ 
^ oufly to Qur owa undej?ftapding. Thank'-* 
ful that a Heavenly Condudlor vouchfafes 
his aid, let us earneftly pray, that frpin 
him may defcend divide ligjht to guide our 
fteps, and divine ftrength to fortify our 
minds. Let us pray, that his grace may 
keep us from all intemperate paffiqns, and 
miftaken purfuits of pleafure ; that whether 
it {hall be his will to give or to deny us 
earthly profperity, he may blefs us with a 
calm, a found, and well-regulated wnd ; 
may give us moderation in fucccfs, an4 
fortitude under difappointment ; and may 
enable us fo to take warning from the 
crimes and miferies of others, as to efcapc 
the fnares of guilt. 

While we thus maintain a due de- 
pfedence on God, let us alfo e^cert our- 
felves with care in afting our own part. 
From the whole of what has been faid, 
this important inftru£tion arifes, that the 
happinefs of every man depends more 
upon the ftate of bis own mind, than 

upon 
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upon any one external circumftance ; nay, 
more than upon all external things put 
together- We have feen^ that inordinate 
pafiions are the great difturbers of life ; 
and that, unlefs we poffefs a good confci- 
cnccj and a weU-^governed mind, difcon-r 
tent will blaft every enjoyment, and the 
higheft profperity will prove only difguif- 
ed mifery. Fix then this conclufion in 
your minds^ that the deftrudtion of your 
virtue is the deftruftion of your peace, 
fCeep thy heart with all diligence ; govern 

it with the gre^teft care ; for out of it are 
the ijffues of life. In no ftation, in no period^ 
think yourfelves fecure from the dangers 
which fpring from your paflions. Every 
age, and every ftation they befet; from 
youth to grey hairs^ and frpn^ the peafant 
to the prince. 

At your firft fetting out in life, efpe- 
cially, when yet unacquainted with* the 
world and its fnares, when every plea- 
fure enchants with its fmile, and every 
pbje£t fhines with the glofs of novelty ^ 
^eware of the feducing appearances which 
O 4 furround 
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furround you, and recoiled what others 
have fufFered from the power of head- 
ftrong defire. If you allow any paffion, 
even though it be efteemed innocent, 
to acquire an abfolute afcendant, your 
inward peace will be impaired. But if 
any, which has the taint of guilt, take 
early pofleffion of your mind, you may 
date from that moment the ruin of your 
tranquillity. Nor with the feafon of 
youth does the peril end. To the im^ 
petuofity of youthful defire, fucceed 
the more fober, but no lefs dangerous, 
attachments of advancing years; when 
the paffions which are conneded with 
intereft and anjbition begin their reign, 
and too frequently extend their malig-» 
nant influence, even over fhofe periods 
of life which ought to be iiioft tranqufl. 
From the firft to the laft of man's abode 
on earth, the difcipline niuft never be 
relaxed, of guarding the heart from the 
dominion of paffion^ Eager paffions, and 
violent defires, were not made for man. 
They exceed his fphere. They find no 

j^de(jua^t§ 
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adequate objeds on earth; and of courfe SERM. 
can be produdive of nothing but mifery. -^^-^ 
The certain confequence of indulging them 
is, that there fliall come an evil day, 
when the anguifh of difappointment fliall 
drive us to acknowledge, that all which we 
enjoy availetb us nothing. 

You are not to imagine, that the warn- 
ings which I have give^tin this difcourfe, 
are applicable only to the cafe of fuch 
fignal offenders as he was, of whom the 
Text treats. Think not, as I am afraid 
too many do, that becaufe your paffions 
have not hurried you into atrocious deeds, 
they have therefore wrought no mifchief, 
and have left no fting behind them. By a 
continued feries of loofe, though appa- 
rently trivial, gratifications, the heart is 
often as thoroughly corrupted, as by the 
commiffion of any one of thofe enormous 
crimes which fpring from great ambition, 
or great revenge. Habit gives the paffions 
ftrength, while the abfence of glaring 
guilt feemingly juftifies them ; and, un- 
awakencd by remorfe, the fmner proceeds 

ia 
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i^ft courfe, till he wax bold in guiltj^ and 
|)e^:omc ripe for ruin. For, by gradual 
^ind latent fteps, the deftrudion of our 
virtue advances. Did the evil unveil itfelf 
at the beinniiigj did the ftorn^ which is 
to overthrow our peace, difcover as it 
rofe, all its horrours, precautions ^ould 
jnore frequently be taken f^gz^inft ^t, But 
we are imperceptibly betrayed j and froni 
one licentious attachment, one criminal 
paflion, are, by ^ train of cpufequences, 
drawn on to another, till the government 
of our minds is irrecoverably loft. The 
enticing and the odious paflipna are, in this 
refpeft, fimilar in their; procefs ; and, 
though by dijfferent roads, conduft at laft 
to the fame ilTue. David, when he firft 
beheld Bathftieba, did not plan the death 
of Uriah. Haman was not delivered up. 
all at once to the madnefs of revenge. His 
paffions rofc with the rifmg tide of pro- 
verity ^ and pride completed what profpe- 
rity began. What was originally no more 
than difpleafure at Mordecai's difrefped, 
increafed with every invitation he received 
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to the banquet of the Queen; till it im- SERM. 
pelled him to devife the flau^hter of 2^ whole , X^i'^ 
nation, an4 ended in a degnee of rage which 
confounded his reafon^ and hurried hipi to 
ruiiit In this manner^ every crinjinal pal^ 
fion, in its progrefs, fwells and blackens j 
and what was at firft a fmall cloud, fuch as 
the Prophet's fervant faw^ no bigger than a 
mans bandy rijing from the fia^^ is fooi\ 
found to cajrry the tempeft in its womb, 

^ I Kings, xvilL 4^. 
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SERMON VIII. 



On our Ignorance of Good and Evil 
in this Life. 



HE meafurc according to which 



affords confpicuous proofs of divine wif- 
dom. In many inftances we clearly per- 
ceive, that either more or lefs would have 
proved detrimental to his ftate; that en- 
tire ignorance would have deprived him 
of proper motives to a£tion ; and that 
complete difcovery would have raifed 
him to a fphere too high for his pre- 



ECCLES. vi. 12* 



Who knowetb what is good for man in this 
life^ all the days of his vain life^ which 
he Jpendeth as a Jhadow ? 




knowledge is difjpenfed to man, 
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fent powers. He is, therefore, permitted SERM. 
to know only in part; and to fee through ^Y^^^'^ 
a glafs darkly. He is left in that ftate 
of conjeikure, and partial information, 
which though it may occafionally fubje<3: 
him to diftrefs, yet, on the whole, con- 
duces moft to his improvement ; which af- 
fords him knowledge fuflScient for the pur- 
pofes of virtue, and of active life, without 
difturbing the operations of his mind, by 
a light too bright and dazzling. This 
evidently holds, with refpedt to that de- 
gree of obfcurity which now covers the 
great laws of Nature, the decrees of the 
Supreme Being, the ftate of the invifible 
world, the future events of our own life, 
and the thoughts and defigns which pafs 
within the hreafts of others*. 

But there is an ignorance of another 
kind, with refpe£t to which the applica- 
tion of this remark may appear more du- 
bious; the ignorance under which men 
labour concerning their happinefs in the 
prefent life, and the means of attaining it. 

• Vide Serm. IV. 
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^vm^ If there be foundation for Solbmon's 
ki--v^lj complaint in the Text, who knowetb nvbat 
is good for man in this life? this confe- 
quence may be thought inevitably to fol- 
loWj That the days of his life muft be vain 
in evefy fenfe ; not only becaufe they are 
Meeting, but becaufe they are empty too, 
like the Jhadow. For, to what purpofe 
are all his kbours in the purliiit of an. 
obje£t, which it ii not iii his power to 
difcover or afcertain? — Let lis then fcri^ 
oufly enquire^ what account can be girea 
of our prefent ignorancci receding what 
is good for us in this life; whether no- 
thing be left, but only to wander in 
uncertainty amidft this dai'knefs, and to 
lament it as the lad confequence of our 
fallen ftatej of whethet fuch inftnic- 
tions may not be derived from it^ as give 
ground for acknowledging, that by this, 
as by all its other appointments, the wif- 
dom of Providence brings real good out 
of feeming evil. I fliall, in order to de- 
termine this point, firft, endeavour to il- 
luftrate the doftrine of the Text, That wc 
4 know 
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know not, or at moft know impetfe£tly, Sfi^RM. 
what is good for us in this life: I fliall y-^^-Li 
next explain the caufes to which this de- 
foa. in our knowledge is owing s And 
then fliall fliow the purpofes which it 
was intended to ferve, and the effeds 
i/^hich it ought to produce on our con* 
dud; 

• ^ 

The whole hiftory of mankind feems 
a comment on the dodrine of the Text* 
When We review the courfe of humait 
affairs, one of the firft objdds which evefy 
Where attrads our notice^ is, the mif- 
taken judgment of men concerning thfeif 
own inter eft. The fore evil^ which Sdo- 
tnon lofig ago remarked with refped id 
richeSj df their being kept by the owners 
thereof lb thtir hurt^MkcB place equally 
with refped to dominion and power, and 
all the fplendid objedi and high ftations 
of life. We every day behold men climb- 
i^igj ^7 painful fteps, to that dangerou* 
height, which, in the end^ renders their 
fall more feverej and their ruin more con-^ 

fpicuous- 
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fpicuous. But it is not to high ftationtf 
that the dodrine of the Text is Kmited. 
In the crimes by which too often thefe are 
gained, and in the misfortunes which they 
afterwards bring forth, the greater part of 
every audience may think themfelves little 
concerned. Leaving fuch themes, there- 
fore, to the poet and the hiftorian, let us 
come nearer to ourfelves, and furvey the 
ordinary walk of life. 

Around us, we every where behold a 
bufy multitude. . Reftlefs and uneafy in 
their prefent fituation, they are incelTantly 
employed in accomplifliing a change of 
it; and, as foon as their wifh is fulfill- 
ed, we difcern, by their behaviour, that 
they are as diflatisfied a§ they were be- 
fore. . Where they expedled to have found 
a paradife, they find a defert. The man 
of bufinefs pines for leifure. The leifure 
for which. .he had longed, proves an irk- 
ibme gloom; and, through want of em- 
ployment, he languifhes, fickens, and dies. 
The man of retirement fancies no flate to 
be fo happy, as that of adtive life. But 

he 
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h^, his not engaged long in the tumults 
and coritfcfts of the world, until he finds 
caufe to look back with regret on the cahn 
hours of his former privacy and retreat. 
Beauty, wit,^ eloquence, and fame^ are 
eagerly defired by perfons iii every rank 
df life. They are the parent's fondeft 
wifh for his child; the ambition t)f the 
^tiung, and the adnSiratibn cf the old. 
And, yet. In -v^hat numberlefs inftances 
have they pfOved, to thofe who poflefled 
them, no other than fliining fiiares ; fe- 
dtidtions to vice, inftigatioils to folly, 
and, in the end, fources of mifery ? Com- 
fortably iriight their days have pafled, 
had they been lefs confpicuous. But the 
diftindlions whict brought them forth 
to notice, conferred fplcndour, and with- 
drew bappinefs. Long life is, of all 
others, the moft general, and feemingly 
the moft innocent obje£t of defire. With, 
refpedl to this too, we fo frequently err, 
that it would have been a blefling to 
many to have had their wifli denied. 
There was a period, when they might 
Vol. L P iayc 
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^vm^' ^^^^ quitted the ftage with honour, and 
v^^-nr**^ in peace. But by living too long, they 
outHved their reputation ; outlived their 
fiimily, their friends, and comforts ; and 
reaped nothing from the continuance of 
days, except to feel the prcflure of age, ta 
tafte the dregs of life, and to behold a wider 
Gompafs 4of human mifery. 

Man walketb in a vain fiow. His fears 
are often as vain as his wifhes. As what 
flattered him in expedtation, frec^endy 
woimds him in pofleffion ; fo the event 
to which he looked forward wath an 
anxious and fearful eye^ has often, when 
it arrived, laid its terrours afide; nay, 
has brought in its train unexped:ed bleff- 
ings. Both good and evil are beheld at a 
diftance, through a perfpedive which 
deceives. The colours of objects when 
nigh, are entirely different from what 
they appeared, when they were viewed in 
futurity. 

This fadl then being undoubtedly cer-- 
tain, .that k is commdn for men to be 

! deceived 
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deceived, in their profpeds of happinefs, 
let us next enquire into the caufes of that 
deception. Let us attend to thofe peculiar 
circumftances in our ftate, which render 
us fuch incompetent judges of future good 
or evil in this life. 

Firft, We are not fufficiently acquaint- 
ed with ourfelves, to forefee our future 
feelings* We judge by the fenfations of 
the prefent moment; and, in the fervour 
of defire, pronounce confidently concern- 
ing the defired obje£t. But we reflect 
not, that our minds, like our bodies, un- 
dergo great alteration from the ^nations 
into which they are thrown, and wie pro- 
grelEve ftages of life through which they 
pafs. Hence, concerning any condition 
which is yet untried, we conjedture with 
much uncertainty. In imagination, we 
carry out prefent wants, inclinations, and 
fentiments, into the ftate of life to which 
we afpire. But no fooner have we en- 
tered on it, than our fentiments and incli- 
nations change. New wants and defires 
arife j new objeds are required to gratify 
P 2 them ; 
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them ; and' by confequehce oUr old' diiP' 
fatisfaction returns, and the void, ^A^hich 
was to have been filled, remains as* greit 
as it was before. 

But, next, fuppofing our knowledge df 
ourfelves fufEcient to dire£t us in the 
choice of happinefs, yet ftill wc are liable 
to err, from our ignorance of the con- 
nexions which fubfift between our own 
condition and that of others. No indi- 
viduat can be happyj unlefs the circum- 
ftances df tfiofe around him be fo ad- 
j'uftetl as to confpire with his intereft* For, 
in hujfcjp fociety, no happinefs or mi- 
fery fflinds unconnefted and independent. 
Our fortunes are interwoven by threads 
innumerable. We touch one another on 
all fides. One man's misfortune ore fuc- 
cefs,' his wifdom or his folly, often, by 
its confequences, reaches through multi- 
tudes. Such a fyftem is far too compli* 
cated for our arrangement. It requires^ 
adjuftments beyond our (kill and power. 
It is a chaos of events, into which our. 
eye cannot pierce ; and is capable of re- 
u ^latipn^ 
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gulation, oijly Ixy him who perceives at one 
glance the relation of each to aJL 

Farther, As we are ignorant of the 
events which will arife fi:om the combi- 
nation of our circumflances with thofe of 
others, fo we are equally ignorant of the 
influence which the prefent tranfadions of 
our fife may have upon thofe which are 
future. The important queftion is not. 
What is good for a man one day ; but 
What is good for Mm all the days of his 
life 9 Not, what will yield him a few 
fcattered pleafur^s ; but what will render 
his life happy on the whole amount? 
And is he able to anfwer th2||li||^eftion, 
who knoweth not what one day may bring 
forth} who cannot tell, whether the events 
of it may not branch out iQto confcT 
quence^, which will aflCume a dirqaipiji 
quite oppofite to that in which they fet • 
forth, aiid fpread themfplyes pver all hi^ 
life tO; cOme ? There is not any prefent 
moment that is unconheded with feme 
future one- The life of every man is a 
eontinued chain of incidents, each link 
P 3 of 
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of which hangs upon the former. The 
tranfition from caufe to effed, from event 
to event, is often carried on by fecret 
fteps, which our forefight cannot divine, 
and our fagacity is unable to trace. Evil 
may, at fome future period, bring forth 
good ; and good may bring forth evil, 
both equally unexpedteA Had the Pa- 
triarch, Jx^feph, continued to loiter under 
his father's fond indulgence, he might 
have lived an obfcure and infignificant 
life. From the pit and the prifon, arofe 
the incidents which made him the rukr 
of Egypt, and the faviour of his father's 
houfe. fl^ 



Laftly, Suppofing every other incapa- 
city to be removed, our igndrance of the 
dangers to which our fpiritual ftate is 
expofed, would difqualify us for judging 
foundly concerning our true happinefs. 
Higher interefts than thofe of the prefent 
world, are now depending. All that is 
done or fufFered by us here, ultimately 
refers to that immortal world, fof which 
good men are trained up, under the care 
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of an Almighty Parent, We are as in- ^yj^j^ 
competent judges of the meafures necef- ^^-^-^ 
fary to be purfued for this end, as children 
are, of the proper condud: to be held in 
their education. We forefee the dangers 
of our fpiritual, flill lefs than we do thofe 
of our natural ftate; becaufe we are lefs 
attentive to trace them. We are ftill more 
^expofed to vice than to mifery ; becaufe. 
the confidence which we place in our vir- 
tue, is yet worfe founded than that which 
ive place in our wifdom. Can you efteem ' . 
him profperous, who is raifed to a fitua- 
tion which flatters his paflions, but which 
corrupts his principles, diforders his tem- 
per, and, finally, overfets his virtue ? In 
the ardour of purfuit, how little are thefe 
'e^Fe£i:s forefeen ? And yet, how often are 
they accompliflied, by a change of condi- 
tion ? Latent corruptions are called forth ; 
feeds of guilt are quickened into life ; a 
growth of crimes arifes, which, bad it not 
been for the fatal culture of prolperity, 
would never have feen the light. How 
often is man, boaftful as he is of reafon^ 
P 4 merely 
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s merely the creature of his fortune ; formr 
i_ ^ ed, and moulded, by the incidents of his 
life! — Haza^lj ^hen yqt a private man, 
detefted the thoughts of cruelty, ^hou^ 
[halt Jlay^ the young men with tb( /wordy 
faid the Prophi^t : Thou JJoalt dajk the cbilr 
drcn^ and rip up the women w 'ub cbild^ h 
thy fervant a dogy replied Ha^ael, that b(^ 
Jbpuld do thefe things ? But no fponer was 
he clothe4 with thp ppvqted purple, thaij 
it feemed to taint his nature. com- 
mitted the crimes of which, at a diftance^ 
he believed hi mfelf incapable; and became 
the bloody tyrant, whpfe charafter his foul 
once abhorred 

Such then at prcfent is nriaa; thus 
incapable of pronouncing wuth certainty 
concerning his own good or eivil. Of 
futurity he difccrns little ; and cyen that 
little he fees through a cloud. Ignorant 
of the alteration which his fentiments 
and dcfxres ^yill undergo from new fitua-* 
tions in life ; ignorant of the confequences 

* 2 Kings, viii, 12, 13. 

8 which 
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;V?hidi will follow from the combina- SERM, 

VIII 

fion of his ctrcumftahces with thofe of i \jf 
others ground him y ignorant of the in-^ 
fiuence which the prcfent may have on the 
future events of bis life ; ignorant of the 
effedl which a change of condition may 
produce, on his moral charad^er, and his 
eternal interefts : How can he know %vbat 
is good for him all the days of his vain life^ 
which be fpendeth as a fbadow ? 

Inftead of only lamenting this ignorance^ 
let us, in the laft place, confider how it 
ought to be improved ; what duties it 
fuggefts, and what wife ends it was intend-^ 
f d by Providence to promote. 

J. Let this do£trine teach us to pro- 
ceed' with caution and circumfpedlion, 
through a world where evil fo frequently 
lurks" under the form of good. To be 
humble and modeft in opinion, to be vigi- 
lant and attentive ip conduct, to diftruft 
fair appesirances, and to reftrain rafli dc- 
fires, aire inftrudions which the darknefs 
of our prefent ftatei fliould ftrongly in- 
culcate. 
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^VHI^ culcatc. God hath appointed our fitua* 
tion to be fo ambiguous, •in order both 
to call forth the exertion of thofe intellir 
gent powers which he hath given us, and 
to enforce our dependence on his gracious 
aid. // is not in man that walkcth^ to direct 
his Jleps. Surrounded with fo many be- 
wildering paths, among which the wifeft 
are ready to ftray, how earneftly fhould 
we implore, and how thankfully Ihould 
we receive, that divine illumination which 
is promifed in fcripture to the pious and 
the humble ! T^be fecret of the Lord is with 
tbcm that fear him. He will guide them 
with his counfeL He will teach them the 
way that they Jhould chufe. But what 
muft be the fate of him, who, amidft all 
the dangers attending human condudJ:, 
neither looks up to Heaven for direditSn, 
?ior properly exerts that reafon which 
God hath given him ? If to the moft 
diligent enquirer, it proves fo difficult a 
talk to diftinguifli true good, from thofe 
fallacious appearances with which it is 
ever blended, how fliould he difcover it, 

who 
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xvho brings neither patience nor attention ^^J^^' 
to the fearch ; who applies to no other 
counfellor than prefent pleafure, and, with 
a rafli.and credulous mind, delivers himfelf 
up to every fuggeftion of defire ? 

This admonition I particularly diredl to 
thpfe, who are in a period of life too 
often charafterized by forward prefump- 
tion, and headlong purfuit. The felf- 
conceit of the young, is the great foUrce 
of thofe dangers to which they are ex- 
pofed ; and it is peculiarly' unfortunate, 
that the age which ftands moft in need of 
the counfei of the wife, fliould be the 
moft prone to contemn it. Confident ia 
the opinions which they adopt, and in 
the meafures which they purfue, they 
feem as if they underftood Solomon to 
lay, not, Who knoweth^ but. Who is ig- 
norant of what is good for man all the days 
of i>is life ? The blifs to be aimed at, is, 
in their opinion, fully apparent. It is 
not the danger of miftake, but the failure f 
of fuccefs, which they dread. Adivity? 
to feize, not fagacity to difcern, is the \ 

5 only 
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S only rcquilite which they value. How 

Ww--^ long fliall it be, ere the fcite of your prc-r 
deceflbrs in the fame courfe teach you 
wifdom ? How long fhall the experience 
of all ages continue to lift its voice to 
. you in vain? Beholding the ocean on 
y which you are embarked, covered with 
^ ^ wrecks, are not thofe fatal fignals fuffi- 
pent to admoni(h you of the hidden 
rock ? If, in Paradife itfelf, there was a 
tree which bare fruit fair to the eye, but 
mortal in its effbds, how much more, in 
this fallen ftate, may fuch deceiving ap- 
pearances be expe£ted to abound ! The 
whole ftate of Nature is now become a 
fcene of delufion to the fenliial mind* 
Hardly any thing is what it appears to 
be. And what flatters moft^ is always 
fartheft from feality. . There are voice$5 
which fing jaround you ; but wKofe ftrain^ 
allure to ruin. There is a banquet fpread, 
where ppifon is in every difh. . There is 
a couch which imntes you to rqpofe ; but 
to fltimber upon it, is death* In fuch a 
fituation, not Mgh-m\n}Udy but fear, .L«: 

fobriety 
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fbb'riety temper yotir unwary ardoun Let ^y^*** 
toodefty check your rafli prefumption- Let w^ - ^ 
wifdom be the ofFspring of refledlion now, 
rather than thef fruit of bittef experience 
hereafter. 

II. Let otrr ignoranc'fe 6f what is good 
or evil, crorredt anxiety about Worldly fuc**- 
cefs. As raflinefs is the vi(!re of youthr, 
the oppofite extreme of immoderate cafe is 
the vice of advancing years. The dodrinfe 
which I have illuftrated, is equally adapted 
for checking both. Since we are fo often 
betrayed into evil by the mrftaken purfuit' 
of good, care and attention are reqmfite, 
both in forming our choice, and in conduct- 
ing our purfuit ; but fince our attention 
and care are liable to be fo often fruftrated, 
they fliould never be 2lkA;fed to depnve us 
of tranqtiillit^. 

The ignorance in ^;dl^ch we ate left con- 
cerning good and evil, is not fuch as t6 
fiiperfedej prudente in condu€t: For wiP* 
doto is ftill found to excel folly^ as far as 
light excelleth 4'^rkncfs. But it is that de^ 

gree 
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SERM. degree of uncertainty, which ought to ren- 
^^^j^'^ der us temperate in purfuit ; which ought 
to calm the perturbation of hope and 
fear, and to cure the pain of anxiety. 
Anxiety is the poifon of human life. It 
is the parent of many fins, and of more 
. miferies. In a world where every thing 
is fo doubtful; where you may fucceed 
in your wifh, and be miferable ; where 
you may be difappointed, and be bleft in 
the difappointment ; what means this 
reillefs flir and commotion of mind ? Can 
your folicitxide alter the com-fe, or un- 
ravel the intricacy of human events ? Can 
your curiofity pierce through the cloud 
which the Supreme Being hath made im- 
penetrable to mortal eye ? — ^To provide 
againft every apparent danger, by the em- 
ployment of the moft promifmg means, 
is the office of wifdom. But at this poim 
wifdom ftops. It commands you to re- 
tire, after you have done all that was 
incumbent on you, and to poflkfs your 
mind in peace. By going beyond this 
|)oint ; by giving yourfelves up to immo- 
derate 
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derate concern about unknown events, S 
you can do- nothing to advance your fuc- 
cefs, and you do much to ruin your 
peace. You plant within your breaft the 
thorn which is long to gall you. To the 
vanity of life, you add a vexation of 
fpirit, which is wholly of your own crea- 
tion, ^iot of Divine appointment. For 
the dubious goods of this world were 
never defigned by God to raife fuch eager 
attachment. They were given to man for 
his occafional refrefliment, not for hi^ 
chief felicity. By fetting an exceffive 
value upon objcdls which were intended 
only for your fecondary regard, you change . 
their nature. Seeking more fatisfadion 
from them than they are able to afford, 
you receive lefs than they might give. 
From a miftaken care to fecure your hap- 
pinefs, you bring upon yourfelves certain 
mifery. 

III. Let our ignorance of good and 
evil determine us to follow Providence, 
and to reftgn ourfelves to God. One of 

the 
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^ vni^* the moft important leffbns which' can bfe 
sii^^m^fLiM given to man, is refignation to Hs Maker ; 
and nothing inculcates it more,' than the 
experience of \m own inability to guide 
himfelf. — You know not what is good for 
you, in the future periods of life. But 
God perfedly kn'ows it j and if you faith- 
fully ferve him, you have reaffon ta believe 
that he will always confult it* Before hint 
lies the whole fucccflion of events, which 
are to fill up your exiftence. It is in his 
power to arrange and model them at his: 
pleafure ; and fo to adapt one thing to 
another, as to fulfil his promife of making 
them all work together for good to tbofe who 
love him. Here then, amidft the agitations 
of defire,' and the perplexities of doubt, is 
one fixed point of reft. By this let us 
abide ; and difmifs our anxiety about things 
uncertain and unknown. Acquaint your-* 
felves with God^ and be at peace. Secure the 
one thing needful. Study to acquire an in- 
tereft in the Divine favour ; and you may 
lafely furrender yourfelves to the Divine 
adminiftration. 

When 
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When tempted to repine at your condi- ^ yni^* 
tion, reflefl: how uncettain it is, whether k.^^^^^ 
yon fliould have been happier in any 
othen Remembering the vanity pf many 
of your former wiflies, and the fallacy 
which you have fo often experienced in 
your fchemes of happinefs, be thankful 
that you are placed under a wifer direc- 
tion than your own. Be not too particu- 
lar in your petitions to Heaven, con-^ 
cerning your temporal intercfti Suffer 
God to govern the world according to his 
own plan ; and only pray, that he would 
beftow what his unerring wifdom fees , to 

] be beft for you on the whole. In a word. 
Commit your way unto the Lord. Tru^ in 
him^ and do good. Follow wherever his 
Providence leads; comply with whatever 

,bis wUl requires ; and leave all the reft to 
hipi. 

IV. Let our ignorance of what is good 
for us in this life, prevent our taking any 
unlawful ftep, in order to compafe our 
moft favourite dcfigns. Were the {kiner 

Vol. L bribed 
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SERM. bribed with any certain and unqueftion- 
i_ able advantage ; could the means which 
he employs enfure his fuccefs^ and could 
- that fuccefs enfure his comfort ; he mig;ht 
have fomc apology to offer for deviating 
from the path of virtue. But the doc- 
trine which I have illaftrat^d, deprives 
him of all excufe^ and places his folly in 
the moft ftriking light. He climbs the 
fteep rock, and treada en the edge of a 
precipice, in order to catch a fliadow. 
He has caufe to dread, not only the un-*- 
certainty of the event which he wifhes to 
accomplifih, but the nature alfo • of that 
event when accornpliflied. He is not only 
liable to that difappointment of fuccefs;^ 
which fo often fruftrates all the defignsof 
men j but liable to a difappointment ftill 
more cruel^ ths^^f being fuccefsful and 
miferable at once. Riches and pleafum 
are the chief temptations to critninal 
deeds. Yet thofe riches, when obtained, 
may very poffibly overwhelm him. with 
. unforefeen miferies. Thofe pleafures may 
cut ihort hb health and life^ And iii it 

* for 
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for fuch doubtful and fallacious rewards, S E R ^ 
that the deceiver fills his mouth with lies, 
dxc friend betrays his bencfadloi;, the apof- 
.tate renounces his faith^ and the afTafiin 
. .covers hirafelf with blood? 

-'Whoever commits a crime, incurs a 
certain evil for a moft uncertain good.'^ 
What will turn to his advantage in the 
courfe of this life, he cannot With any af- 
furance know. But this he may know^ #^ 
with fall certainty, that by breaking the 
Divine commandments, he will draw 
upon his head that difpleafure of the Al- 
mighty, which lhall crufli him for ever. 
^The advantages of this world, even when 
.innocently gained, are uncertain bleff- 
-ings ; when obtained by criminal means, 
they carry a curfe in their bofom. To the 
virtuous,. : they . are often no more than 
chaff. . To the guilty, they are always 
poifon/ 

• *V, LET^otir Imperfeft knowledge of 
what is good w evil, attach us the more 
* to thofe few things, concerning which 
<^2 there 



Digitized by 



128 



On our Ignorance of 



* vfri*' there can be no doubt of their being 
_ It truly good. Of temporal things which 
belong to this clafs, the catalogue, it muft 
be confefled, is fmall. Perhaps' the chief 
worldly good we fhould wifh to enjoy, is 
a found mind in a found body, Health 
and peace, a moderate fortune, and a few 
friends, fum up all the undoubted articles 
of temporal felicity/'^ Wife was the inan 
who addrefTed this prayer to God; jR^- 
move far from me vanity and lies. Give me 
neither poverty nor riches. Feed me with 
food convenient for me. Lejl I be ftdl and 
deny tbee^ and fay^ who is the Lord ? or lej{ 
J be poor and Jieal^ and take the name of my 
God in vain *. He whofe wifhes, refpe^l- 
ing the poffeffions of this world, are the 
moft reafpnable and bounded, is likely 
to lead the fafeft, and, for that reafon, 
the moft defirable life. By afpiring too 
high, we frequently mifs the happinefs, 
which, by a lefs ambitious aim, we might 
have gained. High happinefs on earth, is 
rather a pidure which the imagination 

♦ Prov. XXX. 8, 94 

forms, 
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forms, than a reality which man is allowed S E 
to poflefs. , w 

But with regard to fpiritual felicity, we 
are not confined to fuch humble views. 
Clear and determinate objeds are pro- 
pofed to our purfuit; and full fcope is 
given to the moft ardent defire. The for- 
givenefs of our fins, and the afliftance of 
God's ^ holy grace to guide our life; the 
improvement of our minds in knowledge 
and wifdom, in piety and virtue; the 
protedioQ ,and favour of the great Father 
of all, of the blefled Redeemer of man- 
kind, and of the Spirit of fandification 
and comfort ; thefe are objefts, in the 
purfuit of which there is no room for 
hefitation and diftruft, nor any ground for 
the queftion in my Text, Who knoweth 
what is good for man? Had Providence 
fpread an equal obfcurity over happinefs * 
of every kind, we might have had fome 
reafon to complain of the vanity of our 
condition. But we are not left to fo 
hard a fate. The Son of God hath de- 
fc^nded from heaven, to be the Light of 

0^3 
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E R M. the world. He hath removed that veil 
Viir. 

.ii-v--^ which covered true blifs from the fearch of 
Mrandering mortals, and hath taught them 
the way which leads to life. Worldly ea-* ^ 
joyments are fhown to be hollow and de- 
ceitful, with an exprefs intention to direft- 
thes* affedtions towards thofe which are 
fpiritual. Th<5 fame difcoveries which di- 
minifh the value of the one, feryq to iu- 
creafe that of the other. Finally, 

VL Let our ignorance of what is good 
or evil here below, lead our thoughts and 
defires to a better world. I have endea- 
voured to vindicate the wifdom of Provi-:^ 
dence, by fhowing the many uleful pfur-' 
pofes which this ignorance at prefent pro^^ 
motes. It ferves to check prefumption- 
' and raftinefs, and to enforce a diligent' 
exertion of our' rational powers, joined' 
with a humble dependence on Divine aid. 
It moderates , eager paflions refpeSing • 
worldly fuccefs. It inculcates religna- 
tion to the difpofal of a Providence which 
is much wifer than man; It reftrains us> 
8 from 
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from employing unlawful means, in order 
to compafs our moft favourite defigns. It 
tends to attach us more cloieiy to thofe 
things which are unqueftionably good. It 
is therefore fuch a degree of ignorance as 
fuits the prefent circumftances of man better 
than more complete, information concern*^ 
ing good and eviL 

At the fame time the caufes which 
render this obfcurity neceffary, too plainly 
indicate a broken and corrupted ftatc of 
human nature. • They fliow this life to be 
a ftate of triaL They fuggeft the ideas of 
a land of pilgrimage, not of the houfe of 
reft* Low-miiided and bafe 4«i^ he, who 
alpires to no higher portion ; who could be 
fatisfied to fpend his whole exiftence, in chaf- 
ing thofe treacherous appearances of good, 
which fo often mock his purfuit* What 
fhadow can be more vain than the life of 
the greateft part of mankind ? Of all that 
eager and buttling crowd which we behold 
on the earth, how few difcover the path of 
true happinefe? How few can we find,whofe 
^dlivity has not been mifemployed, and 
' * 0^4 " whofe 
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whofe courfe terminates xu>t in confeiCoDs 
of difappoiutments ? Is this the (late, are 
thefe the habitations, to which a rational 
fpirit, with all its high hopes, and great 
capacities, is to be limited for ever ?— Let 
us blefs that God who hath fct nobler pro- 
fpeds before us; who, hj the death and 
refurr^dion of his fon Jefus Chrift, hath 
begotten us to the lively hope of an inheritance 
incorruptible^ undefiledj and that fadetb not 
away^ referved in the heavens. Let us fhow 
ourfelves worthy of fuch a hope, by fetting 
eur affeSions upon the things above^ not upon 
things on the earth. Let us walk by faith^ 
and not by fight and, amidft the obfcurity 
of this faint and dubious twilight, confok. 
ourfelves with the expectation of a brighter 
day which is foon to open. This earth is 
the land of fliadows. But we hope to pafa 
into the world of realities ; where the pro- 
per objeds of human defire fliall be dif- 
played ; where the fubftance of that blifs 
fliall be found, whofe image only we now 
purfue; where no fallacious hopes ihall any 
longer allure, no fmiling appearances fhall 
6 betray, 
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betray, no infidious joys fliallfting; but ^y^j*^* 
where truth fhall be infeparably united with <■ y # 
pleafure, and the mifts which hang over 
this prelimrnaiy ftate being diffipated, the 
perfed knowledge of good (hall lead to the 
full enjoyment of it for ever. 
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On R?LiGipu§ Retieewent. 



Psalm iv, 4. 

r 

Commune with your own hearty upon your 
^edy and be Jlill. 

MUCH communing with themfelve^ 
there has always been among man^ 
kind ; though frequently, God knows, to 
no purpofe, or to a purpofe worfe than 
none. Could we difcover the employ- 
ments of men in retirement, how often 
Ihould we fin4 their thougiits occupied 
w^ith fub^eds which they would be 
afliamed to own ? What at large fliare 
have ambition and avarice, at fome times 
the grofleft paflions, and at other times the 
meaneft trifles, in their folitary mufings ? 

They 
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They carry the world, with ^11 its vices,, s m, 
inXp their retreat; apd may be faid to dwell s^^^'^^ 
in the midft of the world, even when they 
feem to be alone. 

/ This, fyrely, is not that fort of com- 
muning which the Pfalmift recommend?. 
For this is not properly communing witk 
Qur hearty but rather holding lecret in- 
tercourfe with the world. What the 
Pfalmift means to recommend, is religi- 
ous recoUedion ; that exercife of thought 
which is conneded with the precept given 
in the preceding words, to Jland in awe^ 
and Jin not. It is to commune with our- 
felves, under the charader of fpiritual 
and immortal beings ; and to ponder thoje 
paths of our feet ^ which are leading us to , 
eternity. I fliall, in the firft place, fliow 
the advantages of fuch ferious retirement 
and meditation ; and fliall, in th^ fecond 
place, point out fome of the principal 
fubjeds which ought to employ us in our 
retreat./ 

• The advantages of retiring from the 
world, to commune with our hearty will be 

found 
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^ *^ ^^^^^ to great, whether we regard our 
happlnefs in this world, or our preparation 
for the world to come. 



Let us confider them, firft, with re- 
Ijped to our happinefs in this world. It 
will readily occur to you, that an entire 
retreat from wordly affairs, is not what 
religion requires ; nor does it even enjoin 
a great retreat from them. Some ftations 
of life would not permit this ; and there 
are few ftations which render it necelfary. 
The chief field, both of the duty and of 
the improvement of man, lies in adive 
life. By the graces and virtues which he 
cxercifcs amidft his fellow-creatures, he ig 
trained up for heaven. A total retreat from 
the world, is fo far from being, as the Ro-» 
man Catholic Church holds, the perfedion 
of religipn, that, fome particular cafes ex-» 
cepted, it is no other than the abufe of it. 

But, though entire retreat would lay 
us afide from the part for which Provi- 
dence chiefly intended us, it is certain^ 

that, 
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that, without occafional retreat, we muft ^^j^^' 
a£t that part very ill. There will be 
neither confiftency in the condud, nor 
dignity in the charader, of one who fets 
apart no (hare of his time for meditation 
and reflection. In the heat and buftle of 
life, while paffion is every moment throw- 
ing falfe colours on the objeds around us, 
nothing can be viewed in a juft light. If 
you wifh that Reafon fhould exert* her 
native power, you muft ftep afide from 
the crowd, into the cool and Tilent (hade. 
It is there that, with fober and fteady eye, 
ihe examines-what is good or ill, what is 
wife or foolifli, in human condudj ihe 
looks back on the paft, fhe looks forward 
to the future j and forms plans, not for 
the prefent moment only, but for the 
whole of life. How fhould that man dif- 
charge any part of his duty aright, who 
never fufFers his paffions to cool ? And 
how ihould his paflions cool, who is en« 
gaged, without interruption, in the tu- 
mult of the wQrld ? This inceflant ftir 
may be called, the perpetual drunken^ 
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• ttrfs of life. It raifes thstt eager ferment- 
ation cSf fpirit, which will ht evfer fend- 
ing forth the dangerous fumes of rafhneft 
and folly. Whereas he who mirfgles rcJli- 
gious retreat with worldly affairs, rethalns 
Calm, and matter of himfelf. He i^ not 
whirled round, and rendered giddjr, 
the agitiltion of the world ; but^ frcm that 
facred retirement^ in which he has beeii 
bohverfant among higher objedts, co«es 
forth into the world with manly tranquil- 
lity, fortified by the principles which he 
has formed^ and prepared for whatever 
inay befaL 

As he who is unacquainted ysrith re- 
treat, cannot fuftain any character with 
propriety^ fo neither can he enjoy -the 
world with any advantage* Of the two 
claffes of men who are moft apt tq. i>c 
negligent of this duty,, the men of plea- 
furcj and the men of bufmefs, it is hard, to 
fay which fufFer moft, in point of enjoy- 
ment, from that negleil:. To the fornier, 
every moriifent appears to be loft, which 
partakes riot of the: vivacity of amufement. 
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To conned one plan of gaiety with ano- s-E^RM. 
ther, is their whole ftudy; till, in a verjr ^ — 
fliort time, nothing remains but to tread 
the faime bekten round ; to enjoy whsit 
they have already enjoyed, and t6 fee 
what they have often feen. Pleafurds 
thus drawn to the dregs, become vapid 
•lind taftelefs. What might have pleafed 
long, if enjoyed with temperance, and 
^mingled with retirement, being devoured 
1v4th fuch eagef hafte, fpeedily furfeits 
and difgufts* Hence, thefe are the pei*- 
' Tons,* who, after having run through a 
rapid courfe of pleafwr^, after having 
glittered for a few years m the foremoft 
line of public amufements, are the mofl: 
apt to fly at laft to a melancholy retreat; 
not led by religion or reafon, but driven 
by difappointed hopes, and exhaufted fpi- 
tits, to the penfive conclufion, that all is 
Variity^ 

If vminterrtiptcd intercourfe with the 
world wears out the man of pleafure, it 
no lefs opprelTes the man of bufinefs and 
ambition* The ilrongeft fpirits muft at 

length 
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SE^M. length fink under iu The happicft tem'-^ 
w^^^pw per muit be foured by incefiant returns 
of the oppofition, the inconftancy, and 
treachery of men. For he who lives al- 
ways in the buftle of the world, lives in 
a perpetual warfare. Here an enemy en- 
counters; there a rival fupplants him. 
The ingratitude of a friend ftings him 
this hour; and the pride of a fuperiour 
wounds him the next. In vain he flies 
for relief to trifling amufemenls. Thefe 
may afford a temporary opiate to care ; but 
they communicate no ftrength to the mind. 
On the contrary, they leave it more foft 
and defencelefs, when moleftations and in- 
juries renew their attack. 

Let him who wiflies for an effc£bual 
cure to all the wounds which the world 
can inflidt, retire from intercourfe with 
men, to intercourfe with God. When 
he enters into his clofet, and fliuts the 
door, let him fliut out, at the fame time^ 
aU intrufion of worldly care ; and . dwell 
among objeSs divine and immortal. . 
^ho£b fair profpeds of order aod peace^ 

lhall 
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fiiail there open to his view, which form S E^R 
the mdfl pedFed ccmtraft to the confufion ^^ y» ^ 
and mifery of this earth. The celeftial 
inhabitants quafrel not; among them 
thare is neither ingratitttde, nor envy, 
nor tumult^ Men may harafs one ano^ 
t^er; but in the kingdom of Ood con- 
cord and tranquillity reign, for ever.— 
From fuch objeds, there beams upon the 
mind of the pious man, a pure and en- 
livening light; there is diffufed over his 
heart, a holy calm. His agitated ipirit 
reaflumes its firmnefs, and regains its 
peace. The world fmks in its import«> 
ance; and the load of mortsdity aod 
mifery lofes almoft all its weight. The 
green pqfiures open, and the Jlill waters 
flow around him, befide which the Sbep- . 
herd of Ifrael guides his flock. The dis- 
turbances and alarms, fo formidable to 
thofe who are engiiged in the tumults df 
the world, feem to him only like thunder 
rolling afar off ; like the noife of diftant 
waters, whofe found he hears, whofe 
courfe he traces, but whofe waives touch 
Vol. L R Him 



Digitized by 



Google 



On Religious Retirement. 

S E^^M- him not. — ^As religious retirement is thu« 
evidently conducive to our bapplneis ia 
this Iife> fo. 

In the fecbnd place, it is abfolutely 
neceflary^in order to priq)are us; for the 
life to come. He who lives always ia 
liublic^ cannot live to his own fi>uU 
The world lietb in wickednefs ; and with 
good reafon the Chriftian is exhorted^ not 
to be conformed t& itj but transformed by the. 
renewing of bis mind. Our converiadoa 
jnd intercourfe with the world, is, in 
feveral refpeflfe, an educatidn for vice# 
From our earlieft youth, we are accuflomed 
to hear riches and honours extolled as 
the chief poileilions of nkin ; and pro-* 
pofed to us, as the principal arm of our 
future purfuits. We are trained up, to 
look with admiration on the flattering 
marks of diftiitClion which they beftow^r 
In queft of thofe fancied bleffii^, we fee 
the multitude around us eager and fer- 
vent. Principles of duty, we may, per- 
-hap8,i bear fometimes inculcated j but* 
• • ' we 
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ieidom behold them brought into se^RM. 
cbmpetitidn with worldly profit* The -^-u* 
fbft names, And plaufible colours, under ^ 
^hich deceit, fenfiiality, and revenge^^ 
£tre prefented to us in common difcourfe, 
weaken, by degreeis, our natural fenfe of 
the diftin<aion between good and evil* 
We often meet with Crimes authorized 
by high examples^ and rewarded with 
the carefles and fmiles of the world* We 
difcover^ perhap^^ at laft^ that thofe 
whom we are taught to reverence^ and 
to regard as our patterns of condufl:, 
jad iipoh principles no purer than thofe 
of others.— Tims breathing habitually a 
contagious air^ how certain is our ruin 
Unlefs we fometimes retreat from this 
peftilential region, and feek for proper 
corredives of the diforders which are 
contra&isd there ? Religious reurement 
both abates the .difeafe^ and furniihes the 
iremedy. It lelTens the corrupting influ- 
ence of the world ; and it gives oppor-* 
tunity for better principks to exert their 
power. He who is accuftomed. to turn 
R a afide. 
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^ JX^ afide, and commune with himfelf, wiH^ 
1, fbmetimes at leaft, hear the truths which 
the multitude do not tell him. A more 
found inftrudor will lift his voice, and 
awaken within the heart thofe latent fug- 
geftions, which the world had overpowered 
and fupprelTed. 

The afts of prayer and devotion, the 
exercifes of faith and repentance, all the 
' great and peculiar duties of the religion 
of Chrift, neceffarily fuppofe retirement 
from the world. This was one chief end 
of their inftitution, that they might be 
the means of occafionally fequeftering us 
from that great fcene of vice and folly, 
the continued prefence of which is fb 
hurtful. Solitude is the hallowed ground 
which jeligion hath, in every age, chofen 
for her own. There, her intpiration is 
felt, and her fecret myfteries elevate the 
foul. There, falls the tear of contrition ; 
there, rifes towards heaven the figh of the 
heart ; there, melts the foul with all the 
tendernefs of devotion, and pours itfelf 
forth before him who made, and him 

who 
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who redeemed it. How can any one 
who is unacquainted with fuch employ- -y — ^ 
ments of mind, be fit for heaven? If 
heaven be the habitation of pure afFedions, 
and of intellectual joy, can fuch a ftate be 
reliihed by him who is always immerfed 
among fenfible objefks, and has never ac^ 
quired any tafte for the pleafures of the 
underftanding, and the heart ? 
/ The great and the worthy, the pious 
and the virtuous, have ever been addift- 
ed to ierious retirement. It is the cha« 
radteriftic of little and frivolous minds, 
to be wholly occeupied with the vulgar 
objects of life* Thefe fill up their de- 
^ fires, and fupply all the entertainment 
which their coarfe apprehenfions can re- 
liih. But a more refined and enlarged 
mind leaves the world behind it, feels a 
call for higher pleafures, and feeks them 
in retreat. The man of public fpirit 
has recourfe to it, in order to form plans 
for general good ; the man of genius, in 
order to dwell on his favourite themes; 
the philofopher, to purfue his difcoveries ; 

R 3 the 
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the faint, to improve himfelf in grace* 
^aac went out to meditate in the Jklds^ at 
the evening tide. David, amidft all thq 
iplendour of royalty, often bears witnefs 
both to the pleafure which he received,- 
and to the benefit which he reaped, fron^ 
devout n>editation, / communed with my 
own hearty and my fpirit made diligent 
fearch. I thought on my ways^ and turned 
my feet unto Code's tejlimonies. In the 
multitude of thoughts within me^ J^is com^ 
forts delight my foul. Our bleffed Sa- 
viour himfelf, though of all who ever 
lived on earth he needed leaft the affift- 
ancc of religious retreat, yet by his fre- 
quent practice, has done it fignal honour. 
Often were the garden, the mountain, and 
the filence of the night, fought by him, for 
intercourfe with heaven. When be had fent, 
the multitude avoay^ be went up into. a moun^ 
tain^ apart ^ to pray. 

The advantages of religious retirement 
will ftiH more clearly appear, by confider- 
ing, as was propofed, in the next place, 
fomc of thofe great objeffcs whfch fhould 
^ " ^ 'there 
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thcr6 employ our thoughts. I fhall mention 
Qiily three, which are of the moft plain and 
Acknowledged importance j God^ the world, 
and our own charafter. 

1. When you retire from the world, 
pommune v)itb your hearts concerning God. 
Impreffions of Deity, befides their being 
the principle of what is ftri<aiy termed 
religion, are the great fupport of all moral 
fentiiijent, and virtuous conduit, among 
pieou But with what diflSquIty are they 
preferved in any due degree of foi^e, 
amidft the afFdirs and avocations of the 
world f While the crowd of furrounding 
pbjeflts \& ever rufhing on the imagina- 
tion, and occupying the fenfes and the 
heart, what is t»t only abfent from \iew, 
but, by its nature^ invifible, is apt to 
yaniih like a ihadow. Hence it is given 
as the charader of wicked men, in fcrip- 
ture, that they are without God in the 
UPorU. They deny not, perhaps, that he 
does exid ; bi^t it is the fame to them as 
though he did not : For having loft him 
R 4 * frpxi^ 
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^^ix**' ^^^^ view, his exlftence has no cf# 
- y l-j fed OA their condud:. If, at any time^ 
the idea of God rife in their mind, it 
rifes like a terrifying phantom which they 
haften to expel j and which they gladly 
fancy to be unreal, becauie they fee it 
make fo little impreilion on others around 
them. 

Let him who retires to ferious medita* 
tlon, begin with imprefling deeply on his 
mind this important truth, that there is 
undoubtedly a Supreme Governour, who 
prefides over the univerfe. But let him 
not imagine, that to commune with his 
heart concerning God, is to fearch into 
the myfteries of the Divine nature, or to 
attempt a difcovery of the whole plan of 
Providence. Long enough he may be* 
wilder himfelf in this maze, without 
making any proficiency in the practical 
knowledge of God. Shall he who knows 
fo little of his own nature, or of the na- 
ture of tht objedts with which he is fur- 
rounded, expedl to comprehend the Being 
who made him ? To commune with our- 
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felvcs, to any ufeful purpofe, on this fub- S E R 
jeft, is to bring home to cur fouls the in- > J - 
ternal, authoritative fenfe of God, as of a 
Sovereign and a Father. It is not to fpecu-» 
late about what is myfterious in his eflence, 
but to contemplate what is difplayed of his 
perfedions. It is to realize the prefcnce 
of the Supreme Being, fo as to produce the 
moil profound veneration ; and to awaken 
the earned delire of as near an approach as 
our nature will permit, to that great Foun- 
tain of happinefs and life. 

After this manner was that holy man 
affeded, wh6 • uttered this ardent * wifh^ 

that I knew where I might Jind him^ that 

1 might come even to bis feat ! — If with 
fuch a frame of mind you feek after God^ 
be a0ured that he is not far from you ; 
and that, though you are not permitted 
as yet to come, to his Jeat^ yOu may, at 
lead, reach the footftool of his throne, and 
touch the robe that covers him. In the 
midft of your folitary mufings lift your 
eyes, and behold all nature full of God. 

• Job, xxiii. 3, 

Look 
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Jjook up to the firmament, and admire 
imr-r^ gjP^y* Look round on the earth, and 
obfervc his prefence every where difplayr 
fd* If the gay landfcape^ or the fruitfiJ 
field, prefent themfelves to your eye^ ber 
hold him foiiling upon his works. If the 
mountain raifc its lofty head, or the ex- 
pand pf waters roll its tide before you, 
contemplate, in thofe great and folemn 
objects, his power and majefty^ Nature, 
in all its diverfities, is a varied manifefta* 
tion of the Deity. If you were to take the 
nvings of the mornings and dwell in the utr 
termojl parts of the fea^ even there you 
would find him. For in him you Uve and 
move. He fills ^nd animates all fjpace. Iq 
the barren wildernefs, as in the peopled 
region, you can trace hi& footfteps ; and 
in the decpeft folitude, you may hear a 
voice which teftifies of him. 

Him, indeed, you are peycr taVpr^- 
found with the workmanfhip of^ his 
hands. Nature, in its moff awful or moft 
pleafing fcenes, exhibits no more than 
different forms of inanimate matter. But 
7 on 
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pni tliefe dead fprms is imprefled the glory 
of a living fpirit. T^^e bpauty, oi: the 
greatnefs, which appears in thfioi, flows 
from the Fo^ntap pf al| grgatnefs anc^ 
beauty ; in him it centers j of his perfecr- 
jion it re^efls aji image; an4 towards 
him fhould lead your yiew.7— In conver- 
ging with a fellow-qreature on earth, it is 
pot with his body we converfe, though it 
IS his body only which we fee. From his- 
words and actions we conceive his mind ; 
with his mind, though invifible, we hold 
correfpondence, and direft towards this 
Spiritual Effence our affedlion and regard. 
Jn like manner, though here we behold no 
more of God than what his works difplay, 
yet, in thofe difplays, we are capable of 
perceiving the univerfal Spirit, and of hold- 
ing correfpondence with this unfeen Being, 
in veneration, gratitude, and love.' 

It is thus that a pious man, in his re- 
|:ir^d ineditations, viewing natural obje£ts 
with a fpiritual eye, communes with his 
heart concerning God* He walks among 
the various fcenes of nature, as within 
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SIBRM. the prccinds of a great temple, in the 
c^-yl-^ habitual exercife of devotion. To thofe 
difcoveries of the Supreme Being in his 
works, let him apply the comment of 
his word. From the world of Nature, let 
him follow God into the world of Grace. 
When conducted from the outer courts, 
into this inmoft fan<ftuary of the temple, 
he (hall feel himfelf brought ftill more 
nigh to the Sacred Prefence. In the great 
plan of Divine Wifdom, for extirpating 
the evils produced by fin, he fhall receive 
the interpretation of many of the hidden 
myfteries of Nature. He lhall difcover in 
Chrift, the Deity made, in fome degree, 
vifible to fenfe. In the beneficent works 
which he performed, and the gracious 
undertaking which he accomplifhed, tie 
fliall behold the brightnefs of the Father s 
glory^ and fhall difcern it to be full of 
grace and truth. — ^From the facred retreat, 
wherein his thoughts have been thus 
employed^ he returns to the world like a 
fiiperiour being. He carries into active 
life thofe pure and elevating fentiments, 

s to 
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to which the giddy crowd are ftrangers. SE^RM. 
A certain odour of fandity remains upon u 
his mind, which, for a while at leaft, will 
repel the contagion of the world. 

II. Commune with your heart, in 
the feafon of retirement, concerning the 
world. The world is the great deceiver, 
whofe fallacious arts it highly imports us 
to detedi. But in the midft of its pleafures 
and purfuits, the detedion is impoflible* 
"We tread, as within an enchanted circle, 
where nothing appears as it truly is. It 
is only in retreat, that the charm can be 
^ broken. Did men employ that retreat, 
^not in carrying on the delufion which the 
world has begun, not in forming plans 
of imaginary blifs, but in fubjedting the 
happinefs which the world affords to a 
ftria difcuffion, 'the fpell would diflblvci 
and in the room of the. unreal profpc&s, 
which had long amufed them, the naked« 
aefs of the world would appear. 
/"^ Prepare yourfelves, then, to encounter 
the light of truth. Refolve rather to bear 

the 
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the difappointmetit of fome flattering 
hopesi than to Wander for ever in the 
paradife of focls. While others meditate 
in fecret on the means of attaining world- 
ly fucceft^ let it be yOMt employment to 
fcrutinize that fuccefs itfelfc Calculate 
fairly to what it amounts; and whether 
you are not lofers on the whole, by yotrf 
apparent gain» Look back for this pur^ 
pofe> on* youf pift life. Tfade it from 
your earlieft youth ; and put the qudiioH 
to yourfelvcs. What have been its hap^ 
pieft periods? Were they thofe of qmet 
and innocence, of thofe of ambition and 
intrigue? Has your real enjoyment uni* 
formly kept pace with what the world 
calls pfofperity ? As yoii are advanced in 
wealth or ftation^ did you proportionally 
advance in happitiefs ? Has fuccefi^ al- 
moft in atiy one inftancei, fulfilled your 
expedations? Where you reckondd Upoii 
moft enjoyment, have you not often found 
leafk? Wherevaf guilt entered into youf 
pleafures, did not its fiing long ttmaih^ 
after the gratification was paft?-~~Such 

queftions 
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qUeftidns as thefe candidly anfwereci, S 
would in a .great meafure iinmafk thef i 
tvorld. They would cxpofe the vanity of 
it-s preteftfions} and convince you, that 
there arc other fprings than thofe which 
the world affords, to which you muft apply 
for happinefe*) 

While you coraimune with your heart 
concerning what the world now is, con- 
fider alfo what it wiH one day appear to 
be. Anticipate the awful moment oTyou?' 
bidding it an eternal farewelL Think, 
what refleftions ftrall moft probably arife, 
when you are quitthig the field, and look- 
ing back on the fcene of adion. In what 
light wiff your clofing eyes contemphtof 
thofe vanities which now fliine fo bri^t, 
and thofe interefts which now fwell inta 
fuch high importance? What part will 
you then wifh to hare afted ? What fhall 
then appear momentous, what trifling, 
in human condud?^ — ^Let the fober fenti- 
ments which fuch anticipations fuggeft, 
temper now your* mifplaced ardour. Let^ 
the laft conclufions which you lhall iatm^ 

enter 
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M- enter into the prefent eftimate which you 

1^ make of the world^ and of life. 

Moreover, in communing with your- 
fclves concerning the world, contemplate 
it as fubjefl: to thie Divine dominion. The 
greater part of men behold nothing more 
than the rotation of human affairs. They 
lee a great crowd ever in motion; the 
fortunes of men alternately rifing and 
falling; .virtue often difhreffed, and pro- 
iperity appearing to be the purchafe of 
worldly wifdom. But this is only the 
outfide of things* Behind the curtain, 
there is a far greater icene, which is be* 
lield by none but the retired^ religious 
^edaton Lift up that curtain, when 
you arc alone with God* View the world 
with the eye of a Chriftian ; and you 
ihall fee, that while man^s heart dei)ifetb 
bis way^ it is the Lord who direSetb bis 
Jleps. You fliall fee, that however men 
i^ear to move and ad after their own 
pleafure, they are, neverthelcfs, retained 
in fecret bonds by the Almighty, and all 
their c^erations retnlered fubfenrient to 

the 
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the ends of his moral govCTnment. You SERM. 
fliall behold him obliging the wrath of ^ J ^ 
man to praife him] punifliing the finner 
by means of his own iniquities ; from 
. the trials of the righteous, bringing forth 
their reward ; and to a ftate of feeming 
univerfal cbnfufion, preparing the wifeft 
and moft equitable iffue. While the 

fajhion of this world is palSng fait away, 
you fhall difcern the glory of another 
rifingto Ibcceed it. You fliall behold all 
human events, our griefs and our joys, 
our love and our hatred, our charadier and 
memory, abforbed in the ocean of eternity; 
and no trace of our prefent exiftence left, 
except its being for ever well with the 
righteous^ and ill with the wicked^ 
Such a view of the world, frequently pre- 
fented to our minds, could not fail to en- 
force thofe folemn conclufions ; Inhere is na 
wifdom^ nor counfel^ againjl the Lord. Fear 
God J and his commandments ; for this 
is the whole, of Jnan. What is a man pro^ 

jited^ if he Jhall gain the whole worlds and 
lofe bis own foul ? 

Vol. L & III. Com- 
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*^IX**' CoMitfUNE with your heart, con-- 

Ujny I ^ ceming yourfelves, and your real charac-' 
ten To acquire a thorough knowledge 
of ourfelves, is an attainment, no lefs di& 
iicult than impprtant, For men are ge- 
nerally unwilling to fe? .their own imper- 
fections; and when they aye willing tp 
enquire into theqi, their fglf-lovc impofes 
on their judgipent. Their intercQurfe 
with one another aflifts the delufipn tp 
which, of therafelves, they are proae. 
For the ordinary commerce of the world 
is a commerce of flattery and falfehopd; 
where reciprocally tl^ey deceive and are 
deceived, where every one appears under 
aflumed form, profefles efteem which 
he does not feel, and beftows praife ia 
order to receive it. It is only in retreat, 
where thofe falfe femblances difappear, an4 
thofe flattering voices are filent, that a man 
can learn to think Joherly oj^ bimfelf^ a^d 
(IS he ought ta thinks 

It has. been f^id, that there are three 
charadlers which every man fuftains; 
gnd thefe often extremely different from 
4 
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one another: One, which he poflefles in 
his own opinion ; another, which he car- 
ries in the eftimation of the world; and 
a third, which he bears in the judgment of 
God. It is only the laft which afcertains 
what he really is. — Whether the character 
which the world forms of you, be above or 
below the truth, it imports you not much 
to know.. B||)t it is of eternal confequence, 
that the chara<3:er which you poffefs in 
your own eyes, be formed upon that which 
you bear in the light of God. In order 
to try it by this great ftandard, you muft 
lay afide, as much as poffible, all partiality 
to yourfelves; and in the feafdn of retire?- 
ment, explore your heart with fuch accurate 
fcrutiny, as may bring your hidden defed* 
to light. 

Enquire, for this purpofe, whether you 
be not confcious, that the fair opinion 
which the world entertains of you, is 
founded on their partial knowledge, both 
of your abilities and your virtues ? Would 
you be willing that all your adions fliould 
be publickly canvaflbd? Could you bear 
• S ^ to. 
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^^ix^*' to have your thoughts laid open? Arc 
there no parts of your life which you 
woul4 be uneafy if an enemy could dif« 
cover? In what light, then, muft thefe 
appear to God? When you have kept 
free of vice^ has your innocence proceed- 
ed from purity of principle^ or from 
'worldly motives? Rife there no envy or 
malignity within you, whq|, you compare 
your own condition with that of others ? 
Have you been as folicitous to regulate 
your heart, as to preferve your manners 
from reproach? Profeffing yourfelves to 
be Chriftians, has the Spirit of Chrifl ap» 
peared in your cooiduft? Declaring that 
you hope for immortality, has that hope 
furmountcd undue attachments to the pre«- 
fentlife?^ 

Such invefligation as this, ferioufly pur- 
fued, might produce to every man many 
difcoveries of himfelf ; difcoveries, not 
pleafing, perhaps, to vanity, but falutary 
and ufeful. For he can be only a flat- 
terer, but no true friend to himfelf, who 
aims not at knowing his own defeats, as 
S wJI 
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Well as virtues. By impofing on the World, s E R M, 
he may carry on fome plan of fancied profit; 
but by irtipofing on his heart, what can he 
propbfe to gain? He feedetb of afbes: A 
deceived heart bath turned him ajide^ that be 
cannot deliver bis Jbul^ nor fay^ Is tbere not 
m Ue in my rigbt band * ? 

Thus I have fet before you, fome of 
thofe great objeds, which ought to env- 
ploy your meditation in religious retire- 
ment. I have endeavoured to introduce 
you into a proper intercourfe with your 
heart, concerning God, the world, and 
your own chara£ter. Let this intercourfe ^ 
terminate in fixing the principles of your 
future condud. Let it fcrve to introduce 
confiftency into your life. Nothing can 
be more wavering and disjointedi than 
the behaviour of thofe who are wholly 
men pi the world, and have never been 
inured to commune with themfelves. 
Diffipation is a more frequent caufe of 
their ruin, than determined impiety. It 
• 

♦ Ua. xliv. 20* 
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SER'Kf. is not fo much becaufe they have adopted 
^ bad principles, as becaufe they have never 
attended to principles of any kind, that their 
lives are fo full of incoherence and difor- 
^ der. — You hover on the borders of fin and 
duty* One day, you read the fcriptures, 
you hear religious difcourfes, and form 
good refolutions. Next day^ you plunge 
into ' the world, and forget the ferious im- 
jpreffion, as if it had been never made. 
The impreflion is again renewed, and again 
effaced ; and in this circle your life revolves. 
Is fuch condudl worthy of creatures en- 
dowed with intelligent powers? Shall the 
clofe of life overtake you, before you have 
determined how to live ? Shall the day ne- 
ver come, that is to find you fteady in your 
views, decided in your plans, and engaged 
in a courfe of adion which your mind ap- 
proves ? — If you wifh that day ever to ar- 
rive, retirement a^d meditation muft firft 
bring you home to yourfelves, from the 
diflipation in which you are now fcattered;. 
muft teach you to fix fuch aims, and to la^i^ 
down fuch rules of condu4l, as are fuitable 

to 
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to rational and immortal beings. Then 
will your chara£ter become uniform and 
refpedable* Then you may hope that 
your life ^ill proceed in fuch k train as 
fhall prepare you, when it is finifhed, fof 
joining the fociety of more exalted fpirits* 
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SERMON X- 
On Devotion. 



Acts, X. 2. 
Cornelius A devout man 

THAT religion is eflential to the wel- 
fare of man, can be proved by the 
moft convincing arguments. But thefc, 
how demonftrative foever, are infufficient 
to fupport its authority over human con* 
du£t. For arguments may convince the* 
anderftanding, when they cannot con- 
quer the paffions. Irrefiftible they feem 
m the calm hours of retreat ; but, in the 
feafon of adion, they often vanifli into 
fmoke. There are other and more power- 
ful fprings, which influence the great 

movements 
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movements of the human frame. In or- S E 
der to operate with fuccefs on the adtive 
powers, the heart muft be gained. Sen- 
timent and afFedlion muft be brought to 
the aid of reafon. It is not enough that 
men believe religion to be a wife and ra- 
tional rule of condudl, unlefs they relifh 
it as agreeable, and find it to carry its 
own reward. Happy is the man, who, 
' in the conflid: of defire between God and 
the world, can oppofe, not only argu- 
• ment to argument, but pleafure to plea- 
fure ; who, to the external allurements of 
fenfe, can oppofe the internal joys of de- 
votion; and to the uncertain promifes of 
a flattering world, the certain experience 
of that peace of God which pajjeth^inder^ 
Jiandingy keeping his mind and heart. — Such 
is the temper and fpirit of a devout man. 
Such was the charafter of Cornelius, that 
good centurion, whofe prayers and alms 
are faid to have cvme up in memorial before 
Gvd. Of this charaifter I intend, through 
Divine affiftance, to difcourfe j and fliall 
endeavouf, I. To explain the nature of 

devotion; 



Digitized by 



266 



On Devotiortk 



SEftM. devotion; II. To juftify, and recommend 
v _r it; and. III. To rectify fome miilakes con-^ 
cerning it. 

I. Devotion is the lively exercile of 
thofe affedlions, v^rhich we- owe to the 
Supreme Being. It comprehends feveral 
emotions of the heart, which all termi* 
nate on the fame great objed. The chief 
of them are, veneration, gratitude, defire^ 
and refignation. 

It implies, firft, profound veneration 
of God. By veneration, I underlland an 
affection compounded of awe and love; 
the affedion, which, of all others, it befl: 
becomes creatures to bear towards thdr 
infinitely perfedt Creator. Awe is the 
firft fentiment that rifcs in the foul, at 
the view of his greatnefs. But, in the 
heart of a devout man, it is a folemn and 
elevating, not a dejedling, emotion; for, 
he glows, rather than trembles, in the 
Divine prefence. It is not the fuperfti- 
tious dread of unknown power, but the 
homage yielded by the heart to him who 

K 
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Isy at once, the greateft and the beft of Be- SERM. 
ing$. Omnipotence, viewed alone, would i_ /- ^ 
be a formidable objedl. But, confidered 
in conjunction with the moral perfedions 
of the Divine nature, it ferves to heighten 
devotion, Goodnefs afFe<3ts the heart with 
double energy, when refiding in One fo 
exalted. The goodnefs which we adore 
in him, is not like that which is common 
among men, a weak, mutable, undif* 
cerning fondnefs, ill qualified to be the 
ground of alTured truft. It is the good- 
nefs of a perfect Governour, a£king upon 
a regular extenfive plan; a fteady prin- 
ciple of benevolence, conduced by wif- 
dom ; which, fubjeil to no variablenefs or 
Jhadow of turnings {xtt from all partiality 
and caprice, incapable of being either 
foothed by flattery, or ruffled by refent- 
ment, refembles, in its calm and equal 
luftre, the eternal fercnity of the higheft 
heavens. Thy mercy ^ Lord! is in the bea^ 
vens^ and thy faitbfulnefs reachetb unto the 
clouds. Thyrigbteoufnefs is kke the great moun^ 
tains ^ and tby judgments are a great depth. 
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^^X ^* Such are the conceptions of the great 
\ ^ ^ God, which fill witlfVeneration the heart 
of a devout man. His veneration is not 
confined to a£ls of immediate worfliip. 
It is the habitual temper of his foul. 
Not only when engaged in prayer or 
praife, but in the filence of retirement, 
and even amidft the occupations of the 
world, the Divine Being dwells upon his 
thoughts. No place, and no objeiQ:, ap- 
pear to him void of God. On the works 
of Nature^ he views the impreffion of his 
hand ; and in the adlions of men, he 
traces the operation of his Providence. 
Whatever he beholds on earth, that is 
beautiful or fair, that is great or good, 
he refers to- God, as to the fuprcme ori- 
gin of all th^ excellence which is fcattered 
throughout his works* From thofe effeds, 
he .rrfes t^ the firft caufe. Frotn thofe 
flreams, he afcends to the fountain whence 
they flow. By thofe rays, he is led to 
that cttrnal fource of light in which they 
centre. 

Devotion 
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• Devotion implies, fccondly, fiacere SERM. 
gratitude to God, for all his benefits, - ^ * 
This is a warmer ^motion than fimple 
veneration. Veneration looks up to the 
Deity, as he is in himfelf ; Gratitude re- 
gards what he is towards us. , When a 
devout man furveys this vaft univerfe, 
where beauty and goodnefs are evei-y 
where predominant ; when he refledls on 
thofe numberlefs multitudes of creatures 
who, in their different ftations, enjoy the 
blelEngs of exiftence ; and when at the 
fame time he looks up to an Univerfal 
Father, who bath thus filled creation with 
life and happinefs, his heart glows within 
him. He adores that difinterefted good- - 
nefs, which prompted the Almighty to 
raife up fo many orders of intelligent her 
ings, not that he might receive, but that 
he might give and impart ; that he might 
pour forth himfelf, and communicate to 
the fpirits which he formed, fome emana- 
tions of his felicity. 

The goodnefs of this Supreme Benefac- 
tor he gratefully contemplates, as difplay- 

ed 
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ed in his own ftate. He reviews the 
events of his life ; and in every com- 
fort which has fweejened it, he difcerns 
the Divine hand. Does he remember 
with affedion the parents under whofe 
care he grew up, and the companions 
with whom he pafled his youthful life? 
Is he now happy, in his family rifing 
around him ; in the fpoufe who loves 
him, or in the children who give him 
comfort and joy ? Into every tender re- 
ifi^mbrance of the paft, and every pleaf- 
ing enjoyment of the prefent, devotion 
enters ; for in all fhofe beloved objeds, 
it recognizes God. The communication 
of love from heart to heart, is an effufion 
of his goodnefs. From his infpiration, 
defcends all the friendfhip which ever 
glowed on earth; and therefore, to him 
it juftly returns in gratitude, and termi- 
nates on him. 

But this life, with all its interefts, is 
but a fmall part of human exiftence. A 
devout man looks forward to immorta- 
lity, and difcovers ftill higher fubjeds of 

gratitude^ 
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gratitude. He views himfelf as a guilty 
creature, whom Divine benignity has re- w 
ceived into grace ; whofe forfeited hopes 
it has reftored ; and to whom it has open- 
ed the moft glorious profpedls of future 
felicity. Such generofity fhewn to the 
fallen and miferable, is yet more afFeding 
to the heart, than favours conferred on 
the innocent. He contemplates, with afto- 
nifhment, the labours of the Son of God, 
in accomplifliing redemption for men; 
and his foul overflows with thankfulnefs 
to him, who loved usy and wafied us from 
our fins in his own blood.^What Jball I 
render to the Lord for all his benefits ? Blefs 
the Lord J my foul ! and all that is with^ 
in me^ blefs his holy name ; who forgiveth 
all thine iniquities^ and healeth all thy dif^ 
eafes ; who redeemeth thy life from defiruc^^ 
tion^ and crownetb thee with loving kindnej}^ 
and with tender mercies. 

Devotion implies, thirdly, the de- 
fire of the foul after the favour of the Su^ 
pretne Being, .as its chief goodji zx^d final 

reft. . 
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reft. To inferiour enjoyments, the devout 
man allots inferiour and fecondary attach- 
ment. He difclaims not every earthly 
afFe£tion. He pretends not to renounce 
all pleafure in the comforts of his pre- 
fent ftate. Such an unnatural renuncia- 
tion humanity forbids, and religion can- 
not require. But from thefe he expeds 
not his fupreme blifs. He difcerns the 
vanity which belongs to thpm all ; and 
beyond the circle of mutable objeds 
which furround him, he afpires after 
fome principles of more perfihS: felicity, 
which fhall not be fubje<3: to change or 
decay. But where is this complete and 
permanent good to be found? AmHtion 
purfues it in courts and palaces ; and re- 
turns from the purfuit, loaded with for- 
rows. Pleafure feeks it among fenfual 
joys ; and retires with the confeflion of 
difappointment. The deep faitby it is not in 
me ; and the fea faitby it is not with me. It 
cannot be gotten for gold; neither Jball Jilver 
he weighed for the price thereof. Its place 
is not in the land of the living. True hap* 

pin^fs 
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piilefs dwells with God; and from the 
light of bis countenance^ it beams upon the 
devout man. His voice is^ Whom have / 
in heaven but thee? and there is none upon 
earth that I defire bejide thee. After ex<* 
plpring heaven and earth for happinefs, 
they feem to him a mighty void, a wil- 
dernefs of fliadows, where all would be 
empty and unfubftantial without God« 
But in his fsiVour and love^ he finds what 
f applies every defeft of temporal objedsj 
and aflures tranquillity to his heart, amidft 
all the changes of his exiftence. Thou Jbalt 
guide me with thy counfel; and thou Jhalt re^ 
ceive me to thy glory. My Jle/b and my heart 
faileth ; but God is the Jlrength of my hearty 
Und my portion fof ever. 

From thefe fentiments and afie£tions, 
Devotion advances, fourthly, to an entire 
refignation of the foul to God* It is the 
confummation of trud and hope. It ba*" 
nifhes anxious cares, and murmuring 
thpughts. It reconciles us to every ap- 
pointment jpf Divine Providence ; and re* 

Vci. L T folves 
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SERM. folves every wifti into the defirc of pleaC- 
«, -/-uj ing him, whom our hearts adore. Its 
genuine breathings are to this effe£t: 
" Conduct me, O God! in what path 
" foever feeraeth good to thee. In no- 
" thing lhall I ever arraign thy facred 
will. Doft thou require me to part 
with any worldly advantages, for the 
fake of virtue and a good confcience ? I 
" give them up. Doft thou command me 
" to relinquifli my friends, or my coun- 
^ try ? At thy call I cheerfully leave 
" them. Doft thou fummon me away 
" from this world ? La ! I am ready to 
" depart. Thou haft made, thou haft re- 
" deemed me, and I am thine. Myfelf, 
" and all that belongs to me, I furrender 
" to thy difpofal. Let the men of the 
world h^iyt their portion in this life. Be 
" it mine, to behold thy face in righteoufnefs ; 
" and 'when I awake^ to be fatisfed with thy 
" likejiefs^l^ 

This, l^ly, is one of the nobleft ads 
of which thfe human mind is capable, 
when thus, if we may be allowed the ex- 

H pyeffion, 



Digitized by 



On Devotioti. 



preffion, it unites itfelf with God. Nor 
can any devotion be genuine, which in- 
ipires not fentiments of this nature. Fbt 
devotion is not to be confidered as a tran** 
fient glow of affedion, occafibned by fome 
cafual impreffions of Divine goodnefe, 
which are fufFered to remain unconnefted 
with the condudi of life. It is a power- 
ful principle, which penetrates the foul ; 
which purifies the affe^lioM from debaf- 
ing attachments; and, by a fixed and 
fteady regard to God, fubdues every fmful 
paffion, and forms the inclinations to piety 
and virtue* 

Such in general are the difpofitiohs 
that conftitute devotion. . It is the union 
of veneration, gratitude, defire, and re-* 
fignation. It exprefles, not fo much the 
performance of any particular duty, as 
the fpirit which muft animate all religi- 
ous duties. It ftands oppofed, not mere- 
ly to downright vice ; but to a heart 
which is cold, and infenfible to facred 
things J which^ from compulfion, perhaps, 
T 2 aQ(i 
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and a feaie of intereft, preferves fome re-* 
gard to the divine commands^ but obeys 
them without ardour, love, or joy. I 
proceed, 

II. To recommend this devout fpirit 
to your imitation. I begin with obferv- 
Ing, That it is of the utmoft confequence 
to guard againft extremes of every kind 
in religion. We muft beware, left, by 
feeking to avoid one rock, we fplit upon 
another. It has been long the fubjeft of 
remark, that fuperftition and enthufiafm 
are two capital fources of delufion; fu- 
perftition on the one hand, attaching 
men, with immoderate zieal, tathe ritual 
and external part of religion ; and Mithu- 
fiafm, on the other,- direding their whole 
attention to internal emotions, and myf- 
tical communications with the fpiritual 
world-; while neither the one, nor the 
other, has paid fufficient regard to the 
great moral duties of the Chriftian life. 
But, running with intemperate eageriiefs 
from thefe two great abufes of religion, 

. men 
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tnen have negleded to obfferve, that there 
are extremes oppolite to each of them, 
into which they are in hazard of precipi- 
tating themfelves. Th}js the horrour of 
fuperftition has fometimes reached fo far^ 
as to produce contempt for all external 
inftitutions; as if it were ppffible for 
religion to fublift in the world, without 
forms of w^orfhip, or. public acknow- 
ledgment of God. It has alfo happened, 
that fome, who in the main are well af- 
fefted to the caiifc of goodnefs, obferving 
that perfons of a devout turn have at 
times been carried, by warm affections, 
into unjuftifiable exceffes, haye thence 
haftily concluded that all devotion \vas 
akin to enthufiafm j and feparating reli- 
gion totally from the heart and affedions, 
have reduced it to a frigid pbfervance of 
what they call the rules of virtue. This 
is the extreme which I purpctfe at prefent 
to combat, by fhowing you, firft,, That 
true devotion is rational, and well-found- 
ed ; next. That it is of the higheft im- 
portance to every other part of religion 
T 3 and 



Digitized by 



On Devotion. 

and virtue; and, laftly, That it is moft 
conducive to our happinefs. 

In the firft place, True devotion is ra- 
tional, and well founded. It takes its rife 
from afFed^ions, which are eflential to the 
human frame. We are formed by Na- 
ture, to admire what is great, and to love 
what is amiable. Even inanimate objeds 
have power to excite thofe emotions. 
The niagnificent profpeds of the natural 
world, fill the mind with reverential awe. 
Its beautiful fcenes create delight. When 
we furvey the aftions and behaviour of our 
fellow«rcreatures, the afFe<flions glow with 
greater ardour; and, if to be unmoved, 
in the former cafe, argues a defedt of fen- 
fibility in our powers, it difcovers, in the 
latter, an odious hardnefs and depravity 
in the heart. The tendemefs of an affec- 
tionate parent, the generofity of a for- 
giving enemy, the public fpirit of a patriot 
or a hero, often fill the eyes with tears, 
and fwell the breaft with emotions too big 
for utterance. The objedt of thofe affec- 
tions 
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tions is frequently raifed above us, in con- 
dition and rank. Let us fuppofe him raifed 
alfo above us, in nature. Let us imagine, 
that an Angel, or any being of fuperiour 
order, had condefcended to be our friend, 
our guide and patron ; no perfon, fure, 
would hold the exaltation of his benefac- 
tor s charadler, to be an argument why he 
fhould love and revere him lefs. — Strange ! 
that the attachment and veneration, the 
warmth and overflowing of heart, which 
excellence and goodnefs on every other oc- 
cafion command, fhould begin to be ac- 
counted irrational, as foon as the Supreme 
Being becomes their object. For what rea- 
fon muft human fenfibility be extindt to- 
wards him alone ? Are all benefits entitled 
to gratitude, except the higheft and the beft ? 
Shall goodnefs ceafe to be amiable, only be- 

caufe it is perfedi ? 
# 

It will, perhaps, be faid, that an un- 
known and invifible being is not quali- 
fied to raife afFedion in the human heart. 
Wrapt up in the myfterious obfcurity of 
his nature, he efcapes our fearch, and af- 
T 4 fords 
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fords no determinate objedfc to our love 
or defire- We go forward^ but be is not 
there; and backward^ but we c&nnot perr^ 
cehe him I on the left hand^ where be 
worketh^ but we cannot behold him : Be 
hideth bimfelf on the right hand^ that we 
cannot fee him — Notwithftanding this 
obfcurity, is there any being in the uni- 
verfe more real and certain, than thq Cre- 
ator of the world, and the Supporter of 
all exiftcnce ? Is he, in whom we live and 
movcy too diftant from us to excite de- 
votion? His form and elTence, indeed, 
we cannot fee} but to be unfeen, and 
imperfedly known, in many other in- 
ftanc^s, precludes neither gratitude nor 
love. It is not the fight, fo much as the 
ftrong conception, or deep impreffion, of 
an objed, which affcdis the pafTions, We 
glow with admiration of perfonages, who 
have lived in a diftant age. Whole na- 
tions have been tranfported with zeal and 
affedion, for the generous hero, or pub- 
lic deliverer, whom they knew only by 

* Job, xxxiii, 8, 9. 
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fame* Nay, properly fpeakingi the dired SERM, 
objeft of our love, is, in every cafe, in- \_ -^- , _r 
vifible. For that on which afFedion is 
placed, is the mind, the foul, the internal 
charader of our fellow-creatures; which, 
furely, is no lefs concealed, than the Di- 
vine Nature itfelf is, from the view of 
fenfe. Trom adions, we can only infer 
the difpofitions of men; from what we 
fee of their behaviour, we coiled what is 
invifible ; but the conjedure which we 
form, is, at heft, imperfed; and when 
their adions excite our love, much of 
their heart remains ftill unknown. I alk, 
then, in what refped God is lefs qualified 
than any other being to be an objed of af- 
fedion ? Convinced that he exifts ; behold- 
ing his goodnefs fpread abroad in his works, 
exerted in the government of the world, 
difplayed in fome meafure to fenfe, in the 
adions of his Son Jefu^hrift ; are we not 
furnifhed with every eflential requifitc 
which the heart demands, in order to in- 
dulge the moft warm, and at tlie fame time 
the moft rational emotions ? 

If 
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SERM. If thefe confiderations juftify the rest- 
^ V ■! fonablencfs of devotion, as expreffcd ia 
veneration, love, and gratitude, the fame 
train of thought will equally juftify it, 
when appearing in the forms of defire, 
delight, or refignation. The latter are, 
indeed, the confequence of the former. 
For we cannot but defire fome communi- 
cation with what we love ; and will na- 
turally refign ourfelves to one, on whom 
we have placed the full confidence of 
affedlion. The afpirations of a devout 
man after the favour of God, are the 
effedls of that earneft wifli for happinefs, 
which glows in every brcaft. All men 
have fomewhat that may be called the 
object of their devotion ; reputation, 
pleafure, learning, riches, or whatever 
apparent good has ftrongly attached their 
heart. This becomes the centre of at- 
tradion, which draws them towards it; 
which quickens and regulates all their 
motions. While the men of the world 
are thus influenced by the objeds which 
they feverally worfhip, (hall he only who 

direds 
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diredls all his devotion towards the Supreme ^ 
Being, be excluded from a place in the ^ 
fyftem of rational conduct ? or be cenfured 
for having paffions, whofe fenfibility corre- 
fponds to the great caufe which moves 
them? — ^Having vindicated the reafonable- 
nefs of devotion, I come, 

In the fecond place, to fliow its im** 
portance, and the high place which it 
polTeffes in the fyftem of religion^ I ad- 
drefs myfelf now to thofe, who, though 
they reje£t not devotion as irrational, yet 
confider it as an unneceflary refinement ; 
an att^^inment which may be fafely left to 
reclufe and fequeftered perfons, who aim 
at uncommon fan(9:ity* The folid and 
material duties of a good life, they hold 
to be in a great meafure independent of 
devout afFedion; and think them fuffi- 
ciently fupported, by their necelfary^ con- 
nexion with our intereft, both in this 
and in a future world. They infift much 
upon religion being a calm, a fober, and 
rational principle of conduct*' - 1 admit 

that 
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that it 16 very laudable to have a rational 
w religion. But I nmft admonifh you, that 
it is both reproachful and criminal, tq have 
an infenfible heart. If we reduce religion 
into fo cool a ftate, as not to admit love, 
aflfedion, and defire, we fliall leave it in 
pofleffion of fmall influence over human 
life. Look abroad into the world, and ob- 
ferve how few a£t upon deliberate and 
rational views of their true intereft. The 
bulk of mankind are impelled by their feel- 
ings. They are attradled by appearances of 
good. Tafte and inclination rule their con- 
dud. To direct their inclination and tafte 
toviTards the higheft objects ; to fona a relilh 
within them, for virtuous and fpiritual en- 
joyment ; to introduce religion into the 
heart, is the province of devotion ; and 
hence arifes its importance to the interefts 
of goodnefs. 

Agreeably to this dodrine, the great 
Author of our religion, who well kncw^ 
%vhat ivas in mariy laid the foundation of 
his whole fyftem in the reigeneration of 
the heart. The change which was to be 

accomplifhed 
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accomplifhed on his followers^ he lid not 
Jpurpofe to effect, merely by regulating %^ 
their external ccndu6t ; but by forming 
within them a ftew nature ; by taking 
away the heart of Jlone^ and giving them 
a heart of flejb^ that is, a heart reknting 
knd tender, yielding to the Divine im*^ 
pulfe, and readily fufceptible of devout 
impreffions. I'hou Jbalt love the Lord thy 
God with all thy hearty and mind^ and fout^ 
and Jlrength i This is the firjl and great 
commandment. My fon^ give me thy hearty 
is the call of God to each of us : And, 
indefed, if the heart be with-held, it is 
not eafy to conceive, what other offering 
we can prefent, that will be acceptable to 
him. 

Of what nature muft that man's reli- 
gion be, who profefTes to worfhip God, 
and to believe in Chrift ; and yet raifes 
his thoughts towards God, and his Savi- 
our^ without any warmth of gratitude or 
love ? I fpeak not of thofe occafional de- 
cays of pious afFedion, to which the beft 
are fubjedl, but of a total infenfibility to 

this 



Digitized by 



286 



On Devotion. 



SEKM. this pirt of religion. Surely let the out* 
v / _f ward behaviour be ever fo irreproachable, 
there muft be fome eflential defedt in a 
heart, which remains always unmoved at 
the view of infinite goodnefs. The af- 
fections cannot, in this cafe, be deemed 
to flow in their natural channel. Some 
concealed malignity muft have tainted 
the inward frame. This is net the man 
whom you would chufe for your bofom- 
friend j or whofe heart you could exped 
to anfwer, with reciprocal warmth, to 
yours. His virtue, if it deferves that 
name, is not of the moft amiable fort; 
and may, with reafon, receive the appel- 
lation (often injudicioufly beftowed) of 
cold and dry morality. Such a perfon 
muft, as yet, be Jar from the kingdom of 
Heaven. 

As devotion is thus eflential to religioa 
in its principle, fo it enters into the pro- 
per difcharge of all its duties. It diffufes 
an aufpicious influence over the whole 
of virtue. The prevailing temper of the 
mind is formed by its moft frequent em- 
ployments. 
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ployments. Intercourfe with Supreme SERM. 
perfedion cannot, therefore, but ennoble 
and impjove it. The pure love of God 
naturally cDnneds itfelf with the love of 
man. Hence, devotion has been often 
found a powerful iriftrument in huma- 
nizing the manners of men, and taming 
their unruly paffions. It fmooths what 
is rough, and foftens what is fierce, in 
our nature. It is the great purifier of the 
affedions. It infpires contempt of the 
low gratifications belonging to animal 
life. It promotes a humble and cheerful 
contentment with our lot ; and fubdues 
that eager defire of riches and of power, 
which has filled this unhappy world with 
crimes and mifery. Finally, it beftows 
that enlargement of heart in the fervice 
of God, which is the great principle, 
both of perfeverance, and of progrefs in 
virtue. He who, unacquainted with de- 
vout affections, fets himfelf to keep the 
Divine commandments, will advance in 
obedience with a flow and languid pace ; 
like one who, carrying a heavy burden, 
7 toils 
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SEkM. toils td mount the hill/ But he whofe 
^ , JL,^ heart devotion has wanned, will proced 
on his way, cheerful and rejoicing. The 
one performs his dilty, only becauJTe it is 
commanded; the other, becaufe he loves 
it* The one is inclined to do no more 
than rieceffity requires ; the other feeks 
to exceh The one looks for his reward 
in fomewhat befideS religion j the other 
finds it in religion itfelf: It is bis meat 
and drink to do the will of that heavenly 
Father J whom he loves and adores. Which 
of thefe two are likely to make the greateft 
improvement in gooduefs^ is eafily difcerned. 
Let us now confider. 

In the third place, the influence of de- 
votion on the happinefs of life. Whatever 
promotes and ftrengthens virtue, what- 
ever calms and regulates th^ temper^ is a 
fource of happinefs. Devotion, as I have 
juft now fliown, produces thofe ejSeds in 
a remarkable degree* It infpires compo- 
fure of fpirit^ mildnefs, and benignity; 
vireakens the painful^ and cherifhes the 
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J^ieafmjg emotions ; and, by thefe means, S 
carries on the Viii of a pious man in a 
fpiooth arid placid tenoun 

Befides elcerting this habitual ihfiueiicd 
oti this mind, devotion dpehs a field of 
enjoyments^ to which the vicious are En- 
tire ftrangers ; erijoynierits the more valu- 
able, as they peculiarly belong to retire- 
ment v^hen the world leslves Us, arid td 
adverfity When it becomes our foe. Thefe 
are the two feafons, for which every wife 
man would mbft wifh to provide fonie 
hidden ftore of comfort Foi* let him be 
jplaced iri tbe riioft favourable fifuation 
"Which the human ftate admitis, the world 
can neither always imufe him, nor al- 
ways fhield him from diftrefs. There 
will be many hours of vacuity, and 
many of dejeCticJn, in his life. If he be 
it ftranger to Gdd, and to devotion, how 
dreary will the gloom of foUtude often 
prove? With What oppreffive Weight will 
ficknefsj difappoiritment, or old age, fall 
upon his fpirits? But, for thofe penfive 
periods, the pious man has a relief pre- 
VoL. I. U pared. 
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pared. From the drefome rqpetitiion of 
the common vanities of life, or from the 
painful corrofion of its cares jtnd forrows^ 
devotion tranfports him into a new region; 
and furrounds him there with fuch objeds, 
as are the moll fitted to cheer the dcjedion, 
to calm the tumults, and to heal the wounds 
of his heart« If the world has been empty 
and delufive, it gladdens him with the pro^ 
fped of a higher and better order of things, 
about to arife. If men have been ungrate- 
ful and bafe, it diiplays before him the 
faithfulnefs of that Supreme Being, who, 
though every other friend fail, will never 
, forfake himl Confult your - experience, 
and you will find, that the two greateft 
fources of inward joy, are, the exercife of 
love direded towards a deferving objed, 
and the exercife of hope terminating on 
fome high and affured happinefs* Both 
thefe are fupplied by devotion; and there- 
fore we have no reafon to be furprifed, 
if, on fome occafions, it fill the hearts of 
good men with a fatisfadion not to be 
exprefled. 

The 
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are, in many rcfpefts, fuperiourN to the ^ 
coar& gratifications of fcnfe* They are 
pleaiures which belong to the higheft 
powers, and beft affedions of the foul; 
whereas the gratifications of fenfe refide 
in the lowdl region of oitf nature. To 
the one, the foul ik)op8 bdow its native 
dignity. The othcTi raifc it above itfelf. 
The one, leaves always a comf<^l6fs, often 
a mortifying, remembrance behind. them# 
The other, are teviewcd with applaufe 
and ddight. The pleafures of knik re* 
femble a foaming tocrent, which a&er a 
diforderly courfe^ fpeedily runs out, and 
leaves an empty and ofFenfive channel. 
But tht pleafures of devotion refemble 
the equable current of a. pure river^ 
which enlivens the fields through which 
it pafles, and diffufes verdure and ferti« 
^^ lity along its hanks^ To thee, O Devo- 
tion I we owe the higheft improvement of 
our nature, and much of tlur QPtjoyment 
of our life. Thou art the fuppoft of o\it 
vktiit, and the reft of our in thii 
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turbulent world. Thou compofeft the 
thoughts. Thou calmeft the paflions* 
Thou cxalleft the heart. Thy commu- 
nications, and thme cmly, are imparted 
to the low, no Jefs than. to the. high; to 
the poor, as well as to the rich* In thy 
prefence, worldly diftiniftions ceafe ; and 
under tl^y influence worldly forrows are 
forgotten. Thou art the balm of the 
wounded mind. Thy fanduary is ever 
open to«4he mifdrable; inacceflible only 
to the unrighteous and in^pure- Thou 
beginneft on earth, the temper of heaven. 
In thee, the hofts of angels and blefled 
fpirits eternally rejoice. It now remains, 

III. To endeavour to. corre£k fome 
errors, into which men are apt to fall 
concerning devotion. For it is but too 
obvious, that errors are often committed 
in this part of religion.. Hiefe frequently 
disfigure its appearsmce before the world, 
And dfubjqa it- to unjufl reproach. Let us 
therefore attend deliberately to it& nature, 
fo as^ to diflinguifh pure and iationaklk^ 
: . ; w ^ J votion. 
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votion, of which I have hidierto treated, 
from that yrhich is, ia any degree, fpurious 
and adulterated. 

In the firil place, It is an error to 
place devotion in the mere performance 
of any external adl of worfhip. Prayer 
and praife, together - with the ordinances 
peculiar to the Chriftian religion, are the 
appointed means of raifing the heart to- 
wards the Supreme Being, They are the 
inftituted figns of devotion ; the language 
in which it naturally ^exprefles itfelf. But 
let us remember, that they are figns and 
expreffions only; and we all know, that 
in various cafes, thefe may not correfpond 
to the thing lignified. It is in the difpo-j- 
fition of the heart, not in the motion of 
the lips, or in tKe pofture of the body, 
that devotion confifts. The heart may 
pray or praife, when no words are utter- 
ed. But if the heart be unconcerned or ill 
afFe<aed, all the words we can utter, how 
properly framed foever, are no other than 
empty aafl unacceptable founds in the ear 
of the Almighty. 

U 3 In 
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SB RM. li^ the fecond place. It is an. epror to 
%mm m^ mmj concelve thc pleafures and adi^ntages of 
devotion, to be indifcriminately open to 
all. Devotion, like m^ny parts of rcli-^ 
gion, may in fome lights be coafidered 
as a privilege, and in others as a duty. 
It is the duty of all, to love God, and to 
refign themfelves to his will. But it is 
the privilege of good men only, to re- 
joice in Gbd, and to confide in his^ 
frieudfhip. Hence a certain preparation 
is requifite, for the enjoyment of devotion 
in its whole extent. Not only muft the 
life be reformed from grofs enormities, 
but the heart muft have undergone that 
change which the Gofpel demands* A 
competent knowledge of God muft be ac- 
quired. A proper jbundation muft fa^ laid 
in faith and repentance, for intercourfe with 
Heaven. 

They who would rulh all at oftce from 
the arms of the world, into the fecred 
retreat of devotion ; they who imagine 
that retreat to ftand always reaSy for the 
reception of fuch as betake thiemfclves to 

■ • 3 - ~ it, 
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refuge excludes them, betray grofs iguo- 
ranee of this part of religion. They bring 
to it, faculties unqualified to tafte its plea- 
fures ; and they grafp at hopes, to which 
they are not entitled. By incorporating 
unth devotion the unnatural mixture of 
their unfandbified pafiions, they defile and 
corrupt it. Hence that gloom which has 
often fpread over it. Hence thofe fuper- 
ftitious mortifications and aufterities, by 
which the felfely devout hope to purchafe 
favour from God; haunted by the ter- 
rours of a guilty confeience, and vainly 
ftruggling to fubftitute a fcrvile and 
cringing homage, in the room of the pure 
affedions of a renewed heart. On fucb 
ahars^ the hallowed fire of true devotion 
cannot burn ; nor can any incenfe afcen4 
from them, that &aH be grateful to Hea^ 
vcn. Bfing no more vah$ obbuions. Wajh 
jptf, make you clean y put away the evil of 
your doings from before mine eyes^ faith thi 
Jjord. Qeafo to do evil ; learn to do welU 
Then draw nigh to God^ and he will draw 
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SERM, nigb to you.— ^But though devotion re« 
1^^^^^ quires a pure hearty and a virtuous life, 
and necefTarily fuppofes the exercife of 
frequent retirement^ I mpft obferve. 

In the third place, That it is an error 
to conceive it as requiring an entire re-? 
treat from the world* Devotion, like 
every other branch of religion, was in-= 
tended to fit us for difcharging the duties 
of life* We. ferve God, by being ufeful 
to one another. It is evident firom the 
frame of our nature, and from our com- 
mon neceflities and wants, that we were 
defigned by Providence for an af^ve part 
on this earth. The Gofpel of Chrift, ac-? 
cordingly, confiders us as engaged ia the 
concerns of the world f and dire^ its 
exhortations to men, in all the various re^ 
lations, chara^ers, and employments of 
civil life. Abftra^on from foqiety, there- 
fore, and total dedication of our time to 
devout exercifes, eannot be the moft pro- 
per method of acquiring the favour of 
pod. 
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I mean not, however, to throw any 
blame on thofe, who having loft all relifli 
for the ordinary purfuits of life, in con- 
fequence of fevere wounds which they 
have received from afflidion ; who, be- 
ing left to ftand alone, and difcerning 
their cqnnedlions with the world to be 
in fome meafbre broken off, choofe to 
feek tranquillity in a religious retirement, 
and to confecrate their days entirely to 
God, Situations fometimes occur, which 
both juftify a great degree of retreat from 
the world, and entitle it to refpedl. But, 
with regard to the bulk of mankind, 
Chriftian devotion neither requires nor 
implies any fuch fequeftration from the 
affairs of men. Nay, for the moft part, 
it will be cultivated with greater fljccefs, 
by thofe who mingle it .with the adlivc 
employments of life. For the mind, 
when entirely occupied by any one ob- 
jed:, is in hazard of viewing it at laft 
through a falfe medium. Objects, efpe- 
cially, fo great and fublime as thofe gf 
devotion, yrhea we Attempt to fix upon 
I thero 
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SERM. them, unremitting attention^ overihretck 
. and diforder our feeble powers. The 
mind, by being relaxed, returns to them 
with more advantage. As none of our 
organs can bear intenfe fenfations without 
injury; as the eye, when dazzled with 
overpowering light, beholds imaginary 
colours, and lofes the real diftindion of 
objeds ; fo the mind, when overheated by 
perpetual contemplation of celefUal things, 
has been fometimes found to miftake the 
ftrong impreffions of fancy, for fupernatu-* 
ral communications from above. To the 
employments of devotion as to all other 
things, there are due limits. There is a 
certain temperate fphere, within which it 
preferves longell its proper exertion, . and 
moft fuccefsfuUy promotes the purpofes for 
which it was defigned. 

In the fourth place. It is an error to 
imagine, that devotion enjoins a total 
contempt of all the pleafures and amufe- 
inents of human fociety. It checks, in- 
deed, that fpirit of diffipation which is 

too 
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too prevalent. It not only prohibits plea- serm. 
fures which are unlawful, but likewife i_irVi.j 
that unlawful degree of attachment to 
pleafurcs in themfclves innocent, which 
withdraws the attention of mm iroxsk 
what is ferious and important But it 
brings amufement under due limitation, 
without extiipating it; It forbida it as 
the bufmeis, but permits it as the re- 
laxation, of life. For there is nothing in 
the fpirit of true religion, which is hoftilc 
to a cheerftJ enjoyment of our fituation in 
the world. 

They who look with a fevere and in- 
dignant eye upon all the recreations by 
which, the cares of men ^re relieved, and 
the union of fociety is cemented, ai^, in 
two refpeftii, inkirious to religion. Firft, 
they exhibit itlo others under a forbid- 
ding form, by piething it with the garb 
of fo much uiitfieceflary aufterity. And 
next, they depriy|«he world of the be-^ 
ncfit which theiMexaifaple might afford, 
in drawing the Ipte between innocefrt and 

dangerous 
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SEKM dangerous pleafures. By a temperate 
participation of thofe which are innocent, 
they might fuccefsfuily exert that autho-* 
rity, which a virtuous and refpedtable cha- 
racter always poflelTes, in reftraining un- 
due excefs* They would fhow the young 
and unwary, at what point they ought 
to ftop. They would have it in their 
power to regulate, in fome degree, the 
publick manners ; to check extravagance, 
to humble prefumption, and put vice, to 
the bfufli. But, through injudicious fe- 
verity, they fall fhort of the good they 
might perform. By an indifcriminate 
eenfure of all amufement, they detrad 
fiom the weight of their reproof, when 
amufement becomes undoubtedly finful* 
By totally withdrawing themfelves from 
the circle of cheerful life, they deliver 
up the entertainments of fociety, into the 
hands of the loofe and the corrupted ; and 
permit the blind power of fafhion, un* 
controuled, to eftablifli its own ftandards, 
and to exercife its dangerous fway over the 
world* 

In 
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In the fifth place, It is an error to be* S E R M. 
lieve, that devotion nourifhes a fpirit of w ^ 
fe verity, in judging of the manners and 
charaftcrs of others. Under this re- 
proach, indeed, it has fo long fufFered in 
the .world ; that, with too many, the ap- 
pellation of devout, fuggefts no other 
charader, but that of a four and reclufe 
bigot, who -delights in cenfure. But the 
reproach is unjuft ; for ' fuch a fpirit is 
entirely oppofite to the nature of tyue de? 
votion. The very firft traces which it 
imprints, on the mind, are candour and 
humility. Its principles are liberal. Its 
genius is unalTumjng and ijiild. Severe 
only to itfelf, it makes every allowance 
for others which humanity can fuggeft. 
It claims no privilege of looking into 
their hearts, or of deciding with refpedt 
to their eternal ftate, — ^If your fuppofed 
devotion produce contrary efleds ; if it 
infufe, h^rflxnefs into your fentimeuts, 
and acrimony into your fpeech ; you may 
conclude, that under a feripus appear- 
ance^ cama^l pafiions lurk. And, if ever 
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SERM. It fliall fo far lift you up. with felf-con- 
i f ceit a8 to make you eftabliih your own 
opinions as an infallible ftandard for the 
whole Chriftian world^ and lead you to 
confign to perdition^ all who differ irom 
you, either in fome doctrinal tenets, or I 
in the mode of estprefling them ; you may 
reft aflured, that to much pride you have 
joined much ignorance, both of the nature 
devotion, and of the Gofpel of Chrift. 
Finally, 

In the lixth place. It is an error to 
think, that perpetual rapture and fpiri- 
tual joy belong to devotion. Devout 
feelings admit Very different degrees of 
Warmth and exaltation. Some perfons, 
by the frame of their minds, are much 
more fufceptible than others of the ten- 
der emotions. They more readily relent at 
the view of Divine goodnefs, glow with 
a warmer ardour or love, and, by confe- 
quence, rife to a higher elevation of jojr 
and hope. But, in the midft of ftill and 
Calm afiedions, devotion dften dwells ; 

and, 
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and, though it produce no tranfports in 8EltM* 
the mind, diffufes over it a fteady fe- ^^-^^ 
renity. Devout fenfations not only vary in 
their degree according to the frame of 
different tempers; but, even among the 
beft difpofed, fuffer much interruption 
tod decay^ It were too much to expc<9:, 
that, in the prefent ftate of human frailty, 
thofe happy feelings ihould be uniform 
and conftant. Oppreffion of worldly 
cares, languor of fpirits, and infirmities 
of health, frequently indifpofe us for the 
enjoyment of devout afFedions. Pious 
men, on thefe occafions, are in hazard of ^ 
paffing judgment on their own ftate with 
too much feverity ; as if, for fome great 
iniquity, they were condemned by God 
to final hardnefs of heart. Hence arifes 
that melancholy, which has beep feen to 
overcloud them ; and which has given 
occafion to many contemptuous feoffs of 
ungodly men. But it is a melancholy 
which deferves tb be treated with tender- 
nefs, not with contempt. It is the excefs 
of virtuous and pious fenfibility. k is 
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the overflowing of a heart ifFcded, in aii 
extreme degree, with the humble fenfe 
of its own failings, and with ardent 
concern to attain the favour of Cod. A 
weaknefs, however^ we admit it to be^ 
though not a crime; and hold it to be 
perfectly feparable from the eflence df de^ 
votion. For contrition^ though it may mclt^ 
ought not to fink or overpower the heart 
of a Chriftian. The tear of fepents^nce ,/ 
|)rings its own reli^. Religion is a fpring 
of confolation, not of tcrrour, to every 
well-informed mind^ which, in a proper 
manner, refts its hope on the infinite good-* 
ncfs of God, and the all-fufEcient merit of* 
Chrift- 

To conclude. Let us remove from de-* 
votion all thofe miftakes, to which the 
corruptions of men, or their ignorance 
and prejudices, have given rife. With 
us let it be the worfliip of God, in fpirit 
and in truth i the elevation of the foul 
towards him, in fimplicity and Iove# Let 
us purfue it as the principle of virtuous 

condudy 
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condud, and of inward peace, by frequent s 
and ferious meditation on the great objedls w ^ yj 
of reli^on, let us lay ourfelves open to its 
^ influence. By means of the inftitutions of 
the Qofpel, let us cherifh its impreflions. 
And, above all, let tIs pray to Cod, that he 
may eftablifh its power in our heart. For 
here, if any where, his afliftaiice is requifite. 
The fpirit of devotion is his gift. From his 
infpiration it proceeds. Towards him it 
tends ; and in his prefence hereafter, it fhall 
attain its full perfection. 
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SERMON XI. 
On the Duties qf the YotJNo. 



TiTujj, ii. d, 
7ou»g men Ukeivife exhort , to be /qber-^inded* 

3ERM. COBRIETY of mind is one ef thofe 
,^^1^^ l3 virtues which the prefeHt condition 
of human life ftrongly inculcates. The 
uncertainty of its enjoyments check* 
prefumption ; the multiplicity of its dan- 
gers demands perpetual caution. Mo- 
deration, vigilance, and felf-gbvernment^ 
are duties incumbent on all; -but efpeci- 
ally on fuch as are beginning the journey 
jof life. ' To them, therefore, the admoni- 
tion in the Text is, with great propriety^ 
diredted; though there is reafon to icdXi 
that by them it is in, hazard of I^dng 

lead 
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leaft regarded. Experience enforces the SE^RM. 
admonition on the moft giddy, after they c 1 
hare advanced in years. But the whole 
ftate of youthful views and paffions, is 
adverfe to fobriety of mind. The fcenes 
which prefent themfelveSj at our entering 
Upon the worlds are commonly flattering. 
Whatever they be in themfelves, the lively 
fpirits of the young gild every opening 
profped. The field of hope appears to 
ftretch wide before them. Pleafure feems 
to put fwth its bloIToms on every fide. 
Impelled- by defire, forward they rufh 
with incSnfiderate ardour: Prompt to 
decide, and to choofe ; averfe to hefitate, 
or to enquire ; credulous, becaufe un- 
taught by experience} ralh, becaufe un- 
acquainted with danger J headftrong, 
becauffe unfiibdued by difappointment. 
Hence arife the perils^ of which it is my 
defign at prefent to warn them. I fhali 
take Jobrkty of mind^ in its nwft compre-^ 
henfive fenfe, as including the whole of 
that difcipline which religion and virtue 
pre&ribe to youth. Though the words 
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of the Text are diredly addrefled to yoUng 
men^ yet, as the fame admonition is given 
in a preceding verfe to the other fex, the 
inftru£tions which arife from the Text are 
to be coniidered as common to both. I 
intend, firft^ to fhow them the importance 
of beginning early to give fefious attention 
to their condudt ; and, nexty to point ©ufi 
thofe virtues which they ought chiefly to 
cultivate* 

As foon as you ^re capsible of reflec- 
tion, you mufl: perceive that there is a. 
right and a wrong in human actions* 
You fee, that thofe who are born with, 
the fame advantages of fortune, are jack 
all equally prolperous ip the courfe of life* 
While fome of them, by wife and fteady 
conduiSt, attain diftin£l:ion in the world^ 
and pafs their days with comfort and ho- 
nour ; others of the fame rank, by mean 
and vicious behaviour, forfeit the advan^ 
tages of their birth, involve themfelves in 
much mifery, and end in being a dif- 
grace to their friends, and a burden on 

fociety^ 
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fpciety. Early, then, may you learn, that 
it is not on the external condition in 
which you find yourfelves placed, but on 
the part which you are to ad, that your 
welfare . or unhappinefs, your honour or 
infamy, depend. Now, when beginning 
to a£t that part, what can be of greater 
moment, than to regulate *your plan of 
condudt with the moft ferious attention, 
before yqu have yet committed any fatal 
or irretrievable errors ? If, inftead of 
exerting refledion for this valuable pur- 
pofe, you deliver yourfelves up, at fo cri- 
tical a time, to floth and pleafure ; if you 
refufe to liften to any counfellor but hu- 
mour, or to attend to any purfuit except 
that of amufement ; if you allow your- 
felves to float loofe and carelefs on the 
tide of life, ready to receive any direc- 
tion which the current of fafhion may 
chance to give you^ what can you expcft 
to follp^y from fuch beginnings ? While 
fo many around you are undergoing the 
fad confequenecs of a like indifcretion, 
for what reafon fliall not thofe confe- 
X 3 quences 
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5E^RM. quences extend to you? ShaU you 
L _f attain fuccefs without that preparation, 
and efcapc dangers without that precau* 
tion, which is required of others ? .ft^all 
happinefs grow up to you, of its own ac- 
cord, and folicit your acceptance, when, 
to the reft of mankind, it is the fruit of 
long cultivation, and the acquifition of 
labour and care ? ■Deceive not your- 
felves with fuch arrogant hopes. What- 
ever be your rank. Providence will not, 
for your fake, reverie its eftabliflied or- 
der. The Author of ywt being hath en- 
joined you to take heed to your ways ; to 
ponder the paths of your feet ; to remember 
your Creator in the days of your youth. He 
hath decreed, that they only who feek qf-^ 
ter wifdom^ Jball find it ; that fools fijall 
he {fisted J becaufi of their tranfgrejjions ; 
and that whofo refufetb infiruSion fi)all 
deflroy his own foul. By liftening to thefe 
admonitions, and tempering the vivacity 
of youth with a proper mixture of ferious 
thought, you may enfure cheerfulnefs for 
the reft of life ; but by delivering your- 
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iJ^T^ up at prefent to gidditiefs and levity, 
you lay the foundation of lading heavlneis 
of heart. 

When you look forward to thofe plans 
of life, which either your circumftances 
have fuggefted, or your friends have pro-* 
pofed, you will not hefitate to acknow** 
ledge, that in order to purfue them with 
advantage, fome previous difcipline is re- 
quifite. Be allured, that whatever is to 
be your profeffion, no education is more 
neceflTary to your foccefs, than the ac- 
quirement of virtuous difpofitions and 
habits. This is the univerfal preparation 
for every character, and every ftation in. 
}ife. Bad as the world is, refpedt is al- 
ways paid to virtue. In the ufual courfe 
of human affairs, it will be found, that 
a plain underftanding joined with ac- 
knowledged worth, contributes more to 
profperity, than the brighteft parts with- 
out probity or honour. Whether fcience, 
or buiinefs, or public life, be your aim, 
virtue ftill enters, for a principal fliare, 
into all thofe great departments of fociety. 
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SERM. It i5 conneftcd with eminence, in every . 

Ci-yl— I liberal art ; with reputation, in every branch 
of fair and ufeful bufinefs ; with diftinc- 
tion, in every public ftation. The vigour 
whiclj it gives the n>iad, and the weight 
which if adds to charadt/er ; the generous 
fentiments which it breathes, the undaunted 
Ijpint which it infpires, the ardov|r of dili- 
gence which it quickens, the freedom which 
it procure? from pernicious and difhonourr 
^ble avocations^ are the foundations of all 
that is high in fame, or g^eat in fuccefs^ 
among men. 

Whatever ornamental or engaging en- 
dowments you now poflefs, virtue is a 
neceflary requifite, in order to their fliin- 
ing with proper luftre. Feeble are the 
attractions of the faireft form, if it be 
fufpeded that nothing within corre- 
fponds to the pleafmg appearance without. 
Short are the triumphs of wit, when it is 
fpppofed to be the vehicle of malice. By 
whatever arts you may at firft attra<3: the 
attention, you can hold the efteem, aad 
fbcure the hearts of others, only by ami- 

: ' ' 2^bl^ 
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aHc ldifj^fitiorivS, and the accomplilhmenta 
of fh'e mind. Thefe are the qualities whofe i_ ^ 
influence will laft, when the luftre of all 
that once fparkled and dazzled has pafled 
awdy* 

tet not then the feafon of youth be 
barren of improvements fo eflential to 
yoiir future felicity and honour. Now. is 
the feed-time of life; and according to 
what you fow^ you Jhall reap. Your cha- 
racter is now, under Divine afliftance, of 
your own forming ; your fate is, in fome 
meafure, put into your own hands. . Your 
nature is as yet pliant and foft. Habits 
have not eftablifhed their dominion. Pre- 
judices have not pre-occupied your un- 
derftanding. The world has not had time 
to contradl and debiafe your afFedions^ 
All your powers are more vigorous, dif- 
embarralTed, and free, than they will be 
at any future period. Whatever impulfc 
you now give to your defires and paflions, 
the diredion is likely to continue. It 
will form the channel in which your, life 
is to run ; nay, it may determine its ever- 

lafting 
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SERM. lading iffue. Confidcr then the employ* 
w-^yl—j mertt of thi$ important period, as the 
higheft truft which fliall ever be com-? 
mitted to you ; as^ in a great meafure, 
decifive of your happinefs, in time, and 
in eternity. As in the fucceffion of the 
feafons, each, by the invariable laws of 
Nature, afFefts the prodijdions of what is 
next in courfe j fo, in huma^ life, every 
period of our age, according as it is well 
or ill fpent^ influences the happinefs of 
that which is to follow. Virtuous youth 
gradually brings forward accomplifhed 
and flourifliing manhood ; and fuch man- 
hood paffes of itfelf, without uneafinefs, 
into refpedtaWe and tranquil old age, 
But when Nature is turned out of its re- 
gular courfe, diforder takes place in the 
moral, juft as in the vegetable world, ''if 
the Spring put forth no bloflfoms^ ia 
Summer there will be no beauty, and 
in Autumn, no fruit. So, if youth be 
trifled away without improvement, man- 
hood will be contemptible, and old age 
xaiferabje. If the beginnings of life have 
7 been 
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been vanity^ its latter end can be no other '^M4 
than vexation of/pirit. ^ _| 

Having thus ftiown tb? importance of 
beginning early to give ferious attention to 
condu^l, I come, n^y^U to point put the 
virtues which arc moft neceflary to be cul-- 
tivated in youth. What I fliall, 

I. Recommend, is piety to God. With 
this I begin, both as the foundation of 
good morals^ and as a difpofition parti* 
cularly graceful and becoming in youth. 
To be vend of it, argues a cold heart, defti- 
tute of fome of the beft afFedions which 
belong to that age. Youth is the feafon 
of warm and generous emotions. The 
heart ihould then, fpontaneoufly, rife 
into the admiration of what is great, 
glow with the love of what is fair and 
excellent, and melt at the difcovery of 
tcndernefs and goodnefs. Where can 
any obje£t be found, fo proper to kindle 
thafe affeftions, as the Father of. the uni- 
verfe, and the Author of all felicity ? 
Unmoved by veneration, can you con- 
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template that grandeur and myefty, | 
which his works every where dlfplay? ' 
Untouched by gratitude, can you view 
that profufion of good, which, in this 
pleafing feafon of life, his beneficent hand 
pours around you ? Happy in the love 
and afFedlion of thofe with whom you 
are conneded, look up to the Supreme 
Being, as the infpirer of all the friend- 
fliip which has ever been fhown you by 
others; himfelf, your beft and your firft 
friend ; formerly, the fupporter of your 
infancy, and the guide of your child- 
hood ; now, the guardian of your youth, 
and the hope of your coming years. 
View religious homage, as a natural ex- 
preffion of gratitude to him for all his 
goodnefs. Confider it as the fervice of the 
God of your fathers ; of him, to whom your 
parents devoted you ; of him, whom in for- 
mer ages your ancefcors honoured ; and by 
whom they are now rewarded, and bleffed 
in heaven. Conne£led with fo many ten- 
der fenfibilities of foul, let religion be with 
you, not the cold and barren offspring of 

Ipeculation, 
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fpeculation, but the warm and vigoreus SERM, 
dictate of the heart. 

But though piety chiefly belong to the 
heart, yet the aid of the underftanding is 
requifite, to give a proper direftion to the 
devout affeftions. You muft endeavour, 
therefore, to acquire juft views, both of 
the great principles of natural religion, and 
of the peculiar dodtrines of the gofpel. For 
this end ftudy the facred fcriptures, Con- 
fult the word of God, more than the fyftems 
of men, if you would know the truth in its 
native purity. When, upon rational and 
fober enquiry, you have eftablifhed your 
principles, fufFer them not to be fhaken by 
the feoffs of the licentious, or the cavils of 
the fceptical. Remember, that in the ex- 
amination of every great and comprehen- 
five plan, fuch as that of Chriftianity, dif- 
ficulties may be expected to occur ; and 
that reafonable evidence is not to be rejedked, 
becaufe the nature of our prefent ftate al- 
lows us only to kiiow in part^ and t(f fee 
through a;glafsy darkly. 

Imprefs 
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M. Iniprefs your minds with reverence for all 
1^ that is facred. Let no wantonnefs of youth- 
ful fpirits, no compliance with the intem- 
perate mirth of others, ever betray you 
into prophane fallies. Befides the guilt 
which is thereby incurred, nothing gives a 
more odious appearance of petulance and 
prefumption to youth, than the afFedtation 
of treating religion with levity. Inftead of 
being an evidence of fuperiour underftand- 
Ing, it difcovers a pert and fliallow mind j 
which, vain of the firft fmatterings of know- 
ledge, prefumes to make light of what the 
reft of mankind revere. 

At the fame time you are not to ima- 
gine, that when exhorted to be religious, 
you are called upon, to become more for- 
m^tl and folemn in your manners than 
others of the fame years, or to ered your- 
felves into fupercilious reprovers of thofe 
around yoU4 The fpirit of true religion 
breathes gentlenefs and affability. It 
gives a native, unafiedted eafe JO the be- 
haviour. It is focial, kind, and cheer- 
ful: 
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illiberal fuperftition which clouds the 
brow, iharpens the temper, dejeds the 
fpirit, and teaches men to fit themfelvcs 
for another world, by neglecting the con- 
cerns of this. Let your rclijgion, on the 
contrary, connefl preparation for heaven^ 
with an honourable difcharge of the du-» 
tics of adlive life* Let it be aflbciated in 
your imagination, with all that is manly 
and uleful ; wttb wbatfoever things are 
irue^ are jufl^ are pufr^ are lo'Oely^ are of 
goad r^port^ wherever there is any virtue^ 
and wherever there is any pratfe. Of fuch 
religion difcover, on every proper occafion, 
that you are not afhamed ; but avoid mak* 
ing any unneceflary oftentation of it before 
the wcMrld. 

n. To piety, join ifiodefty and doci- 
lity, reverence of your parents, and fub- 
miffion to thofe who are your fuperigurs 
in knowledge, in ftatidn, and in years^ 
Depeiidence and obedience belong tq 
youth* Mod^y is one of its chief orna- 
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SERM. meats J and has ever been eftcemed a prc- 
fage of rifing merit. When entering on 
the career of life, it is your part, not to 
aflume the reins as yet into your hands ; 
but to commit yourfelvcs to the guidance of 
the more experienced, and to become wife 
by the wifdom of thofe who have gone 
before you. 

Of all the follies incident to youth, 
there are none which either deform its 
prefent appearance, or blaft the profjpcdt 
of its future profperity, more than felf- 
conceit, prefumption, and obftinacy. By 
checking its natural progrefs in improve- 
ment, they fix it in long imiAaturityj 
and frequently produce mifchiefs, which 
can never be repaired. Yet thefe are vices 
too commonly found among the young* 
Big with enterprife, and elated by hope, 
they refolve to truft for fuccefs to none 
but themfelves* Full of their own abili- 
ties, they deride the admonitions which 
are given them by their friends, as the 
timorous fuggeftions of age. Too wife 
to* learn, too. impatient to deliberate, too 
6 forward 
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forward to be reftrained, they plunge, 
with precipitant indifcretion, into the 
midft of all the dangers with which life 
abounds, ^eeft thou a young man ijotfe in 
his own conceit? There Is more hope of d 
fool^ than of him. — ^Pofitive as you now are 
in your opinions, and confident in your 
aflertions, be alTufed,. that the time ap- 
proaches when both men and things will 
appear to you iri a diflFerent light. Many 
characters which you now admire, will, 
by and bye, fink in your efteem ; and 
many opinions, of which you are at pre- 
sent moft tenacious^ will alter as you ad- 
vance in years; Diftruft, therefore, that 
^lare of youthful prefuniption, which 
dazzles your eyes. Abound not in your 
own fenfe* Put not yourfelves forward 
with too much eagernefsj nor imagine, 
that by the impetuofity of juvenile ar- 
dour^ you can overturn fyftems which 
have been Idng eftabliflied, and change 
the face of the world. Learn not to think 
more highly of yourfelves than you ought to 
think^ hut to think foberly. By patient aad 
^ Vot. !• Y gradual 
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SE^M. gradual progrefliori lii improvement, yCrtl 
v,-"-^- _f may, in due time, command lailing cftediti. 
But by afluming, at prefent, a tone of 
fuperiority, to which you have no title, 
you will difguft thofe whdfei approbation 
it is moil important to gain. Forward vi- 
vacity may fit you to be the compShions of 
an idle hour. More folid qualities muft re- 
commend you to the wife, and mark you 
Out for importance and cohfidcration in 
fubfequent life. 

III. It is neceflfary to recommend to 
you, fincerity and truth. This is the 
bafis of every virtue. That darknefs of 
character, where we can fee no heart; 
thofe foldings of art, through which no 
native affedion is allowed to penetrate, 
prefent an object, unamiable in every 
feafon of life, but particularly odious in 
youthi If, at an age when the heart is 
warm, when the emotions are ftrong, 
and when nature is expected to fliew it- 
felf free and open, you can already fmile 
and deceive, what are we to look for, 
6 when 
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WlieA you fliall be longer hackndyed ia the ^ 
ways of men ; when inter* ft fliall have com- s ^ i# 
pleted the obduratidn of your heart, and • 
experience fhall have improved you in all 
the arts of gtiile ? Diflimulatioh in youth, 
^ is the fore-runner of perfidy in old age. Its 
firft appearance, is the fatal omen of grow- 
ing depravity^ and future fliame. It de- 
grades pdrts and learning; obfcures the 
luftre of every accomplifliment j and finks 
you into contempt with God and man. 

As you value, therefore, the appro-* 
bation of Heaven, or the efteem of the 
world, cultivate the love of truth. In all 
your proceedings, be direft and confiftent* 
Ingenuity and candour pofifefs the moft 
powerful charm ; they befpeak univerfal 
favour, and carry an apology for almoft 
€very failing. T'be Up of tfutb^Jhall be 
ejlabli/hed for ever ; but a lying tongue^ is 
but for a moment *. The path of truth, is 
a plain and a fafe path ; that of falfehood, 
is a perplexing maze. After the firft de-^ 
.parture from fincerity, it is not in your 

* Prov. xii. 19. 
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SE^M. power to ftop. One artifice unavoidabfjr 
kads on tt) another; till, as the intricacy 
of the labyrinth increafes, you are left 
entangled in .your own fnar e. Deceit dis- 
covers a Iktle mind, which ftops at tem- 
porary expedients, without rifing to com- 
prehenfi^ve views of conduct. It betrays,, 
at the fame time, a daftardly fpirit. It is 
the refource of one who wants' courage 
to avow his defigns,. or to reft upon him- 
felf. Whereas, opennefs of charader dis- 
plays that generous boldnefs which ought 
to diftinguifli youth. To fet out in the 
worLd with no odier principle than a 
crafty attention to intereft, betokens one 
who is deftined for creeping through the 
inferiour walks of life. But to give 
an early preference to honour above gain, 
when they ftand in competitron ^ to defpife 
every advantage, which cannot be attained 
without diflioneft arts j to brook no mean- 
nefs, and to ftoop to no diffimulation ; are 
the indications of a great mind, the pre- 
fages of future eminence and diftinftion in 
Ufe. 
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Anhc fame time, this virtuous fincerity 
IB perfectly confiftent with the moft pru- 
dent vigilance and caution. It is oppofed 
to cunning, not to true wifdom. It is not 
the fimplicity of a weak and improvident^ 
but the candour of an enlarged and noble 
mind; of one who fcorns deceit, becaufe 
he accounts it both bafe and unprofitable; 
and who feeks no difguife, becaufe he needs 
none to hide him. Lord I who /hall abide 
in thy tabernacle ? Who Jhall afcend into thy 
holy hill? He that walketh uprightly^ and 
wofketh righteoufnefs^ and fpeaketb the truth 
in his heart, 

IV. Youth is the proper feafon 
cultivating the benevolent and humane 
affedions. As a great part of your hap- 
pinefs is to depend on the connedions 
which you form with others, it is of high 
importance that you acquire, betimes, the 
temper and the manner^ which will ren- 
der fuch connexions comfortable. Let a 
fenfe of juftice be the foundation of all 
^our focial qualities. In your moft early 
y 3 intercourf§ 
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intprcourft with the world, aAd evea In 
your youthful apiufements, let no unfair- 
ncfs be found. Engrave on your mind 
tliat facrcd rule, of Johg^ all things to 
qtbers^ according as you wi/h that thzy 
Jbould do unto you. For this end, imprefe 
yourfelves with a deep fenfe of the origi-* 
nal, and natural equality of men. What-i- 
cver advantages of birth or fortune you 
poflfefs, nevtf difplay th^m with an often^ 
tatious fuDeriority, Leave the fubordi-? 
nations o^ank, to regulate the intercourfe 
of more advanced years. At prefent, it 
becomes you to adt among your compa-^ 
nions, as man with man. Remember how 
unknown to you are the viciffitudes of the 
wprld J and how often they, on whom ig-» 
norant and ipontempjuous young men once 
looked down with fcorn, have rifen to be 
their fuperiour^ in future years. 

CpmpafEon i^ an emotion, of which 
you ought never ^to be afhamed. Grace- 
ful in youth is the tear of fympathy, and 
the heart that melts at the t^le of woe. 
Let not: eafe and iodiilge^ce cQntra<% youc 

afFeftions, 
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afFeftions, and wrap you up in felfifli en- 
joyment. But go fometimes to the houfc 
of mournings as well as to the boufe of fcqfi^ 
ing. Accuftom yourfelves to think of the 
diftrefles of human life ; of the folitary 
cottage, the dying parent, and the weep- 
ing orphan. Thou fialt not harden thy 
hearty nor Jhut thy hand from thy poor bro--' 
thcr; but thou floalt furely give unto him in 
the day of his, need: And thine heart Jhall 
not be grieved when thou givef unto^ him ; 
becaufe that for this things the Lord thy God 
Jhall blefs thee in all thy works'^. Never 
fport with pain and diftrefs, in any of your 
amufements; nor treat even the meaneft 
infe£t with wanton cruelty. 

In young minds, there is commonly « 
ftrong propenfity to particular intimacies 
and friendfliips. Youth, indeed, is the 
feafon when friendfliips are fometimes 
formed, which not only continue through 
fucceeding life, but which glow to the 
laft, with a tendernefs unknown to the 
connections begun in cooler years. Thp 
Ipropenfity therefore is not to be difcou-p 

• Deat. XV. 7. 10. 

Y 4 rage^^ 
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raged; though at the fame time it muft 
be regulated with much circumlpedlioij 
and care. Tqo many of the pretended 
friendfl>ips of youth ^ are mere combina- 
tions in pleafure. They are often foundT 
ed on capricious likings j fuddenly con-r 
traded, and as fuddenly dilfolved. Some-? 
times they are the effedl of interefted coin- 
plaifance and flattery on the one fide, and 
of credulous fpndnefs on the other. Be- 
ware of fuch rafh and dangerous connec-r 
tions, ^hich may afterwards load you 
with diflionour. Remember, that by the 
charader of thofe whom you choofe for 
your friends, your own is likely to be 
formed, and will certainly be judged of 
by the world. Be flow, therefore, and 
cautious in contrafting intimacy ; but 
when a virtuous friendfliip is once eftar 
bliflied, confider it as a facred engagement. 
Expofe not yourfelves to the reproach of 
lightnefs and inconftancy, which always 
befpeak, either a trifling, or a bafe mind. 
Reveal none of the fecrets of your friend. 
Be faithful to his interefl:s. Forfake him 
not in danger. Abhor the thought of ac- 
8 quiring 
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i^uiring any advantage by his prejudice or S E^R M. 
hurt. There is a friend that Ipveth at all ^^^^l-j'- 
times^ and a brother that is born for adver^ 
fty. 7'hine own friend^ and thy fathers 
friend yforfake not^^ 

Finally, on this head; in order to rea- 
der yourfelves amiable in fociety, correct 
every appearance of harfhnefs in beha- 
viour^ Let that courtefy diftinguifh your 
demeanour, which fprings, not fo much 
from ftudied politenefs, as from a mild 
and gentle heart. Follow the cuftoms of 
the world in matters indifferent; but flop 
when they become finful. Let your man-^ 
ners be fimple and natural ; and of courfe 
they will be engaging. AfFedation is cer- 
tain deformity. By forming themfelves 
on fantaftic models, and vying with one 
another in every reigning folly, the young 
begin with being ridiculous, and end ici 
being vicious and immoraL 

V. Let mc particularly exhort youth to 
teniperance in pleafure : Let me admonifh 

* Prov. xvii. 17 — xxvii. 10. 

them, 
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M, them, to beware of that rock on which 
^ thoufands, from race to race, continue to 
fplit. The love of pleafure, natural to inan 
in every period of his life, glows at this age 
with excelTive ardoun NoveUy adds, frefli 
charms, as yet, to every gratification. The 
world ^appears to fpread a continual feaft ; 
and health, vigour, and high fpirits, in- 
vite them to partake of it without re-^ 
ftraint. In vain we warn them of latent; 
dangers. Religion is accufed of infufFer^ 
able feverlty, in prohibiting enjoyment; 
and the old, when they offer their admo- 
nitions, are upbraided with having forgot 
that they once were young,— -:And yet, my 
friends, to what do the reftraiiits of reli^ 
gion, and the counfels of age, with re-;? 
fpedt to pleafure, amount? They ms^y all 
be comprized in few words, not to hurt; 
yourfelves, and not to hurt others, by 
your purfuit of pleafure. Within thefe 
bounds, pleafure is lawful ; beyond them, 
it becomes criminal, becaufe it is ruinoiis. 
Are thefe reftraints any other, than what 
a wife man would choofe to impofe on 

himfelf? 
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liimfeif ? We call you not to renounce plea- S E R M. 
fure, but to enjoy it in fafety. Inftead of u . -v^ 
abridging it, we exhort you to purfue it on 
an extenfive plan. We propofe meafures 
forfecuring its poflcffion,and for prolonging 
its duration* 

Confult your whole nature. Confider 
yourfelves not only as fenfitive, but as ra- 
tional beings-; not only as rational, but 
focial; not only as focial, but immortal. 
Whatever violates your nature in any of 
thefe refpeds, cannot afford true pleafure ; 
any more than that which undermines an 
effcntial part of the vital fyftem can pro- 
mote health. For the truth of this conclu- 
fion, we appeal, not merely to the autho- 
rity of religion, nor to the teftimony of the 
aged, but to yourfelves and your own ex- 
perience. We alk, Whether you have not 
found that in a courfe of criminal excefs, 
your pleafure was more than compenfated 
by fucceeding pain ? Whether, if not from 
pvery particular inftance, yet from every 
Jxabit^ at leaft, of unlawful gratification, 

there 
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E^R M. there did not fpring fome thorn to wound 
i--^-.^ you, there did not arife fome confequeace 
to make you repent of it in the iffue ? How 
iong tbefij ye fimple ones ! will ye love Jimpli-- 
city? How long repeat th? fame round of 
pernicious folly, and tamely expofe youi*- 
felves to be caught in the fame fnare ? If 
you have any confideration, or any firmnefs 
left, avoid temptations, for which you have 
found yourfelves unequal, with as much 
care, as you would fhun peftilential infecr 
tioh. Break off all connedlions with the 
loole and profligate. When Jinners entice 
thce^ confent thou not. Look not on the wine 
%vhen it is red^ when it giveth its colour in 
the cup ; for at the laji^ it biteth like a fer-- 
pcnt^ and Jlingeth like an adder. Remove 
thy way from the Jlrange woman^ and come 
not near the door of her houfe. Let not thine 
heart decline to per ways ; for her houfe is 
the way to helL Thou goejl after her as a 
bird hajleth to the fnarCy and knowetb not 
that ft is for his life. 
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By thefe unhappy excefles of irregular s; 
pleafure in youth, how many amiable dif- 
pofitions are corrupted or deftroyed ! How 
many rifing capacities and powers are fup- 
preffed ! How many flattering hopes of pa- 
rents and friends are. totally extinguiflied \ 
Who but mull drop a tear over human nar- 
ture, when he beholds that morning which 
.arofe fo bright, overcafl: with fuch un- 
timely darknefs ; that , good humour which 
once captivated all hearts^ that vivacity 
which fparkled in every company, thofe 
abilities which were fitted for adorning 
the higheft flation, all facrificed at the flirlne 
of low fenfuality ; and one who was formed 
for running the fair career of life in the 
midH of public efteem, cut oflf by his vices 
at the beginning of his courfe, or funk, 
for the whole of it, into infignificancy 
and contempt I — Thefe, O finful Plea- 
lure! are thy trophies. It is thus that, 
co-operating with the foe of God and 
man, thou degradefl: human honour^ and 
blafteft the opening profpedls of human fe- 
Ecity*^ 

VI. DiLP- 



Digitized by 



334 Duties 

SERM. VI. Diligence, indufhy, and proper 
V ' J improvement of time, are material duties 
of the young. To no purpofe are they 
endowed with the heft abilities, if they 
want activity for exerting them. Un- 
availing, in this cafe, will be every direc- 
tion that can be given them, either for 
their temporal or fpiritual welfare. In 
youth, the habits of induftry are moft 
eafily acquired. In youth, the incen- 
tives to it are ftrongeft, from ambition 
and from duty, from emulation and hope, 
from all the profpe£ls which the begin- 
ning of life affords. If, dead to^thefe 
calls, you already languifli in flothful 
inadion, what will be able to quicken 
the more lluggifti current of advancing 
years ? 

Induftry is not only the inflrutoent of 
improvement, but the foundation of plea- 
fure. Nothing is fo oppofite to the true 
enjoyment of life, as the relaxed and 
feeble ftate of an indolent mind. He 
who \% a ftranger to induftry, may pof- 
fefs, but he cannot enjoy. For it is la- 
bour 
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boiit only which gives the relifli to plea- S E 
fure. It is the appointed vehicle of every 
good to man. It is the indifpenfable 
condition of our poflefling a found mind, 
in a found body. Sloth is fo incon- 
fiftent with both^ that it is hard to de- 
termine whether it be a greater foe to 
Virtue, or to health and happinefs* In- 
adlive as it is in itfelf, its effeds are 
fatally powerful. Though it appear a 
llowly flowing ftream, yet it undermines 
all that is ftable and flourifliing. It not 
only faps the foundation of every virtue, 
but pours upon you a deluge of crimes 
and evils. It is like water which firft pu- 
trifies by ftagnation, and then fends up 
noxioiis vapours, and fills the atmofphere 
with death. 

Fly, therefore, from idlenefs, as the 
certain parent both of guilt and of ruin. 
And under idlenefs 1 include, not mere 
inaction only, but all that circle of tri- 
fling occupations, in which too many 
faunter away their youth; perpetually 
engaged in frivolous fociety, or public 

amufe- 
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amufements, in the labours of drefs, or tW 
oftentation of their perfons. — Is this the 
foundation which you lay for future ufe- 
Tulnefs and eAeem ? By fuch accomplifh- 
ments, do you hope to recommend your* 
felves to the thinking part of the world, 
and to anfwer the expectations of your 
friendsj and your country ? ^ Amufe- 
ments^ youth requires. It were vain, it 
were cruel to prohibit them. But though 
allowable as the relaxation, they are moft 
culpable as the bufmefs, of the youjiig. 
For they then become the gulf of time, 
and the poifon of the mind. They fo- 
ment bad paffions. They weaken the 
manly powers. They fxnk the native vi- 
gour of youth, into contemptible effemi- 
nacy. 

Redeeming your time from fuch dan- 
gerous wafte, feek to fill it with employ- 
ments which yoti may review with fatilr 
fadion. The acquifition of knowledge 
is one of the moft honourable occupa- 
tions of youth. The defire of it difco- 
vers a liberal mind, and is coune(3:ed with 

ftiany 
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itiatiy aceompliflfiments, and many virtuesi ^ M, 
But though your.ttala of life (hould not 
lead you to ftudy^ the courfe of education 
always fuFnifhcs proper employments to a 
Well-difpofed mind. Whatever you pur- 
fue^ be emulous to excel. Generous am^ 
bition^ and fenfibility to ptaife, are^ efpe^ 
cially at your age, among the marks of vir-* 
tufi. Think not, that any affluence of for- 
tunej or any elevation of rank^ exempts 
you from the duties, of application and in-* 
duftry^ Induftry is the law of our bring; 
k is the demand of Nature, of Reafon, and 
of God- Remember always, that the years 
i^v^hich now pafs oter your heads, leave per- 
manent memorials behind them. From 
youf thoughtlefs minds they may efcapej 
but they rem^ia in the remembrance of 
God. They form an Important part of the 
tegifter of your life* They will hereafter 
bear teftimcaaflty, either for or againft you, at 
that day, when, for all your adiions, but 
J)artievil^rly for the employments of youth^ 
you mujOk give an ac^unt taQod. 

VoL.L Z Thus 
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s E R M. Thus I have fet before you feme of the 
chief qualifications which belong to that 
fober mindy that virtuous and religious cha- 
radter, which the Apoftle in my Text 
recommends to youth ; piety, modefty, 
truth, benevolence, temperance, and in- 
duftry. Whether your future courfe is 
' deftined to be long or fhort, after this man- 

* ner it fliould commence ; and, if it continue 

• to be thus conducted, its conclufion, at what 
-time foever it arrives, will not be inglo- 
rious or unhappy. For honourable age is 
not that which Jlandetb in length of time^ or 
that which is meafured by number of years. 
But wifdom is the grey hair to wan^ and an 
unfpotted life is old age. 

Lit me finifli the fubjedt, with recalling 
your attention to that dependence on the 
bleffing of Heaven, which, amidft all your 
endeavours after improvement, you ought 
continually to preferve. It is too common 
^ ^ith the young, even when they refolve to 
tread the path of virtue and honour, to fet 

out 
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out with prefumptuous coafidence in thenl- ^ er m. 
lelves. Trufting to their own abilities for / - -^ 
carrying them fuccefsfuUy through life, 
they are carelefs of applying to God, or of 
deriving any ^iffiftance from what they are 
apt to reckon the gloomy difcipUne of re- 
ligion. Alas ! how little do they know the 
dangers which await thfem? Neither hu- 
man wifdom, nor human virtue, unfup- 
ported by religion, are equal for the trying 
fituations which often occur in life. By 
the flxock of temptation, how frequently 
have thes moft virtuous intentions been 
overthrown ? Under the preffure of difaf- 
^er, how often has the greateft conftancy 
funk? Every good^ and every perfcSl gift ^ 
is from above. Wifdom and virtue, as well 
as riches and honour^ come from God. Defti- 
tute of his favour, you arc in no better 
fituation, with all your boafted abilities^ 
than orphans left to wander in a tracklefs 
defert, without any guide to condudi them, 
or any fhelter to cover thenl from the ga-* 
thering ftorm. Correct, then, this ill- 
founded arrogamce. Expcft not, that your 
2 2 happi-* 
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happineis can be independent of lum 
made youth. By £siith and repentance, ap- 
ply to the Redeemer of the world. By 
piety and priayer^ fedc the prdtedtion of th^ 
God of heiaven. I conclude with the fdiemn 
l¥ords^ in which a great Priflce delivered 
his dying charge to his (on j words which 
every young peribri ought to confidcr as 
addri^ed to himfelf, and fo engrave deeply 
on hid heart s ^tbou^ S^lomon^ my Jon^ know 
tbou tbi God of thy faibers ; and firve Inm 
with a petftSi heart ^ and with a willing 
mind. For the Lord fearcbetb all hearts^ and 
underftandetb all the imaginations (f the 
tbougbtS4 Ifthouyetk bim^ be will be found 
of tbee ; but if tbou foffake bitn^ be will 
cqfi tbee ^ for ever ^. 

I ChroA* xxviii. 9. 
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Prov* xvL 31^ 

The hoary head is a crown of glory^ if it 
be found in the way*of rigkteoufnef. 

TO fear God^ and to keep bis command-- 
mentSy is the rule of our duty, in 
pvery period of life* But^ as tliie light 
which guides our fteps, varies with the 
progrefs of the day, fp the rule of relif 
gious cond^a is diverlified in its applU 
cation, by the different ftages of pvir pre-r 
fent exiftence^ To every age^ there be» 
longs a diftinft propriety of behaviour. 
There arifes frAiji it, ferif s of duties pe- 
culiar to itfelf. 

Z3 Of 
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M. Of thofe which are incumbent on 
youth, I have treated in the preceding 
difcourfcr A3 we advance from youth to 
middle age, a new field of adion opens, 
and a different charafter is^required. The 
flow of gay and impetuous fpirits be- 
gins to fubfide. Life gradually aifumes a 
graver caft \ the mind a more fedate and 
thoughtful turn. The attention is now 
transferred from pleafure to intereft ; that 
is, to pleafure diffufed over a wider extent, 
^nd meafured by a larger fcale. Former- 
ly, the enjoyment of the prefent moment 
occupied the whole attention. Now, no 
adion terminates ultimately in itfelf, but 
refers to Ibme more diftant aim. Wealth 
and poiiver^ tjie inftrument^ of lafting 
gratification, are now coveted more than 
any fingle plejifure. Prudence and fore-r 
fight lay tl^eir plans. Induftry carries on 
its patient effort^. Adiyity pufhes for- 
ward J addrefs winds around. Here, an 
enemy is to te oyercome ; there, a rival 
to be difplaccd. Competitions warm ; and 
the ftrife of rfie world thickens op every 

fid,e. 
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fide. To guide men through this bufy pe- 
riod^ without lofs of integrity ; to guard 
them againft the temptations which arife 
from miftaken, or interfering interefts ; to 
call them from worldly purfuits, to ferious 
thoughts of their fpiritual concerns, is tlys 
great office of religion. 

But as this includes, in a great mea- 
fure, the whole compafs of moral duty, 
as the general ftrain of religious exhorta- 
tion is addrefTed to thofe who are in this 
feafon of life ; a delineation of the vir^ 
tues properly belonging to middle age, 
may appear unneceflary, and would lead 
us into too wide a field. Let us therefore 
turn our view to a bounded profpeft; 
and contemplate a period of life, the du- 
ties of which are circumfcribed within 
narrower limits. Old a.ge is a ftage of 
the human oourfe., which every one hopes 
to reach j and therefore the confideration 
of it interefts us ail. It is a period juftly 
entitled to general refped:. Even its fail- 
ings ought to be touthed "with a gentle 
ha^d; and though the petulant and the 
Z 4 vainjj 
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s ^^j^- vain, may defpife the hoary bead; yet tha 
wifeft of men has aflerted in the Text, that 
when found in the way of right eovfnefs^ it is 
a crown of glory. I (hall firft offer fome 
counfels, concerning the errors which are 
moll incident to the aged. Secondly, I 
fliall fuggeft the peculiar duties they ought 
to pradtife ; and^ thirdly, point out (he con^r 
folations they may enjoy. 

I. As the follies and vices of youth, 
are chiefly derived from inexperience and 
prefumption ; fo almpft all the error$ of 
age, may be traced up to the feeblenefe 
and diftrelTes peculiar to that time of life. 
Though, in every part of life, vexations 
occur, yet, in former years, either bufi- 
nef§, or pleafure, fervcd to obliterate their 
impreflion, by fupplying occupation to 
the mind. Old age begins its.. advances, 
with difqualifying men for relilhing the 
one, and for taking an adive part int the 
other. While it withdraws their accuf- 
tomed fupports, it irapofes, at the fame 
time, the additional burden of growing 

infirmities. 
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infirmities. In the former ftages of their 
journey, hope continued to flatter them -r^w 
with many a fair and enticing profpeft. 
Hut in proportion as old age increafes, thofe 
pleafing illiifiotls vanifli. Life is contracted 
within 9 narrow and barren circle. Year 
after year fteals fomewhat away from their 
jftore of comfort, deprives them of fome of 
their ancient friends, Wunts fome of their 
powers of feftfation, or incapacitates them 
for fome fun<aion of life* 

Though, in the plan of Providence, it 
IS wifely ordered, that before we ar$ 
ealled away from the world, otir attach*- 
mcnt to It fliould be gradually loofencd ; 
though it be fit in itfelf, that as in the 
day of human life, there is a morning and 
a ^noon, fo there fliould be an even-? 
Ing alfo, when the lengthening Ih^dow^ 
fhall admonifli us of approaching night j 
yet we have no reafon to be furprifed, 
If they who are arrived at this dejeding 
feafgn, feql and lament the change which 
they fuffcr^ The pomplaints, therefore^ 

Pf 
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^^u^* of the aged, ihould meet with tendemefs, 
%mm^m^ rather than tenfure. The burden under 
which they labour, ought to be viewed 
with fympathy, by thofe who muft bear it 
in their turn, and who, perhaps, hereafter, 
may complain of it as bitterly. At the fame 
time, the old fhould confider, that all the 
feafons of life h^ve their feveral trials allot- 
ted to them ; and that to bear the infirmides 
of age with |)ecoming patience, is as much 
their duty, as it is that of the young to refift 
the tiemptaitipijis of youthful pleafure. By 
calmly jenduring, for the (hort time that rer 
mains, what ProyideQce i$ pleafed to inflidl, 
t;hey both exprefs a refignation mpft accept- 
able to God, and recommend ^hemfelves to 
the efteem aiid afliftaince pf all who ar^ 
around tl^em. 

But though the querulous temper im-r 
puted to old ^ge, is to be coniidered as a 
natural infirmity, rather than as a vice ; 
the fame apology cannot be. made for, that 
peevifh difguft at the manners, and that 
p^alignant penfure of the . enjoyments, of 

the 
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the young, which is fometimes found to S E R 
accompany declining years. Nothing can « 
be more unjuft, than to take offence at 
others, on account of their partaking of 
pleafures, which it is paft your time to 
enjoy. By indulging this fretful temper^ 
you both aggravate the uneaJfinefs of age, 
and you alienate thofe on whofe aflfe£tioir 
much of your comfort depends. In order 
to make the two extremes of life unite in 
amicable fociety, it is greatly to be wilhed, 
that the young would look forward, and 
confider that they fliall one day be old ; and 
that the old would look back, and remem- 
bering that they once were young, make 
proper allowances for the temper and the 
manners of youth. 

But inftead of this, it is too common to 
find the aged at declared enmity with the 
whole fyftem of prefent cuftoms and man- 
ners ; perpetually complaining of the grow- 
ing depravity of the world, and of the afto- 
nifliing vices and follies of. the rifmg gene- 
ration. All things, according to them, are 
rufliing faft into ruin, Pecency and good 

order 
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$ £ R M« order have become extind, ever iiQce that 
XII • • • . 

happy difcipline, under which they fpent 

their youth, has pafied away. Part, at 

leafl, of this difpleafure, you may fairij 
impute to the infirmity of age, which 
throws its own gloom on every furround* 
ing objedt Similar lamentations were, in 
the days of your youth, poured forth by 
your fathers ; and they who are now young^ 
fhall, when it comes to their turn, invdgh, 
in the like ftrain, againft tbofe who foe* 
ceed tbem» Great has been the corruption 
of the world in every age. Sufficient 
ground there is for the complaints made by 
ferious obfervers, at all times, of aboimd-* 
ing iniquity and folly. But though parti- 
cular modes of vice prevail in one age, more 
than in others, it does not follow, that 
on that age all iniquity is accumulated. 
It is the. form, perhaps, more than the 
quantity of corruption, which makes the 
diftinQion. In the worft of times, God 
has afTured us, that there fhall be always 
(I feed ifiho Jball ferve btm *. Say not tbmi^ 

^ Pfal. xxik ao. 
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What IS the caufe that the former days were 
better than tbefe ? for thou dojl not enquire 
*wifely concerning this. Be not righteous 
over 'Much ; neither make thyfelf over wife ^4 
Former fbllies pafs away^ and ate forgot- 
ten. Thofe which are prefent^ ftrike ob- 
fervatioii, and fliarpen cenfure- Had the 
depravation of the world continued to in- 
crcafe itt proportion tb thofc gloomy calcu- 
lationS) whichj for fo many centuries paft, 
hav6 eftimated each race as worfe than the 
preceding; by this time, hot one ray of 
good fenfe, nor one fpark of piety and vir- 
tue, muft have remained unextinguiftied 
among mankind. 

One of the vices of old age, which ap- 
|)ears the moft unaccountable, is that covet- 
ous attachment to worldly intcreft, with 
which it is often charged. But this, toOy 
can naturally be deduced from the fenfe of 
its feeblenefs and decay. In proportion as 
the vigour both of body and mind declines, 
timidity may bie expefled to increafe. With 
anxious and fearful eye, the aged look for- 

* Ecplef, vii. 10. 16. 
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ward to the evils which threaten them, 
and to the changes which may befal. 
Hence, they are fometimes apt to over- 
value riches, as the inftrument of their 
defence againft thefe dangers, and as the 
mofl: certain means of fecuring them againft 
folitude and difrefped. But though their 
apprehenfions may juftify a cautious fru- 
gality, they can by no means excufe a 
fordid avarice. It is no lefs abfurd, 
than it is culpable, in the old, from the 
dread of uncertain futurity, to deny 
themfelves the enjoyment of theprefent; 
and to increafe in anxiety about their 
journey, in proportion as it draws nearer 
to its clofe. . There are more cffeSual 
methods of Commanding refpe^l: from the 
world, than the mere pofleffion of wealth. 
Let them be charitable, and do good. 
Let them mix beneficence to their friends, 
with a cheerful enjoyment of the com- 
forts which befit their ftate. They will 
then receive the returns of real refped 
and love. . Whereas, by their riches, 
they procure no more than pretended 

demon- 
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demonftrations of regard; while their ill- SERM. 
judged parfimony occafions many fecret 'L.,-^r-T^ 
wiflies for their death. 
* As increafing years debilitate the body^ 
fo they weaken the force, and diminifli 
the warmth of the affections. Chilled by 
' the hand of time, the heart lofes that ten- 
der fenfibility, with which it once entered 
. into the concerns and forrows of others. 
It is, in truth, a merciful appointment of 
Providence, that as they who fee many 
days, muft behold many a fad fcene, the 
impreffions of grief upon their heart fliould 
be blunted by being often repeated; and 
that, in proportion as their power of ad- 
vancing the profperity of others decreafes, 
their participation of the misfortunes of 
others fliould alfo leffen. However, as, in 
every period of life, humanity and frieadr- 
fliip contribute to happinefs, it is both the 
duty and the intereft of the aged, to 
cherifti the remains of the kind affec- 
tions; and, from the days of former 
years, to recal fuch impreffions as may 
4 tend 



Digitized by 



jjji Qn the Duties and 

SERM. tend to foften their hearts. Let thepi 

XIL 

w not, from having fuffered much in the 
courfe of their long pilgrimage, become 
callous to the fufferings of others* But, 
remembering that they ftill are men, let 
them ftudy to keep their heart open to 
the fenfe of human Woe. Pradifed in 
the ways of men, they are apt to be 
fufpicious of defign and fraud ; for the 
kaowledge, and the,diftruft of mankind, 
too often go together. Let not, how-* 
ever, thajt wary cautioi), which is the 
fruit of their experience, degenerate into 
craft. Experience ought alfo to ha.Te 
taught them, that amidft all the falfehood 
of men, integrity is the heft defcfnce ; and 
that he who continueth to the end to laolk 
uprightly^ fliall continue to walk Jurdy^ 
Having thus t)fFered fome admomtionsi 
concerning the enfors moft incident to »g«, 
I proceed, 

II. To point out the duties which pecu- 
liarly belong to it. 

The 
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l^e firft which I fliall mention is, a SERM. 

XII- 

timeiy retreat from the world* In every ' * 
jpart of life, we are in hazard of being too 
deeply inimerfed in its cares. But during 
Its vigorous periods^ the impulfe of aftive 
fpirit, the neceflary bufinefs of our ftation^ 
and the allowable endeavours to advance 
our fortune by fair induftry^ render it dif- 
ficult to obferve due moderation. In old 
age, all the motives of eager purfuit dimi-^ 
iiifli. The voice of Nature then calls you 
to leave to others the buftle and conteft of 
the world ; and gradually to difeilgage 
yourfelves from a burden, which begins to 
exceed your ftrength. Having borne your 
lhare of the heat and labour of the day, let 
the evening of life be pafled in the cool and 
quiet (hade. It is only in the fliadci^ that 
the virtues of old age can'flourifli. There, 
its duties are difcharged with more fuccefe ; 
and there, its comforts are enjoyed with 
greateft fatisfa£kion« 

By the retreat of old age, however, I 
do not mean a total ceflfation from every 

Vol. !• A a worldly^ 
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worldly employment. There is an errof 
in this, as well ad in the oppofite extreme^ 
Perfons who hare been long haraffed with- 
bufmefs and care, fometimes imagine,, that 
when life declines, they canfiiot make their 
retirement from the world too complete. 
But where they expefted a delicious enjoy- 
ment of kifure and eafe, they hav^ often' 
found a melancholy folitude. F^w are able^ 
in any period of their days,> t& Bear a total 
abftradion from the world. There remains 
a vacancy which they cannot fill tip. 
Incapable of being always eiflpteyed in 
the excrcifes of reli^on^ and often little 
qualified for the entertainments of the 
undefftanding, they are in hazard of be-" 
coming a burden' to themfelves, anli to all 
with whom they are connected* It is, 
therefore,, the duty of the aged, riiDt fo 
much to withdraw entirely from worHly 
bufinefs, as to eontmdt its cirde; not fo 
much to break off, as to loofen theii 
communication with adive life. Conti-* 
nuing that train of occupatioa Xo^ wfaick 

they 
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they have been moft accuftomed, let them 
purfue it with lefs iiltenfenefs ; relaxing 
their efFortSj as their powers decline j re- 
tiring more and more from public obfef-^ 
; vation^ to domeftic fcenes^ and ferious 
thoughts ; tillj ias the decays of life ad- 
Vance^ the world ftiall of itfelf withdraw to 
ia greater diftance from their view ; its ob- 
jeds fhall gradually yield their place to 
others of more importance ; and its tu- 
mults fhali fotiiid ill theif ears, only like a 
noife which is heard frOm afar. 

If it be the duty of the old^ to retreat 
betimes from the fatigue of Worldly care, 
it is ftiil more incumbent on them, to 
quit the purfuit of fuch pleafures as are 
Unfuitable to their years* Cheerfulnefs, 
in old age^ is graceful. It is the natural 
concomitant of virtue. But the cheerful- 
nefs of age is widely different from the 
levity of youth. Many things are allow- 
able in that early period, which, in ma- 
turer years, would deferve cenfure ; but 
Which, in old . age, become botli ridiculous 
A a a and 
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E R M. and ctimihal. By awkwardly affefting t9 
m^-Y^ imitate the manners, and to mingle in the 
' vanities of the young, a.^ the aged depart 
from the dignity, fo they forfeit the privi- 
leges of grey hairs. But if, by follies of 
this kind, they are degraded, they are ex- 
• pofed to much deeper blame, by defcend- 
ing to vicious pleafure, and continuing to 
hover round thofe finful gratifications to 
which they were once addided. Amufe- 
ment and relaxation the aged require, and 
may enjoy. But let them confider well, 
that by every intemperate indulgence, they 
accelerate decay ; inftead of enlivening, 
they opprefs, and precipitate their declin- 
ing ftate. Eafe, fafety, and relped, are ' 
the proper enjoyments of age. Within 
thefe bounds let it remain, and not vainly 
Jittempt to break through that barrier, by 
which nature has feparated the pleafures of 
youth, from the comforts left to the con- 
cluding years of life- 

A material part of the duty of the 
aged, Gonfifts, in ftudying to be ufeful 
7 to 
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to the race who are to fucceed them. S 
Here opens to them extend ve field, 
in which they may fo employ themfelves, 
as confiderably to advance the intereft of 
religion, and the happinefs of mankind. 
To them it belongs, to impart to the 
young the fruit of their long experience ; 
to inftrud them in the proper conduct, 
and to warn them of the various dangers, 
of life ; by wife counfel, to temper their 
precipitate ardour; and, both by precept 
and example, to form them to piety and 
virtue* 

It is not by rigorous difcipline, and 
unrelaxing aufterity, that they can main- 
tain an afcendaht over youthful minds. 
The conftraint which their prefence will 
impofe, and the averfion which their 
manners will create, if the one be con- 
ftantly awful, and the other fevere, tend 
10 fruftrate the effe£t qf all their wif<Jora. 
They muft afTume the fpirit of the com- 
panion, and the friend j and mix, with 
ithe authority of age, a proper degree of 
indulgence to the manners of the young. 

A a 3 Inftead 
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Inllead of leflening the refped due to 
their years by fuch condefcenfion, they 
take the fureft method to encreafe it. Old 
age never appears with greater dignity 
than, when tempered by mildnefs^ and 
enlivened with good humour, it ads as 
the guide and the patron of youth. Relir 
gion, difplayed in fuch a charader, ftrikcs 
the beholders, as at once amiable and 
venerable. They revere its power, when 
they fee it adding fo much grace to the 
decays of nature, and fhedding fo pleafmg 
a luftre over the evening of life. The 
young wi£h to tread in the fame fteps, 
and to arrive at the clofe of their days 
with equal honour. They lifteq with at- 
tention t6 , counfels, which are mingled 
with tendemefs, an4 rendered refpedkable 
by grey hairs. For, notwithftanding all 
its prefumption, youth naturally bends 
before fuperiour knowledge and years. 
Aged wifdom, when joined with acknow'* 
ledged virtue, exerts an authority ovet 
the human mind, greater even than that 
which arifes from power and ftatioij. It 

can 
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can check the moft forward, abaih the moft S E R M. 

XII 

profligate, and ftrike with awe the moft 
giddy aad unthinking. 

In the midft of their endeavours to be 
- ufeful to others, let not the aged forget 
thofe religious employments, which their 
own ftate particularly requires. Tlie firft 
of thefe, i$, refledion on theif paft beha- 
viour, with a view to difcover the errors 
which they have committed ; and as far 
as remaining life allows, to apply them- 
selves to repentance and amendment.— 
Long has the world bewildered you in its 
maze, and impofed upon you by its arts* 
The time is now come, when th^s great 
feducer fliould miflead you no more. 
From the calm ftation at which you are 
arrived^ fequefiered from the crowd of 
jhe deceiving and the deceived, review 
your condudt, with the eye of Chriftians 
and immortal beings. After all the tu* 
mult of life is over, what now remains to 
^a^ord you folid fatisfadion ? Have you 
ferved God with fiddity^ and difcharged 
.jp'our part to your fellow*creatures witli 
• A a 4 integrity 
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^xn^' ^^^^S^^^y ^ S^^^ confcience? Can 

Uii^yi^ you look forward without tcrrour ^ to 
that day which is to diffolve your con- 
nexion with this' world, and to bring 
you ipto the prefence of him who made 
you, in order to give account of your 
aiiions? — ^The retroipeft of life is feldom 
wholly unattended by uneafmefs and 
ihame. Though, to the good and the 
bad, it prefents a very different fcene; 
yet, to all men, it recalls much guilt 
incurred, and much time mif-fpent. It 
too much refembles the review, which a 
traveller takes from fome eminence, of a 
barren country, through which he has 
paffed, where the heath and the defaft 
form the chief profpedt ; diverfified only 
by a few fcattered fpots of iniperfe<St cnU 
tivation. .. . 

Turn then your thoughts to the proper 
methods of making your peace with God 
through Jefus Chrift j and implore, from 
Divine grace, that new hearty and rigltf 
Jpirity which wiir fit you for a better 
world. Let devotion fill up inany of 

•tbofe 
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thofe hours, which are now vacant from S 
worldly bufinefs and care. Let your af- \^^^ 
' fedtions dwell among divine and immor- 
, tal obje£ts. In filent and thoughtful me- 
r ditation, walk as on the fliore of that vaft 
•'ocean, upon which you are foon to em- 
bark. Summon up all the confidera- 
tions, which fhould reconcile you to your 
departure from life ; and which may 
prepare you for going through its laft 
fcene, with firmnefs and decency. Often 
let your thankfgivings afcend to God, 
for that watchful care with which he 
hath hitherto conducted you, through 
the long journey of life. Often let your 
prayers be heard, that in what rpmains 
of your pilgrimage, he may not fbrfake 
you; and, that when you enter into the 
valley of the Jhadow of deaths he may there 
fupport you with his faff^ and defend you 
with his rod. — Amidft fuch thoughts and 
cares, let old age find you employed ; be- 
ta|fing yourfelves to a prudent and timely 
retreat ; difengaged, both from the op- 
preflive load of bufinefs, and from the 
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*Xii?'* uaftafonablc purfuit of j^eafwe; appiy^ 
^^^^ ing yourfelves to form the fucceeding 
race, by your counfels to virtue and wifr 
dom; reviicwing ferioufly your paft |ife; 
by repentance and devotion^ preparing 
yourfelves for a better; and, with hum- 
ble and manly compofure, expeding . that 
hour, which Nature cannot now long der 
lay. It remains, 

IIL To fuggeft the confolations which 
l>elong to old age, when thus found in tbc 
way of rigbUoufnefs, 

I muft introduce them with obferving, 
That nothing is more reafonable in itfelf| 
than to fubmit patiently to thofe infirnuT 
ties of Nature, which are brought on by 
the increafe of years. You knew before- 
hand what you had to expedl, when yoi| 
numbered the fucceflive Summers and 
AVinters which were paffing over your 
heads. Old age did not attack you by 
furprife, nor was it forced upon you 
againft your choice. Often, and earneftly, 
did you wifti to fee long life and many 
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daysi When arrived at the defired period, ^ 
have you any juft c^uiie to complain, on 
account of enduring what the conftitution 
of our being impofes on all? Did you ex- 
peft, that, for your fake. Providence was 
to alter its eftabliflied order ? Throughout 
the whole vegetable, fenfible, and rational 
world, whatever makes progrefs towards 
maturity, as foon as it has pafled that 
point, begins to verge towards decay. It 
is as natural for old age to be frail, as for 
the ftalk to bend under the ripened ear, 
or for the autumnal leaf to change its 
hue. To this law, all who went before 
you, have fubmittedj and all who fliall 
come after you, muft yield. After they 
have flouriflied for a feafon, they fliall 
fade, like you, when the period of decline 
arrives, and bow under the preflure of 
years. 

During the whole progrefs of the hu- 
man courfe, the principal materials of 
our comfort, or uneafinefs, lie within our- 
felves. Every age will prove burdenfome, 
to thofe who have no fund of happinefs 
8 in 
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in their own breaft, Preferve them if you 
could, from all infirmity of frame ; beftow 
upon them, if it were poffible, perpetual 
youth; ftill they would be reftlefs and 
miferable, through the influence of ill-i- 
govcraed pafllions* It is not furprifing, that 
fuch perfons are peevifti, and querulous, 
when old., Unjuflly they impute to their 
time of life, that mifery with which their 
vices and follies embitter every age* 
Whereas, to good men, no period of life 
is unfupportable, becaufe they draw their 
chief happinefs from fources which are in- 
dependent of age or time. Wifdpm, piety, 
and virtue, grow pot old with our bodiesj» 
They fufFer no decay from length of days. 
To them only belongs unalterable and un** 
fedtng youth, "Thofe that be planted in the 
boufe of the Lord^ Jhall Jlouri/b in tb^ 
courts of our God, They Jhall Jlill bring 
forth fruit in old age ; they Jhall be fat and 
fourifjing'^. 

You can now, it is true, no longer re- 
Jifh many of thofe pleafures which once 

* Pfalm xcii. 13, 14. 

amufed 
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amufed yqu. Your fenfations are lefs ^^^j^' 
quick than formerly j ► your days more ^ mj 
languifl'iing* But if you have quitted the 
region of pleafure, in return, you pofT^ife 
that of tranquillity and repofe- If you are 
ftraLngers to the vivacity of enjoyment, 
you are free^ at the fame time, from the 
pain of violent and often difappointed 
defire. Much fatigue, much vexation^ asf 
well as vanity, attend that turbulence - of 
life, in which the younger part of man- 
kind are engaged. Amidftthofe keenpur- 
fuits, and feeming pleafures, for which 
you envy them, often they feel their own 
mifery, and look forward with a wifhful 
eye to the feafon of calmnefs and retreat. 
For, on all fides of human life, the ba- 
lance of happinefs is adjufted with more 
equality than at firft appears; and if 0I4 
age throws fome new diftrefTes into the 
fcale, it lightens alfo the weight of others. 
Many pafEons, which formerly difturb- 
cd your tranquillity, have now fubfided. 
Many competitions, which long filled 
your days with difquict and ftrife, are now 

At 
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SERM; at an end. Many affliaions, which oiictf 
rent your hearts with violent anguifli, are 
no.w foftened into a tender emotiott, oa 
the remembrance of paft woei. In the be- 
ginnings of life, there was room for much 
apprehenfion concerning what might be- 
fal in its progrefs. Your fecurity was 
never untroubled, YoUr hopes were inter- 
rupted by many anxieties and fears; Hav- 
ing finiflied the career of labour and danger^ 
your anxiety oiight of courfe to leffen. 
Ready to enter into the harbour, you can 
ibok back, as from a fecure (lation, upon 
the perils you have efeapedj iipon the tem- 
ped by which you was tofled, and upon 
the multitudes who are ftill engaged in 
conflidling with the ftorm. 

If you have aded your pirt w^ith in- 
tegrity and honour, you are juftly entitled 
to refpe£t, and you will generally receive 
it. For rarely, or never, is old age con- • 
temned, unlefs when, by vied cm- folly,' 
it renders itfelf contemptible. Though 
length of time may have worn off fuper- 
jBcial ornaments, yet what old age lofes> 

in 
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I in grace,' it often gains irt dignity.' The 
•veneration^ as was before cbfervcd, which 
grey hairs command, puts it ill the power ' 
of the aged, to maintain a very important 
place in human fociety. They are fo far 
from being infignificant in the world, that 
families long held together by their alitho- 
rity^ and focieties accu'ftomed to be guided 
fey their cmmfelsy have frequently had caufe 
fo regret their lofs^ more than that of the 
moft vigbrous and youngs To fuccefe of 
every kind, thef head which diredls, is na 
lefs cflentiaf than the hand which executes* 
Vain, nay^ often dangerous, were youthful 
enterprife, if not conducted by aged pru- 
dence* / faid^ Days Jhould fpeak^ and 
tnultitude 6f years Jhould teach tvlfdom *d 
Therefore^ thou Jbalt rife up before the hoary 
beady and honour the face of the old man^ 
and fear thy God f . 

Though, iu old age, the circle of your 
picafures is more contradied than it has 
formerly been; yet, withitr its Kmits,' 
many of thofe enjoyments remain, which 

♦ Job^ xxHi* 7. f Lev. xix. jz* 
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^ xn** vc^o^ grateful to human naturA 

la—,- J* Temperate mirth^ is not extinguifhed hf 
advanced years. The mild pleafures of* 
domeftic life, ftill cheer the heart. The 
entertainments of converfation^ and focial 
intercourfe, continue unimpaired. The 
defire of knowledge, is not abated by the 
frailty of the body ; and the leifure of old 
age, affords many opportunities for grati-* 
fying that defife. The fphere of your 
obfervation and refle£kion, is fo much en- 
larged by long acquaintance with the world, 
as to fupply, within itfelf, a wide range of 
improving thought. To recal the various 
revolutions which have occurred fince you 
began to adt your part in life; to compare 
the characters of paft and prefent times ; to 
trace the hand of Providence, in all the 
incidents of your own lot ; to contemplate, 
with thoughful eye, the fucceffive new ap- 
pearances which the world has affumed 
around you, in government, education, 
opinions, cuftoms, and modes of living; 
thefe are employments, no lefs entertaining, 
than inftruCtive to the mind. 

While 
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While you are engaged in fuch em- S 
f^loyments, you are, perhaps, furrounded 
with your fanailies, who treat yoii with 
attention and refpeft; you are honoured 
by your friends j yout charadler is efta-^ 
bliflied ; you are placed beyond the reach 
of clamour, and the Jlrife of tongues ; and, 
free from diftrading cares, you can at-» 
tend calmly to your eternal intcrefts. Fof 
fuch comforts as thefe, have you not 
caufe moft thankfully* to acknowledge 
the goodhefs of Heaven? Do they not 
afford you ground to pafs the remaittder 
of your days in refignation and peace; 
diipofing yourfelves to rife in due time, 
like fatisfied guefts, from the banquet 
that has been fet before you ; and to. 
praife and blcls, when you depart, the 
great Matter of the feaft? STo a man that 
is good in his Jight^ whether he be young 
or old, God giveth wifdom^ and inowledge^ 
and joy. For every feafon of life, the be- 
^stignity of his providence hath prepared 
its own fatisfa£tions, while his wifdom 
hath appointed its peculiar trials. No 
Vol. I. B b age 



Digitized by 



On the Duties and 



age is doomed to total infelicity ; provided 
that we attempt not to do violence to Na- 
ture, by feeking to extort from one age, 
the pleafures of another ; and to gather, in 
the winter of life, thofe flowers which were 
deftined to bloflTom, only in its Summer, 
or its Spring, 

But perhaps it will be faid. That I 
have confidered old age, only in its firft 
ftages, and in its moft favourable point 
of light ; before the faculties arc as yet 
much impaired, and when di&afe or af"- 
fiidion has laid no additional load on 
the burden of years. Let us then view 
it with all its aggravations of diftrefs. 
Let us fuppofe it arrived at its utmoft 
verge, worn out with infirmiti^ and 
bowed down by ficknefs and %rrow. 
Still there remains this confolation, that 
it is not long ere the weary Jball be at 
rejl. Having pafled through fo many of 
the toils of life, you may now, furely, 
when your pilgrimage touches on it$ 
clofe, bear, without extreme impatience, 
4 the 
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From the ineftimable promifes of the ^ 
Gofpel, and from the gracious prefence 
of God^ the alflidions of old age cannpt 
feclude you. Though your heart Jhould 
begin to faint^ and ymr jlejl) to fail^ there 
is One, who can be the Jirengtb of your 
hearty and your portion for ever. Even to 
your old age^ faith the Lord^ I am He ; and 
even to hoary hairs will I carry you. I 
have madey and I will bear; even I will 
carry y and will deliver you^. Leave thy 
fatherlefs children; I will preferve them 
alive ; and let thy widows trujl in me 

There is undoubtedly a period^ when 
there ought to be a faticty of life, as 
there is of all other things; and when 
death Ihould be viewed, as your merci- 
ful difmiffion from a long warfare* To 
come to the grave in a full age^ like as a . 
Jbock of corn cometh in^ in its feafon\^ is 
the natural termination of the human • 
courfe. Amidft multiplying infirmities, 
to prolong life beyond its ufual bounds^ 

♦ Ifa. j^lyi. 4* f Jet. xlix* 1 14 $ Jobi v# 26, 
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and to draw out your exiftence here to 
the laft and fouleft di^egs, ought not to 
be the wifh of any wife man. Is it de- 
firable, to continue lingering on the bor- 
ders of the grave, ^ter every tie which 
connedls you with life is broken ; and to 
be left a folitary individual, in the midft 
of a new generation, whofe faces you 
hardly know? The fliades of your de- 
parted friends rife up before you, and 
warn you, that it is time to depart. 
Nature and Pro^ddence fummon you, to 
be gathered tb \:^ur fathers. Reafon ad*- 
monifhcs you, that as your predeceflbrs 
made way for you, it is juft that you 
fhould yield your place to thofe, who 
have arifen to fucceed you on this bufy 
ftage; who, for a while, lhall fill it 
with their a(9:ion9 and their fufFerin^s, 
their virtues and their crimes ; and then 
fliall, in their turn, withdraw, and be 
joined to the forgotten multitudes of for- 
mer ages. 

Could death, indeed, be confidered In no 
other view than as the clofe of life, it 

would 
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would afford only a melaachdly retreat. 
The total extitKfkipn of being, is a thought, 
which human nature, in its mdft diftreffed 
circumftances, cannot bear without dejec- 
tion* But, bleffed be God! far other 
profpc^ls revive the fpirits of the aged, who 
liave fpent their life in»piety and vittiic. To 
them, death is not the extindion, but t6e 
renovation of the living principle; its re* 
moval from the earthly houfe of this taber^* 
nacle^ to the houfe not made with hands^ eter^ 
nal in the heavens. Having fought the good 
fght; having fnijhed their courfe^ and kept 
the faith ; there is laid up for them the crown 
of righteoufnefs* The Saviour of the world 
hath not only brought immortality to lights 
but placed it within the reach of their hope 
and truft. By making atonement for their 
guilt, he hath prepared their way within 
the veil; and fecured to them, the poffeA 
fion of an inheritance^ incorruptible and un^ 
defiled^ referved in the heavens. Such 
are the hopes and profpedts, which cheer 
the forrows of old age, and furmount the 
fear of death. Faith and piety are the only 
B b 3 adequate 
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s £ R M. adequate fupports of human nature, in all 
- its great emergencies. After they have 
guided us through the various trials of life, 
they uphold us, at laft, amidft the ruins of 
this falling frame; and when the Jilver cord 
is juft ready to be loofed^ and the golden howl 
to he broken ; when the pitcher is broken at 
the fountain^ and the wheel broken at the 
cyiern; they enable us to fay, Death I 
ns^here is thy Jling ? O Grflve! where is thy 
V^^ory f 
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SERMON XIIL 
©n the Power of Conscience. 



Genesis, xlii. 21, 22. 

And they feud one to another^ We are verilf 
guilty concerning our brother^ in that we 
faw the angui/h of bis foul^ when be 
befought us ; and we would not hear : 
therefore is this dijlrefs come^ upon us. 
And Reuben anfwered them^ f^yi^g^ 
Spake I not unto you^ faying^ Do not Jin 
againji the child y and ye would not 
hear f Therefore^ behold alfo bis blood is 
required^ 

'^'T^HIS book of Gcnefis difplays a more s er 

jL lingular and interefting fcene, than ^^^^'^ 
was ever prefented to the world, by any 
pther hillorical record. It carries us back | 
B b 4 te^ 
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5ER^M. to the beginning of time; and exhibits 
L , mankind in the;r infant and rifmg ftate« 
It ftiows us human manners in their pri-^ 
mitive fimplicity, hrfdre the irts of refine- 
ment had polifhed the behaviour, or dif- 
gnifed the charaders of men ; when they 
gave vent to their paffions without diffimu* 
lation, and fpoke thetr fentiments without 
referve. Few great focieties were, as yet, 
formed on the earth. Men lived in feat- 
tered tribes. The tranlaftioiis of families 
made the chief materials of hiftoiy ; and 
they are related in this hook, with that 
beautiful fimplicity, which, in the higheft 
degree, both delights the imagination, and 
affects the hedrt. 

Of all the patriarchal hiftories, that of 
Jofeph and his brethren is the moft re- 
markable, for the chajraders of the a^ors, 
the inftriidive nature of the events, and 
the furprifing revolutions of worldly for-r 
tune. As far as relates to the Text, and 
is neceffary for explaining it, the ftory is 

to the following purpofe ^jofeph, the 

ypungeftji except one, of the fons of 

Jacob, 
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Jacob, was diftinguifted by hh father S EHM. 
with fuch marks of peculiar affeftion, as y ^ * ^ 
excited the €fivy of his brethren. Having 
related to them, in the opennefs of \m 
heart, certain dreams which portended 
his future advancement above them, their 
jealoufy rofe to fuch a height, that they 
unnaturally confph'ed his deftrudion. - 
Seizing the opportunity, ef his* being at 
a diftance from home, they firft threw 
him into a pit, and afterwards fold him 
for a flave ; impofmg on their father, by a 
falfe rehition of his death. When they had 
thus gratified their refentment, they loft all 
remembrance of their crime. The family 
of Jacob was xich and powerful ; and 
feveral years paffed away, during which 
they lived ra profperityj without being 
touched, as far as appears, with the ieaft 
remorfe for the cruel deed which they had 
committed. 

Meanwhile, Jofeph was fafely con- 
duced by the hand of Providence,, 
through a variety of dangers, until, 
from the loweft condition, he rpfe at 
f . laft 
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^xm*^' laft to be chief favourite of the King of 
c ^gyP^ md^ powerful monarch at 

l^that time in the world* While he pof- 
fefled this high dignity, a general famine 
diftreffed all the neighbouring countries. 
In Egypt alone, by means of his fore- 
fight, and prudent adminiftration, plenty 
ftill reigned.. Compelled to have recourfe 
to that Kngdoih for fupply of food, the 
brethren of jofeph, upon this occafion, 
appeared in his prefence, and made their 
humble application to him, for liberty to 
purchafe corn ; little fufpedting the Go- 
vernour of the land, before whom they 
hawed down their faces to the earthy to be 
him, whom, long ago, they had fold as 
a flave to the Ifhmaelites, But Jofeph no 
fooner faw, than he knew his brethren; 
and, at this unexpeAed meeting, his 
heart melted within him. Fraternal ten- 
dernefs arofe, in all its warmth; and 
totally effaced from his generous breaft, 
the impreflion of their antient cruelty. 
Though, from that moment, he began to 
prepare for them a furprize of joy; yet 
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he fo far conftrained himfelf, as to aflume ^ 
an appearance of great feverity. By this * — v— ^ 
he intended, both to oblige them to bring 
into Egypt his youngeft and moft beloved 
brother, whofe prefence he inftantly re- 
quired; and alfo, to awaken within them, 
a due fenfe of the crime which they had 
formerly perpetrated. Accordingly, his 
behaviour produced the defigiWd . effed:# 
For, while they were in this fituation, 
ftrangers in a foreign land, where they 
had fallen, as they conceived, into ex- 
treme diftrefs ; where they were thrown 
into prifon by the Governour, and treated 
with rigour, for which they could, affign 
no caufe ; the reflexion mentioned in 
the Text arofe in their minds, Con- 
fcience brought to remembrance their 
former fins. It recalled, in particular, 
their long forgotten cruelty to Jofeph; 
and, without hefitation, they interpreted 
their prefent diftrefs to be a judgment, 
for this crime, inflidted by Heaven. They 
/aid one to another^ We are verily guilty 
concerning our brother^ in that we faw tb£ 

anguijh 
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angui/b of bis^'joul when be be/ought us^ 
and we would net bear : Therefore is this 
diftrefs come upon ns.* — Behold alfo his blood 
is required. 

From this inftruftivc pafTage of hif^ 
tory, the foUowirig. obfervations naturally 
arife. L That a fenfe of right and wrong 
in conduQ:, or of moral good and evil, 
belongs 1?b huoian nature. IF, That it 
produces an apprehenfion of merited pu- 
niflinient, whisn we have committed evil. 

III. That " although this inward fentiment 
be ftiflcd during the feafon of prolperity, 
yet, in adverfity, it will revive. And, 

IV. X^at when it revives, it determines 
us to confider every diftrefs which we fuf- 
fer, from what caufe foever it has arifen, 
as an actual inflidiion of punilhment by 
Heaven. The confideration of thefe par-^ 
ticulars, will lead i|S to a very ferious view 
of the nature of man, and of the govern-^ 
ment of God, 

1. There belongs to human nature, a 
fenfe of moral good and evil, or a fa- 
culty 
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culty which- diftinguifiies right from SERM. 
wrong, in a^Sion and conAud:. They /aid ^^^^ 

one to another y We are verily guilty.- In, 

an age, when the law was not yet given, 
when no external revelation of the Divine 
will fubfifted, except what had been 
handed down among the Patriarchs, from 
one generation to another ; the brethren 
of Jofeph rcafoned concerning their cori- 
du(S, upon the fame moral principles, 
and were affected by the fame feelings, 
of which we are confcious at this day* 
Such fentiments are coeval with human 
nature; for thev are the remains of a 
law, which was originally written irt our 
heart. In the darkeft regions of the 
earth, and among the rudeft tribes of 
men, a diftindion has eveV been made, 
between juft and unjuft, between a duty 
and a crime. Throughout all the inter- 
courfe of human beings, thefe diftindions 
are fuppofed. They are the foundation 
of the mutual truft, which the tranfac- 
tions of life require ; nay, the very enter- 
tainments of focicty Gonftantly appeal to 
7 them. 
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S E R M. them. The Hiftorian, who ftudies to 

XIII 

y_ y^f- magnify his hero, by reprefenting him as 
juft and generous ; the Poet, who feeks to 
intereft the world in his fidlions, by en- 
gaging the heart in behalf of diflrefled vir- 
tue ; are fufiicient to confute the Sceptic, 
who denies any natural perception of a di- 
ilindion in adtions. 

But though a fcnfe of moral good and 
evil be deeply impreffed on the heart of 
man, yet it is not of fufficient power to 
regulate his life. In his prefent corrupted 
ftate, it is both too general to afford him 
full direction in conduct, and too feeble to 
withftand the oppofition of contrary prin- 
ciples in his nature. It is often perverted, 
by ignorance and fuperftition ; it is too 
eafily overcome, by pafEon and defire. 
Hence, the importance of that Divine re- 
velation, which communicates both light 
and ftrengthj which, by the inflxuftive 
difcoveries it makes, and by the powerful 
afliftance it fupplies, raifes man to a ftation, 
infinitely fuperiour to that which he pof- 
feffes under the mere light of Nature. 

It 
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It is of confequence, however, to re- SE 
mark. That this revelation neceffarily 
fiippofes an antecedent fenfe of right and 
wrong to take place in the human mind. 
It addrelTes itfelf to men, as pofTelTed of 
fuch a faculty ; and, when it commands 
them, in general terifns, to purfue wbat^ 
foever things are true^ wbatfoever things 
are honejl^ whatfoever things are jujl^ pure^ 
lovely^ or of good report^ if there be any vir^ 
tue^ and if there be any praife^ it plainly 
appeals to the native dictates of their 
heart. Nay, unlefs men were endowed 
by Nature, with fome fenfe of duty, or of 
moral obligation, they could reap no 
benefit from revelation ; they would re- 
main incapable of all religion whatever*^ 
For, in vain were a fyftem of duty pre- 
fcribed to them by the word of God ; 
allegiance were in vain required towards 
their Creator, or love and gratitude en- 
joined towards their Redeemer j if, pre- 
vioufly, there was no principle in their 
nature, which made them feel the obli- 
gations of duty, of allegiance, and of 

gratitude. 
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SEKU. gratitude. Tfecy could have no ideas c6r- 
i„,yl^ refpondlng to fuch terms; nor any con- 
vkHon, that, independently of fear or 
intereft, they were bound to regard^ either 
kim who made, or him ^ho redeemed 
them. — ^This, therefore^ is to be held aa a 
principle fundamental to all religioi^, That 
there is in human nature, an approviivg or 
condemning fenfe of condu^ ; by means of 
•which, tAey who have not tkc law, are a 
law unto tbcmftlves*. They who, ftom 
a miftakeh zeal £or the honour of Divine 
revelation, either deny the exiftence, or 
vilify the authority of natural religioo, 
are not aware, that, by difallowing the 
fenfe of obligation, they undermine the 
foundation, on which revelation builds its 
J^wer of commanding the heart* 

The Text leads us to obferve, That one 
of the cafes in which the natural fenfe of 
good and evil operates moft forcibly, is 
when men have been guilty of injuftice 
or inhumanity. We /aw the anguijb of 
our brother s foul when he be/ought us\ and 

• Rom. ii. 14. 

m 



Digitized by 



X)f. Confcknct. 

ns>e woutd not hear. '. An inward piririciple S 
prompts us to do good to others ; but with 
much greater authority^ it checks and con- 
demns us, when we hkve done them in*- 
juries. This part of the human confti- 
tution deferves to be remarked as a fignal 
proof of the wifdora of its Author, and of 
the gracious provifion which he has made 
for the welfare of mankind* We are all 
committed, in fome meafurfe, to the care 
and affiftance of otie another. But our 
mutual influence reaches much farther 
with refpe£t to the evils^ than with re- 
fpeft to the enjoyments, of thofe around 
us. To advance their profperity, is often 
beyond our ability ; but to inflict inju- 
ries, is almofl: always within our power : 
And, at the fame time, felf-intereft very 
frequently tempts us to commit them. 
With the utmoft propriety, therefore, we 
are fo framed, that the influence of the 
moral principle fhould be moft authori- 
tative, in cafes where its aid is mofl: 
needed; that to promote the happinefs 
of others, fliould appeax to us as praife- 
VoL. I. ' C c worthy, 
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^XUl*** indeed, and generous; but that^ 

i-^yw to abilain from injuring them, Ihould be 
felt as matter of the ftridleft duty. 
Amidft the di{bre& which the patriarchs 
fufiered in Egypt, had only this fugg^ftion 
occurred, " We law our brother begin-* 
•* ning to profper, and we contributed 
not to his advancement,** their minds 
would have been more eafily quieted. 
But, when their refle£bion was. We Jav 
bis anguijh when be be/ought us^ and 
would not beary then compundlion turned 
upon them its fharpeft edge. I proceed to 
obferve, 

11. That our natural fenfe of right 
and wrong, produces an jipprehenfion of 
merited punifhment when we have com- 
mitted a crime. When it is employed in 
furveying the behaviour of others, it dif* 
tinguiflies fome adions, as laudabl? and 
excellent ; and difapproves of others, as 
^vil and bafe. But when it is directed 
upon our own condud:, it aflumes a 
liigher office, and exercifes the authority 
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lOf a judge. It is then properly termed ^^^j^* 
Confcience ; and the fentiments which it 
awaken^y upon the perpetration of a crime, 
9XQ ftyled, Remorfe. Therefore^ faid the 
jbrethrea of Jofeph, is fbif diflrefs come upon 
fis ; behold alfo bU blood is required. They 
^icknowledged, not only that they had com- 
mitted a wrong, but a wrong foj? y^ljich they 
^ere juftly doomed to fuflen 

Did not cpnfcience fuggeft this natural 
relation between guilt and puniihment^ 
the mere principle of approbation, or dif-n 
approbation^ with refpc£t to moral con- 
dudt^ would prove of fiiiall efficacy. For 
difapprob^itipn attends, ^n fome degree, 
.every convidiion of impropriety or folly» 
WheijL one ha« adled unfi^itably to his in- 
terjeft, or has trefpaffed againft the rules of 
prudence or decoruni, he refleCts upon hi^ 
conduct with, pain, ^nd acknowledge? that 
he deferves blame. But the difFercnce ber 
itween the fenfe of mifconduil, and the 
fenfe of guilt, confifts in this, that the 
latter penetrates much deeper into the 
G c 2 tearff 
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heart. It makes the criminal feel, that he 
is not only blameable, but juftly punifli- 
able, for the part which he has afted. 
With reference to this office of confcience, 
the infpired writers frequently fpeak of it, 
in terms borrowed from the awful folemni- 
ties of judicial procedure j as, bearing wit^ 
nefs for or again/1 us ; accujing or exculing^ 
judging and condemning. It will be found, 
that in the language of moft nations, terms 
of the fame import are applied to the ope- 
rations of confcience ; expreffing the fenfe, 
which all mankind have, of its pafling fen- 
tence upon them, and pronouncing rewards 
or puiliihments to be due to their adtions* 

The fenfe of punifhment merited, you 
are further to obferve, can never be fepa- 
rated from the dread, that, at fome time or 
other, punifhment fhall be a£tually inflided* 
This dread is not confined to the ven- 
geance of man. For let the fmner's evil 
deeds be ever fo thoroughly concealed 
from the knowledge of the world, his 
inward alarms are not quieted by that 

confideration. 
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confidcration. Now, punifliment is the ^^^^j^' 
fandion of a law. Every law fuppofes a ^ — 
rightful fuperiour: And therefore, when 
confcience threatens puniftiment to fecret 
crimes, it manifeftly recognizes a fu- 
preme Governour, from whom nothing is 
hidden. The belief of our being account- 
able to him, is what the moft hardened 
wickednefs has liever been able to eradi- 
cate. It is a belief which arifes, not 
merely from reafoning, but from internal 
fentiment. Confcience is felt to aft as the 
delegate of an invifible Ruler ; both anti- 
cipating his fentence, and foreboding its' 
execution. 

Hence arife the terrours, which fo of- 
ten haunt guilt, and rife in proportion to 
its atrocity. In . the hiftory of all na- 
tions, the tyrant and the oppreffbr, the 
bloody and the flagitious, have been ever 
pointed out, as fearful, unquiet, and reft- 
lefs ; fubjeft to alarms and apprehenfions 
of an unaccountable kind. And furely, 
to live under fuch difquietude, from the 
dread of merited punifliment, is already 

C C 3 tQ 
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s vm*** *® undergo one of the raoft fevere punidxf 
hm ^ 'mma ments which human nature can fuffer.- 
When the world threatens us with any 
of its evils, we know the extent^ and difj 
eern the limits of the danger* We fee the 
quarter^ on which we are expofed to its 
attack. We meafure our own ftrength 
with that of dur adverfary ; and can take 
precautions^ either for making refiftance^ 
or for contriving efcape; But when an 
awakened confcienee places before the fin- 
ner the juft vengeance of the Ahnighty^ 
the profpe£t is confounding^ becaufe the 
danger is boundlefs* It is a dark unknown 
which threatens him* The arm that is 
ftretched over him^ he fean neither fee nor 
refifti On eVery fide he drfcads it ; and 
on every object which furrounds him, h^ 
looks with terrourj becaufe he. is con- 
fcious that every ohje£t can be Employed 
againft Jiim as an inftrument of wrath; 
No wonder that the lonfefom^ folitude, or 
' the midnight hour, fhould ftrike him 
with hbrroun His troubled mind beholds 
formsj which other men fee not j aiid 

hears 
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hears voices, which found oiily in the ear S E R M. 

XIII. 

of guilu A hand appears to come forth, ^..-v-Lr 
and to write upon the wall over againft 
him, as it did of old, in the fight of an 
impious monarch. He JbaU Jind no eafe^ 
nor rejl. For the Lord Jhall give him a 
trembling hearty and failing of eyes^ and for^ 
row of mind: And his life Jhall hang in doubt 
before him ; and he Jhall fear day and nighty 
and have none ajfurance of his life. In the 
morning he Jhall fay^ Would to God it were 
even ; and at even he Jhall fay^ Would to God 
it were mornings for the fear of his heart 
wherewith he Jhall fear^ and for the fght 
which his eyes* Jhall fee. His life Jhall be 
grievous unto i^/w*.—- Adverfity ! how blunt 
are all the arrows of thy quiver, in com- 
parifon with thofe of guilt !-^But if fuch 
be the power of confcience, whence, it may 
be aflred, comes it to pafs, that its influence 
is not more general, either in rcftraining 
men from the commiilion of fin, or in lead- 
ing them to a timely repeptance ? This 
ferings me to obferve, 

* Peut. xxvlii. 65, 66> Ifa, xv. 4. I 

C c 4 III. That, 
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III. That, during a courfc of profpe- 
rity, the operations of conference are of- 
ten fufpended ; and that adverfity is the 
feafon which reftores them to their proper 
force. At the time when crimes are com- 
mitted, the mind is too much heated 
by paffion, and engrolTed by the objedl of 
its purfuit, to be capable of proper reflec- 
tion. After this tumult of fpirits has fub- 
fided, if a train of new paffions be at 
hand to employ its aO:ivity, or a fuccet 
lion of pleafurable objects occur to en- 
gage its attention, it may for a while re-* 
main, though not entirely free from in- 
ward Hfiifgivings, yet unconfcious of the 
degree qf its guilt. Diffipated among the 
amufements of life, the fmner efcapes, in 
fome meafure, from his own view. If he 
refledts upon himfelf at all, the continue 
ance of profperity feems to him a ftrong 
juftilication of his conduft. For it will 
be found, that in the hearts all men, 
there is a natural propenfity to judge of 
the favour of the Supreme Being, from 
the cpurfe of external events. When they 

are 
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are borne with a fmooth gale along the ^^^j^* 
ftream of life, and behold every thing 
proceeding according to their wifli, hard- 
ly can they be brought to believe, that 
Providence is their enemy. Balking in 
the fun-ftiine of profperity, they fuppbfe 
themfelves to enjoy the fmile of indulgent 
Heaven; and fondly conclude, that they 
are on terms of friendfhip, with all above, 
and with all below. Eafy they find it, 
then, to fpread over the groffeft crimes, 
a covering, thin, indeed, and flight, yet 
fufficient to conceal theni from a fuperficial 
view. 

Of this we have a very remarkable in- 
ftance, in thofe brethren of Jofeph, whofe 
hiftory we now confider. Not only from 
the filence of the inlpired writer, we have 
ground to believe that their remorfe was 
ftifled, while their profperity remained ; 
but we are able to trace fome of the pre- 
tences, by which, during that period, they 
quieted their minds. For when they 
were contriving the deftrudion of Jofeph, 
we find Judah faying to his brethren. 

What 
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M. What prt^t is it^ if we Jlay our brother^ 
and conceal bis blood ? Let us Jell bim to tbe 
J/hmaelites ; and let not our band be upon 
hint ; for be is, our brotber^ and our Jlejb : 
And bis brethren were content*^ Here 
you behold them juftifying their crime^ 
by a fort of pretended humanity} and 
making light of felling their brother for 
a llavei bccaufe they did not take away 
his life. How ftrangely are the opinions 
of men altered^ by a change in their con- 
dition ! How different is this fentiment of 
the Patriarchs, from that which they after- 
wards entertained 6i the fame aftion, when, 
as you fee in the Text, the reipeinbraace of 
it wrung rtieir hearts with anguifh ? 

But men, in truth, differ as much from 
themfelves^ in profperity, and in advcr-» 
lity^ as if they were different creatures. 
In profperity, every thing tends to flatter 
and deceive. In advcrfity, the illufions of 
life vanifh. It# avocations, and its plea- 
fures, no longer afford the finner that 
fheUer he was wont to find from con-* 

* Gen, xxxvii. 269 i;^. 
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Ibifence. Formerly he made a part of the SERM* 
crowd. He now feels himfelf a folitary y 
individual^ left alone with God, and with 
his own mind. His fpirits are not fupport* 
ed, as before, by fallacious views of the fe- 
vour of Heaven. The candle of the Lord 
ihines not on his head ; his pride is humbled ; 
and his affedlions are foftened for receii^ng 
every ferious impreflion. In this lituation, 
a man^s iniquity is furt to Jind him out. 
Whatever has been nbtorioufly criminal in 
his former condu£t, rifes as a fpe^re, and 
places itfelf before him* The increafed 
fenlibility of his miud^ renders him alive 
to feelings l^hich lately were faint; and 
Ivounds which had been ill hesSed, bleed ' 
afreflu Wheii men take the timbrel and the 
harp^ and rejoice at the found of the organ^ 
they fay ^ What is the Almighty that we Jbould 
ferve him ? But when they are holden in the 
cords of (^i£lion^ then he Jheweth them their 
work J and their tranfgrejfton^ that they have 
exceeded. He openetb alfo their ears to dif^ 
cipline ; and commandeth^ that they ^return 
from iniquity,, * 

Hence, 
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Hence, we may perceive the great 
ufefulnefs and propriety of that inter- 
change of conditions, which takes place 
in human life. By pro^perity, God gives 
fcope to our paflions, and makes trial of 
our difpofitions. By adverfity, he revives 
the ferious principle within. Neither the 
one, nor the other, could be borne entire 
and unmixed, Man, always prolpa:ous, 
would be giddy and infolent; always af- 
Aided, would be fuUen and defpondent. 
Hopes and fears, joy and forrow, are, 
therefore, fo' blended in his life, as both 
to give room for worldly purfuits, and 
to recal, from time to time, the admoni- 
tions of confcience. Of the proportion 
in which they fhould be mixed for this 
purpofe, we are very incompetent judges. 
From our ignorance of the degree of dit. 
cipline, which the fpiritual ftate of others 
requires, we ofteh cenfure Providence 
unjuftly, for its feverity towards them: 
And, from the vanity and raihnefs of 
our wifhes, we complain, without rea-» 
fon, of its rigour to ourfelves. While 

we 
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we confult nothing but our eafe, God SERM. 
attends to our fpiritual improvement, ^ 
When we feek what is pleafing, he fends 
what is ufefuL When^ by drinking too 
deep of worldly profperity, we draw in a 
fecret poifon, he mercifully infufes a me- 
dicine, at the time that he troubles and 
embitters the waters* It remains now to 
obferve,. 

IV. That when confcience is tho-» 
roughly awakened, it determines the 
(inner, to confider every cakmity which 
he fufFers, as a pofitive infliction of pu- 
nifhment by Heaven. As it' had before 
alarmed him with threatenings. of Di- - 
vine difpleafure, it tells him, when he 
falls under diftrefs, that the threatened 
day of account is cpme. AlHid:ions, oa 
fome occafions, rife diredlly out of our 
fins. Thus difeafes are brought on by. 
intemperance ; poverty fprings from 
idlenefs; and difgrace from prefump- 
tion. In fuch cafes, the punifhment is 
fo clofely conneded .with the crime, that 
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s ERM. jt jg impoffiWc to avoid difccrning tTie 
V- .y*^ relation which the one bears to the 
other. But the appointment of Provi- 
dence^ which we now confider, reaches 
farther than this* God has framed us 
fo, that diftrefies, which have no perr 
ceivable connedion with our former 
erimes, are, neverthelefs Interpreted by 
confcience, to be inflided on their account. 
They force themfelves upon our apprehen- 
fion, under this view. They are made to 
carry, not only that degree of pain which 
properly belongs to themfelves, but that 
additional torment alfo, which arifes from 
the belief of their being the vengeance of 
Xhe Almighty. 

Let a man fall unexpededly into fomc 
deep calamity. Let that calamity be 
brought upon him, either by means 
which the world calls fortuitous; or by 
a train of incidents, in which his own 
mifcondud, or guilt, has apparently had 
jio part; yet one of the firft queftions, 
which^ in fuch a fituation, he puts to 
j^mfelf, i$^ What haye J done to der 



Digitized by 



if Cm^nct^ 

fferve thi« ? His reflexion is, almoft m- 
ftindively, drawn back upon his foriQer 
Kfe; and if, in the courfe of that re- 
trofped, any flagrant guilty deed occur 
to fmite his confcience, on thjs he can-* 
not Sivoid reftlng with anxiety and tier* 
rour, and conneding it in his imagina* 
tion with what he now fqfFers. He fees, 
or thinks that he fees, a Pivine arm lifte4 
up J and what, in other circumftances, 
be would have called a reverie of for-? 
tune, he now views as a judgment of 
Heaven. 

When the brethren of Jofeph, confined 
In the t-gyptlan prifon, were bewailing 
the diftrefs into which they had fallen, 
there was no circumftance whicb pointed 
out any relation between their prefent 
misfortune, and their former cruelty to 
their brother. A long courfe of years had 
intervened, during which they flouriflied 
in wealth and cafe. They were now 
far from the jfcene of their crime ; in a 
foreign land, where they believed them*- 
felyes utterly unknown, and where they 

had 
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M. had done nothing to ofFend. But con^ 
^ fcience formed a conqedtibn between 
events, which, according to the ordi- 
nary apprehenfion of men, were entire- 
ly independent of each other* It made 
them recolleft, that they, who once had 
been deaf to the fupplications of a bro- 
ther, were now left friendlefs and for- 
lorn, imploring pity in vain from an un- 
relenting Govemour ; and that they who 
had firft confpired to kill their brother, 
and afterwards fold him for a Have, 
were thM$ieIves deprived of liberty, and 
threatened with an ignominious death. 
How undefervedly foever thefe evils be- 
fell them on'^the part of men, they con- 
fefled them to be jiift on the part of 
Providence. They concluded the hour of 
jretribution to be arrived ; and, inr the 
perfon of the Governour of Egypt, they 
beheld the Ruler of the world calling 
them to account for guilt. Therefore is 
this diftrefs came upon us. Behold alfo his 
blood is required. 

Similar 
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Similar fentiments on like occafions, S E R M. 

. Will be fouhd not uncommon among 
mankind. Pious men, ther6 is no doubt, 
are at all times difpofed to look up to 
Godj and t6 acknowledge his hand in 
ever}'- event of life* But what I now 
obferve, isj That where no habitual ac- 
knowledgment of God takes place ; nay, 
where a daring contempt of his autho- 
rity has prevailed, confcience, neVerthe- 
lefs, conftrains men, in the day of their 

""ISiftsefs, to recognize God^ under the moft 
awful of all characters. The avenger of paft 
guilt. 

Herein the wifdom of God dppears 
in fuch a light, as juftly to claim our 
higheft admiration. The ordinary courfe 
of his Providence is carried on by hu^ 
man ^ means. He has fettlied a train of 
events, which proceed in a regular fuc- 
ceffion of caufes and effedls, without his 
appearing to intei'pofe, or to aft. But 
thefe, oh proper occafions, are made to 
afFe£t the human mind, in the fame 
manner as if he. were beheld dcfcend- 

VoL. 1/ D d ing 
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M. ing from his throne, to punifh the fin-* 
-J net with his own hand. Were God to 
fufpend the kws of Nature, on occafioil 
of every great crime that was cdmmitted 
oil earth, and to govern the world by 
frequent interpofitions of a miraculous 
kind^ the whole order of human affairs 
would be unhinged; no plans of aaioii 
could be foi^medj and no fcope would 
be given for the probation and trial of 
men- On the other handj were the ope- 
ration of fecond. caufes allowed to con- 
ceal a Divine hand totally from view, alf 
fenfe of fuperiour government would be 
loft ; the worid would feem to be void 
of God ; the finner would perceive no-* 
thing but chance and fortune in the 
diftrefles which he fuffered. Whereas, 
by its being To ordered, that feveral in- 
cidents of life.lhall carry the fame force, 
and ftrike the mind with the fame im- 
preffion, as if they were fupematUral 
ihterpofitioiis, the fear of God is kept 
alive among men, atid the order of hu-* 
man affairs is, at the fame time pre- 
.. a firmed 
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ferved unbfoken. The finner fees his 
diftrefs to be the immediate efFed of 
human violence or oppreffion j and is 
obliged, at the fame moment, to confi- 
der it as a Divine judgments His con- 
fcience gives to an ordinary misfortpne^ 
all the edge' and the fling of a vifitation 
from Heaven. 

From the train of thought which the 
Text has fuggefled, , feveral inferences 
iiaturally follow. But I fhall confine my- 
felf to two, which claim yoiir particular 
attention. 

The firft \% the clear evidence wTiich 
the preceding bbfervations afford, of a 
Divine government now exercifed over 
mankind* This moft important and aw^ 
ful of all truths, cannot be too often pre- 
fented to our view, or too ftrongly im- 
prefTed on our mind. To the imperfect 
convidion of it, which obtains in the 
world, mufl be aicribed, in a great mea- 
fure^ the prevalence of fin. Did men 
firmly believe that the Almighty Being, 
D d 2 who 
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S E R M. who fotmed them, is carrying on a fjC^ 
V ' . tern of adminiftration which will not 
leave guilc unpuriiflied, it is impoffiblc 
that they could remain fo inattentive^ as 
we often behold them, to their moral 
conduit. But the bulk of mankind ar« 
giddy and thoughtlefs* Struck ^ by the 
fuperficial appearances of pleafuyfe, which 
accompany licentioufnefs, they inquire 
no farther; and deliver thcmfelves up to 
their fenfes and their paflions. ' Where- 
as, were they to refleft, but for a mo- 
ment, upon tliat view wkich has now 
been given of human nature, they might 
foon be fatisfied, that the moral govern- 
ment of God iis no matter of doubtful 
difcuflion. It is a fa£t, no lefs obvious iind 
inconteftable, thar> the government exeroi&d 
by thofe earthly rulers, whom we behold 
with the enfigns of their office before our 
eyes. 

To govern, is to require a certain 
courfe of adion, or, to prefcribe a hm ; 
and to enforce that law by a fuitabfc 
diftributlon? of rewards and punifiitriOTts, 

NoWj^ 
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Now, God has not only invefted con^ 
fcience, as we have feen, with authority 
to promulgate, but endowed it alfo with 
power to enforce, his law. By placing 
•inward approbation and peace on the fide 
of virtue, he gave it the fan4lion of re- 
ward, But this was not enough. Pain 
is a more powerful principle "than plea- 
fure. To efcape mifery is a ftronger 
motive for adlion, than to obtain good. 
God, therefore, fo framed human nature, 
that the painful fenie of ill-defert fliould 
attend the commifSon of crimes ; that 
^is fenfe of ill-defert ftiouid neceflarily 
pmduce the dread of punifhment; and 
that this dread fliould fo operate on the 
mind, in the time of diftrefs,, as to make 

: jhg jTinner conceive Providence to be en- ^ 

. .gagfd againft him^ apd to be concerne4 
in inflicting the punifliment which he 

:fuffers# . AH thefe imprelfions he hath 
ftamped upon the heart with his own 

Jiaiid. . He hath made them conftituent 
paxta of our frame; on purpofe, that by 
the union of fo many ftrong and pungent 
D d 3 fentir 
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fentiments, he might enforce repentance 
and reformation, and publifli to the hu-> 
man race his detellation of fm» Ware he 
to fpeak to us from the clouds, his voice 
could not be more decifive. What we 
difcern to be interwoven with the con- 
texture of human nature^ and to pervade 
the whole^urfe pf human affairs, carries 
an evidefice not to be refitted. We might, 
with as much reafon, doubt whether the 
fun was intended to enlighten the earth, 
or the rain to fertilize it; as whether he 
who has framed the human mind, in- 
tended to announce righteoulhefs to man* 
kind, as his law. 

The fecond inference which I make 
from the foregoing dilcourfe, refpe^s the 
intimate conne£tion, which thofe opera^ 
tions of confcience have, with the pecu- 
liar and diftinguiftiing dpftrines of the 
Gofpel of Chrift. They will be found to 
accord with them fo remarkably, as to 
furnifh an anfwer to fome of thofe ob- 
jections^ whi[ch fuperficial reafoners are 
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apt ta raife againft the Chriftian revela-f ^^j^j^* 
tion. In particular, they coincide with u ^ '-f 
that awful view which the Golpel gives 
us, pf the future confequences of guilt. 
If the finner i$ now conftrained by con- 
fcience, to view the Almighty as pur-* 
fuing him with evil for long-forgotten 
crimes, how naturally muft h^ 'conclude, 
that, in a fubfequent period of ej^iftence, 
the Divine adminiftration will proceed 
upon the faixie plan, and complete what 
has been left imperfedl: here ? If, during 
this life, which is only the time of trial, 
the difpleafure of Providence at fin is 
difplayed by tokens fo manifeft, what 
may be apprehended to follow, when 
juftice, which at prefent only begins to 
be executed, fhall be carried to its con- 
fummation ? What confcience forebodes, 
revelation verifies j afliiring us, that a 
day is appointed, when God will render 
to every man according to his works; to 
tbenty who by patient continuance in well-' 
doings feek for glory ^ honour ^ and immorta"^ 
lit^ ; eternal life : But unto tbem that are 
P d 4 contentious^ 
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contentious^ and obey not the truths hut tjbtf 
unrigbteoufnefs ; indignation and wrath ^ tri^ 
bulaiion and anguifh^ upon every foul of man 
that doth evil J of the yew frf^ and alfh of 
the Gentile. For there is no refpeSl of perfons 
with God. For as many as have finned 
without the laWy Jhall alfo perifb without 
the law ; and as many as bavefnned in the 
laWy foall be judged by the law"^^ 

While the * threatenings of confcience 
thus ftrengthen the evidence of the fcrip-; 
ture dodtrine concerning future punifli- 
ments, they likewife pave the way for 
the belief of what is revealed concerning 
the method of our deliverance by Chrift. 
They fuggeft to the finner, fome deep 
and dark malignity contained in guilt, 
which has drawn upon his head fuchi 
high difpleafure from Heaven. They 
call forth his moft anxious efforts, to 
avert the elfedts of that difpleafure, and 
to propitiate his offended judge. Some 
atonement, he is confcious, muft be 
inadc ; and the voice of Nature has, in 

* Rom. ii. 7-:^i3. 

every 
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jjvery age, loudly demanded fuflferlng, as ^^^^j^' 
the proper atonement for guilt. Hence v ^'.jf 
mankind have conftantly fled for refuge 
to fuch fubftitutions, as they could de- 
vife to place in the room of the offender; 
and, as by general confent, vidirns have 
every where been flain, and expiatory fa- 
crifices have been offered up on innume^ 
.rable altars. Wherewith Jhall I come be^ 
fore the Lord^ and bow niyfelf before the moji 
high God? Shall I come before him with 
burnt-offerings^ and calves of a year old? 
Will the Lord be pleafed with thoufands of 
rams^ or with t€n thoifands of rivers of oil? 
Or J Jhall I give my firf -born for my tranf-^ 
grejfion ; the fruit of my body^ for the fn of 
my foul'^ ? Thefe perplexities and agita- 
tions of a guilty corifcience, may be 
termed preludes, in fome meafure, to the 
Gofpel of Chrift. They are the pointings ' 
of unenlightened Nature, towards that 
method of relief, which the grace of 
God has provided. Nature felt its inabi- 

* Micah, vi. 6, 7. 
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lity to extricate itfelf from the confe-* 
quences of guilt : The Gofpel reveals the 
plan of Divine interpofition and aid* 
Nature confeffed fome atonement to be 
neceffary ; The Gofpel difcovers, that the 
neceffary atonement is made* The re- 
medy is no fooner prefented, than its 
fuitablenefs to the difeafe appears ; and 
the great myfiery of redemption, though 
it reaches, in its full extent, beyond our 
corapr^henfion, yet, as far as it is re- 
vealed, holds a vifible congruity with 
the fentiments of Confcience, aad of Na-i 
ture. 

Natural and revealed religion proceed 
from the fame Author; and, of courfe, 
are analogous and confident. They are 
part of the fame plan of Providence. 
They are conneded meafures of the fame 
fyftem of government. The ferious be- 
lief of the one, is the beft preparation 
for the reception of the other. Both 
concur in impreffing our mind with a 
deep fenfe of oq? moft important truth^ 
• . which 



Digitized by 



of Confcience^ 4H 

which is the refult of this ivhole dif- S|RM. 
courfe^ That as we fow now^ we muji r_ 
reap; that under the government of 
God, no one ihall be permitted, with 
impunity, to gratify his criminal paf- 
fions, and to make light of the great 
duties of lifet 
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8 E R M O N XIV, 

Qn the Mixture of Joy and Fear in 
R|:lioxon« 



Psalm ii. ii, 
B-ejoice 'upitb trembling. 



SERM. TOY and Fear, are two great fprings 
. 3 of human adion. The mixed con- 
dition of this world, gives fcope for 
both ; and, according as the one or the 
Other predominates, it influences the ge- 
neral tenour of our condu£t. Each of 
them poflefles a proper place in religion. 
To ferve the Lord with gladnefs^ is thQ 
exhortation of the Pfalmift David *. To 
ferve him with reverence and godly fear^ 
is the admonition of the Apoftle Paul f . 
,But, under the prefent imperfection of 

• Pfal. c. 2. f I^b. xii. 

human 
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human nature, each of thefe principles S E R 
may be carried to a dangerous extreme. ^ ^ -'^^ 
When the whole of religion is placed iu 
joy, it is in hazard of rifing into unwar- 
rantable rapture. When it refts altoge- 
ther on fear, it degenerates into fuperfti^ 
tious fervility. The text enjoins a due 
mixture of both ; and inculcates this im- 
portant maxim, That joy, tempered with 
fear, is the proper dilpolitxon of a good • 
man. Iri difcourfmg of this fubjed, I 
fhall endeavour to ftiow, firft. That joy 
is eflential to religion ; and next, That, 
for various ' reafons, this joy ' ought to be 
mixed with fear ; whence we fhall be 
able to afcertain the nature of^ that fteady 
and compofed ipirit, which is moft fuit- 
able to our prefent condition, and moft 
acceptable to God. 

L Joy is eflential to religion, in two 
refpedsj as religion infpires joy,*and as 
it requires it. In other words; To rejoice^ 
is both the privilege, and the duty, of good 
men* 

In 
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SERM. Ik the firft place. Religion infpiresjoy* 
i_ It affords juft ground of gladncfs, to 

who firmly believe its doftrines, and fm- 
ccrely ftudy to obey its laws* For it con- 
fers on them the two moft material re- 
quifites of joy; a favourable fituation of 
• things* without, and a proper difpofition 
of mind within, to relifh that favourable 
fituation* 

When they examine their fituation 
without, they behold themfelves placed 
in a world which is full of the influ- 
ence of a gracious Providence; where 
beauty and good are every where predo- 
minant; where various comforts are be- 
fl:owed; and where, if any be with-held, 
they have reafori to believe, that they are 
with-held by parental wifdom. Among 
the crowd that encompafe . them, they 
may be at a lofs to difcern, who are 
their friends, and who their enemies* 
But it •is fufBcient to know, that they 
are under the proteftion of an invifible 
Guardian, whofe power can keep them 
from every evil. All the Heps of his 

conduft, 
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tonduft, they may be unable to trace, 
Events may befal them, of which they ^ ^ ,4* ^ 
can give no account. But as long as 
they are fatisfied, that the fyftem of Di- 
vine government is founded on mercy, 
no prefent occurrences are able to deftroy 
their, peace. For be who /pared not bis 
own Son^ but delivered bim up for tbem^ 
bow Jhalt be not with bim freely give 
tbem all things? If their nature is frail. 
Divine affiftance is promifed to ftrengthen 
it. If their virtue is imperfect, a diijpen*- 
fation is opened, which gives them the 
hope of pardon. If their external cir- 
cumftances be in any refped unfavour- 
able, it is becaufe a higher intereft is 
confulted. All things^ they are aflured, 
Jhall work together for their good. On - 
their profperity refts, the bleffing ; , on 
their adverfity, the fandifying Spirit of 
the Almighty. Old age may advance, 
and life decay; but beyond thofe Jboun- 
daries of Nature, faith opens the pro- 
fped of their lafting felicity. Without 
anxiety, they pafs through the different 

periods 
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SERM, periods of their prtfent exiftence, becauit 
•Vi^^^'.ji they know it to be no more than an intro- 
duiftiori to immortalityi 

As fuch a fituatiori of things without^ 
lays a folid foundation for joy ; fo the 
difpofition which religion forms within^ 
promotes the relifli of itJ It is indeed 
from within, that the chief- fpurces of 
enjoyment or trouble rife. The minds 
of bad men are always diforderly ; and 
hence their lives are fo generally uneafy; 
In vain thty take the timhrel and the harp;, 
nhd endeavour to rejoice at the found of the 
organ. Spleen and difguft purfiie them, 
through all the haunts of amufement* 
Pride and ill humour torment them* 
Opprefled with difcontent^ their fpirits 
flag ; and their worn-out pleafures a5brd 
them entertainment no more. But reli- 
gion fubdues thofe malignant paffions^ 
which are the troublers of human repofe ; 
which either overcaft the mind with the 
gloom of peevifhnfefs, or difquiet it by 
the violence of agitation^ It infufes,- in 
their room^ thofe mild and gentle difpo- 
8 fitions. 
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fidonS) whofe natural efied Is to fmooth SERM. 

XIV. 

liie teiiour of the foul. Benevolence and i_ 
candour, moderation and temperance, 
wherever they reign, produce cheerful- 
nefs and ferenity* The confcipufnefs of 
kitegrity gives eafe and freedom to the 
mind. It enables good men to extract from 
every objed, the whole fatisfa^ion which 
it is capable of yielding j. and adds the fla- 
vour of innocence, to all their external 
pleafures. 

In the feconcj place, As religion natu- 
rally infpiresjoy; fo, when it infpires, it 
commands us to cherilh. As a neceflary 
proof of our fincefity, it requires cheer- 
fulnefs in the performance of our duty ; be- 
caufe, if this be wanting, our religion dif- 
covers itfelf not to be genuine in principle,' 
and in practice it cannot be ftable* 

Religious obedience, deftitute of joy, is 
not genuine in its principle. For, did 
cither faith or hope, the love of God, or 
the love of goodnefs, rule the heart, 
they could not fail to produce fatisfadion 

Vol. L E « in 
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xiV^* ill piety and virtue. All thofe caufcs of 
— v-^ joy which I have mentioned would then 
. operate ; and their native eflFe£t on the 
mind, would foUowi The profpe£U 
which religion opensj . Would gladden, 
and the afFeftions which it infpires, 
would footh the heart We fei-ve, with 
pleafure, the benefador whom We love*' 
We rejoice in every ftudy and J)urfuit> 
to which we are fincerely attached* If 
we ferve not God with pleafure, it is 
hecaufe we know him not, or love him 
not. If we rejoice not in virtue, it is 
becaufe our afFe£tion is alienated from it, 
and our inclinations are depraved. We 
give too evident proof, that either w;e 
believe not the principles of religion, or 
that we feel not their power* Exclude 
joy from religion ; and you leave no 
other mMives to it, except compulfion 
and intereft. But are thefe fuitablc 
grounds, oti which to reft the whole of 
-Cur obedience to the Supreme Being ? 
My fon^ give me thy hearty is the call of 
<5od. Surely if therie be no pleafiire in 

fulfilUag 
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ifulfilling his commands, the heart is not SE 
given him ; and, in that cafe, multitude *— 
tffacfijices and burnt offerings is brought to- 
his altar in vain* 

As religion, deftitute of joy, is imperfe<3: 
in its principle ; fo, in praftice, it muft be 
unliable. In vain you endeavour to fix any 
man to the regular performance of that, in 
which he. finds no pleafure. Bind him ever 
fo fall by intereft or* fear, he will contrive 
ibme. method of eluding the obligation* 
Ingenuity is never fo fertile of ^vafionSj as 
where pleafure is all on the oAe fide, and 
mere precept on the othef ^ He may ftudy 
to fave appearances. He may dilTemble 
and conftrain hin^felf* But his heart re-» 
volts in fecret ; and the weight ■ of inch-* 
nation will, in the 6ndj draw the pradtice 
after it* If perfeverance is not to be ex- 
pected, ftill lefs can zeal be looked for 
from him, who, in his religious duties, 
trembles without rejoicing* Every at- 
tempt towards virtue which he forms, will 
be feeble and awkward. He applies to it 
as a tafk j he dreads the taik-mafter ; but 
£ e 2 he 
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he win labour no more than neceffity 
enjoins. To efcape from punifhment, it 
his fole aim. He bargains for immunity, 
by every duty which he performs ; and 
all beyond, he efteems fuperfluous toiU 
—-Such religion as this, can neither pu- 
rify the heart, nor prepare for heavenly 
blifs. It is the refuge of an abjed mind. 
It may form the ritual of the monk, or 
prefcribc the penance of the idolater; 
but has no concern with the homage of 
him, who worjhips the Father in Jpirit and 
in truth. His charader is, that the joy of 
the Lord is his Jirength *. It attaches his 
heart to religion. It infpires his zeal. It 
fupports his conftancy ; and accelerates his 
progtefs. 

There is no man but has fome objed 
to which he cleaves for enjoyment ; fome* 
what that flatters him with diftant hope, 
or affords him prefent pleafure. Joy is 
the end towards which all rational beings 
tend. For the fake of it, they live ; it 
refembles the air they breathe, which is 

* Nch. viii. lo. 

neccflary 
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ueccflary for the motion of the heart, 
and all the vital fundions« But as the 
breathing of infcded air proves fatal to 
Jife ; in the fame, manner joy, drawn 
from a corrupted fource, is deftrudive, 
both of virtue and of true happinefs. 
When you have no pleafure in good- 
jiefs, you may with certainty conclude the 
r^afon to be, that your pleafure is all de- 
rived from an oppodte quarter. You have 
cxhaufted your aflfedion upon the world. 
You have drunk too much of its poi* 
foned waters, to have any relifti for a pure 
fpriiig. 

Eftimate, therefore, the genuinenefs of 
your religious principles ; eftimate the de- 
gree of your liability, in religious prac- 
tice, by the degree of your fatisfaftiou in 
piety and virtue. Be aflured, that where, 
your treafure is, there will your delight 
be alfo. The worldly man rejoices in his 
poffeffions ; the voluptuous in his plea- 
fures ; the focial in his friends and com- 
panions. The truly good man rejoices 
in doin^ JHft^yi loving mercy ^ and walking 
E e 3 ^ humbly 
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SERM. jl,umBfy with the Lord bis God. He is 
i^-v^ "^PP7f when emplpyed in the regular dif- 
charge of the great duties of life* Spon- 
^ • taneous they flow from the affcaions of a 
pure heart. Not only from the keeping 
of th^ divine commandments he expeds^ 
but PI the keeping tbem^ he enjoys a 
great reward. — ^Accordingly, in the fend- 
ments of holy men recorded in fcripture, 
we find this fpirit every-where prevalent. 
Their language was; 7by Jiatutes have I 
taken as mine heritage fir ever ; for they arc 
the rejoicing of my heart. They are my fongs 
in the houfe of my pilgrimage. They are 
fweeter than honey ^ and the honeycomb. 
Whom have I in heaven but thee f And there 
Is none upon earth that I dejire bejides thee. 
They did not receive the Jpirit of bondage^ 
but the Jpirit of adoption. They were filed 
with peace and joy in believing. They re^ 
joiced in hope of the glory of God. As foon 
as the -iEthopian eunuch received from 
Philip the light of the Gofpel, that light 
revived and cheered his heart. A new fui^ 
feemed to arife ; a new glory to Ihine 

aroun4 
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around him. Every objedt brightened ; and 
be went on bis way rejoicing *. After the 
fame manner fliould every good man pro- 
ceed in his journey through life, with a fe- 
rene and cheerful Ipirit. Confternation and 
dejedion let him leave to the flaves of guilt j 
who have every thing to dread, both from 
this world and the next. If he appear be- 
fore others with a difpirited afpe(9:, he dis- 
honours religion ; and affords ground for 
fufpicion, that he is either ignorant of its 
nature, or a ftranger to its power. 

Thus I have fliewn joy to be effential 
to religion. It is the fpirit which it in:^ 
Ijpires, and which it requires. In good jnen. 
But in our prefent ftate, the beft principles 
may be carried to a dangerous excefs ; and 
joy, like other things, has its due limits; 
To ferve God with unmixed delight, be- 
longs to more advanced fpirits in a happier 
world. In this region of imperfedion, fpme 
infulions from a different cup, muft of ne-y 
cefGty tincture our joy. Let us Xb^cn^ 

• Afts, viii, 3<9« 

Ee ^ II, Tu^iii 
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SERM. II. Turn to the othea: fide of the arjcu- 
^ ^ V . mcnt, and confider the reafons which ren- 
der it proper, that, when we rejoice, we 
ihould rejoice with trembling. 

In the firft place, becaufe all the ob- 
jeds of religion, which afford ground for 
joy, tend to infpire, at the fame time, re- 
verence and fear. We fervc a Benefador, 
it is true, in whom we have reafon to de- 
light ; whofe purpofes are gracious ; whofe 
law is the plan of our happinefs. But this 
Benefador, is the King eternal^ immortal^ 
and invifibU ; at whofe prefence the moun- 
tains ihake, and Nature trembles. Emery 
good ^ and every perfeEl gift^ come down from 
bim. But the hand which confers them, 
we cannot fee. Myfterious obfcurity refts 
upon his eflence* He dwelleth in the fecret 
place of thunder ; and clouds and darknefs 
furround him. He is the Hear er. of prayer ; 
but we lift our voice to him from afar. 
Into his immediate prefence no accefs is 
permitted. Our warmeft devotion admits 
, no familiarity with him. God is in heaven^ 

\ and tbpu upon earth; therefore^ let thy 

words 

\ 
\ 
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words be few. If his omnifcience admi- SERM. 
nifters comfort in our fecret diftrcfs, it like- 
wife fills with awe* the heart that is confcious 
of guilt. For, if he knows our frames and 
remembers we are duft ; our iniquities^ alfo, 
are ever before him ; our fecret ftns^ in the 
light of bis countenance. 

Throughout all his difpcnfations, great- 
nefs, in conjundion with goodnefs, ftrike«- 
our view ; and, wherever we behold the 
Parent, we behold the Legiflator alfo. The 
death of Chrift, in behalf of a guilty- 
world, is the chief ground of religious 
hope and joy. But it is no lefs the ground 
of reverence ; when, in this high tranf- 
adlion, we contemplate God, as at once 
ftridt in juftice, and great in mercy. / 
the • Lord keep mefrcy for tboufands of them 
that fear me. I forgive their iniquity^ tranf 
grejjion^ and ftn; but J will by no means 
clear the guilty. When we open the book 
of the Law, we find promifes and threaten- 
ings mingled in the fame page. On the 
one fide, we fee Heaven difplayed in 
all its glory: On the other. Hell opening 
p ite 
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SERM. Its tcrrours. In fHort, in whatever light 

XIV. . . 

we view religion, it appears folemn and 

venerable. It is a temple full of majefty, 
to which the worfliippers may approach 
with comfort, in the hope of obtaining 
grace ^ and finding mercy i but where they 
cannot enter, without being imprefEbd 
with awe. If we may be permitted to 
compare fpiritual with natural things, 
religion refembles not thofe fcenes of 
natural beauty, where every bbjeft fmiles. 
It cannot be likened to the gay landfcape, 
or the flowery field. It refembles more 
the avguft and fublime appearances of 
Nature ; the lofty mountain, the expanded 
ocean, and the ftarry firmament; at the 
fight of which, the mind is at once over- 
awed and delighted ; and, from the union 
of grandeur with beauty, derives a pleafing, 
but a ferions, emotion, 

In the fecond place, As joy, tempered 
by fear, fuits the nature of religion, fo 
it is requifite for the proper regulation of 
the condud of man. Let his joy flow 
2 ^ from 
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iremain long unmixed, it is apt to becomte 
dangerous to virtue. As waters which 
are never ftirred, nor troubled, gather a 
fediment, which putrifies them ; fo the 
undifturbed continuance of placid fehfa- 
tions engenders diforders in the human 
foul. It is wifely ordered in our prefent 
ftate, that joy and fear, hope and grief, 
fhould a£t alternately, as checks and ba- 
lances upon each other, in order to pre- 
vent an excefs in any of them, which 
our nature could not bear. If we were 
fubjed to no alarms of danger, the 
wifeft would fbon become improvident ; 
and the moft humble, prefumptuousJ 
Man is a pilgrim on earth. Were his 
path to be always fmooth and flowery^ 
he would be tempted to relinqulfli his 
guide, and to forget the purpofe of his 
journey. Caution and fear are ' the 
fhields of happinefs. Unguarded joy 
begets indolence; indolence produces fe- 
curity ; fecurity leads to rafhnefs j and 
rafhneifi ends in ruin. In order to re-^ 



joice 
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jcMCC long, it is neceflary that we rtjincc 
with trembling. Had our firft parents 
obferved this rule, man might have been 
ftill in paradife* He who faith in his 
heart, My vmuntmn Jlands Jlrong; J Jball 
never be moved; may be affured, that his 
fiate already begins to totten Religion, 
therefore, performs a kind office, in giv- 
ing us the admonition of the Text. It 
infpires cheerfulnefs in the fervice 
'God. It propofes joy, as our chief fpring 
of adion. But it fupports joy, by guard- 
ing it with fear ; not fuppreffing, but re- 
gulating its indulgence; requiring us to 
rejoice, like perfons who have obtained 
a treafure, which, through want of vigi- 
lance, they are expofed to lofe. De- 
pendent beings are formed for fubmif- 
fion ; and to fubmit, is to ftand in awe* 
Becaufe the Lord reignetb^ let the earth be 
glad. We are . the fubjeds of God ; and 
therefore may juftly rejoice. But ftill we 
are fubjeds ; and, therefore, trembling, 
muft mix itfelf with our joy. 

In 
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In the third place, The unftable condi- S E R M. 

. , XIV, 

tion of all human things, naturally in- » 

fpires fear in the midft of joy. The 
fpirit to which religion forms us, muft 
undoubtedly correfpond to the ftate iu 
Ivhich we afe placed, and to the part 
which is affigned us to ad. Now, the 
firft view' under which our prefent ftatc . 
appears, is that of fallen creatures, who 
are undergoing, in this world, probation 
and trial for their recovery ; and are 
commanded to work out their falvatioH 
"With fear and trembling. This view of 
our condition infers not habitual dejeSion 
of mind. It requires not melancholy 
abftradion from the afiaih, or total con- 
tempt of the amufements of life. But it 
inljpires humility. It enforces dependence 
on Divine aid ; and calls fordi the voice 
of fupplication to Heaven. In a fituatioa 
fo critical, and where interefts fo important 
arc at ftake, every reafonable perfon muft. 
confefs, that ferioufnefs ought to temper 
rejoicing. 

Were 
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Were there in human life any fixed 
^ point of ftability and reft, attainable by 
man ; could we, at any one moment, af- 
fure ourfelves, that there remained no 
latent fource of danger^ either to our tem-^ 
poral, or our fpiritual ftate ; then I ad- 
mit, we might lay trembling afwle, and 
rejoice in full fecurity* Butji alas I no 
fuch fafe ftation, no fuch moment of 
confidence, is allowed to man during his 
warfare on earth; Viciflitudes of good 
and evil, of trials and confolations, fill 
up his life. The beft intentioned are 
fometimes betrayed into crimes j the moft 
prudentj overwhelmed with misfortunes* 
The world is like a wheel inceffantly re-» 
volving, on which human things alter- 
jaately rife and fall. What is paft of our 
life, has been a chequered fcene. On its 
remaining periods, uncertainty and dark- 
iiefs reft.- Futurity is an unknown re-^ 
giori, into which no man can look for- 
ward without awe, becaufe he cannot tell 
what forms of danger or trial may meet 
him there. This we know well, that in 

every* 
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evfery period of our life, the path of hap- S E R 
pinefs fliall be found fteep and arduous } -^^jm 
but fwift and eafy the defcent to ruin^ 
What, with much exertion of care and 
vigilance, we had built up, one unwary 
action may, in an evil hour, overthrow* 
The props of human confidence are, in 
general, infecure. The fphere of human 
pleafures is narrow. While we form 
fchemes for ftrengthening the one, and 
for enlarging the other, death, mean^while, 
advances/ Life, with a fwift, though 
infenfible courfe, glides away ; and, like 
a, river which undermines its banks, gra- 
dually impairs our ftate. Year after year 
fteals fomethihg from us ; till the decaying 
fabric totter of itfelf, and crumble at 
length into duft* So that, whether we 
confidcr life or death, time or etetnity, all 
things appear to concur in giving to man 
the admonition of the Text, Rejoice ivitb 
tremblings 

I HAVE now fhown, iil what refpeds 
religion both promotes joy, and infpires 

ferioufnef$« 
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SERM. icrioufnefs. It places us in the moft ik« 
^, -^-'ji Tourable lituation, which human life 

fords, for joj ; and it gives us every allift^ 
ance, for relifhing that joy. It renders 
^ it- our. duty, to^ cultivate the fatisfad:ion 

vrhich i'^ yields. It demands a cheerful 
fpirit, in order to afcertain the finccrity 
of our principles, and to confirm us in 
good pradice. At the fame time, the 
joy which it infpires, .is tempered with 
fear by the genius of religion itfelf; 
by the danger to which unguarded joy 
would expofe us ; and by the impropriety 
of indulging it, in a lituation fo mixed as 
the prefent. The trembling which is here 
enjoined, is not to be underftood as fig- 
nifying a pufillanimous dejedion. It im-* 
ports no more than that caution and fo^ 
briety, which prudence didates, as be-* 
longing to our flate. By ccmneding fuch 
trembling with our joy, religion means 
to recommend to us, a cheerful, but a 
compofed, fpirit, equally remote from 
the humiliating depreffion of fear, and 
the exulting levity ofi joy. Always to re- 
joice. 
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joice is to be a fool. Always to tremble, is 
to be a flave. It is a tnodeft cheerfulnefs, 
a chartened joy, a manly ferioUfnefs, which 
becomes the fervaiit of God* 

But is thiSj it iriay ^fefhaps be laid^ 
the whole amount df that boafted fatif- 
fadtion which religibn beftows? Is this 
all the compeiifation which it makes, for 
thofc facrifices it exadti ? Are not xht 
terms which vice holds out^ far more 
enticing^ when it permits us to gratify 
iavery defif e ; and^ in return for oilr fur- 
iiioiinting the timorous fcruples of con- 
fciehce^ promifes us a life of gaietyj fe£- 
tlvity, and uhreftrained joy f-^-^-^Such 
proiilifes^ tice may indeed make; but^ 
how far it fulfib them^ we may fafely 
refer to thg determination of the greateft 
fenfualift^ when he has finiflied his ca-«^ 
reer, and looks back on what he has en^ 
joyed. Aik him, Whethei* he wotild re-* 
commend to his children, and his friends^ 
to hold the fame courfe ; and whediter, 
with his dying breath, he dare aflUre 

Vol. L F f ,them. 
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^ xlv^' them, that the gratifications of liceatiouf- 
■ nefs afford the greateft enjoyment of life I 
Whatever hopes vice may at the beginning 
infpire, yet, after the trial is made, k has- 
been always found, that criminal pleafures 
are tho bane of happinefe, the poifon, fiot 
the cofdiitli of our prefent ftate. They 
are pleafures compenfated by an infinite 
overbalance of pain ; moments of delight, 
fucceeded by years of regret ; purchafed at 
the expence of injured reputation, broken 
health, and ruined peace. Even abflxaft- 
ing from their pernicious confcquences^ 
they are, for moft part, in themfelves^ 
treacherous pleafures ; unfound and dif-» 
turbed in the moments of enjoyment. 
the mid/l of fuch laughter^ the heart is 
forrowfuL Often, is the fmile of gaiety 
aflumed, while the heart akes within : And 
though folly may laugh^ guilt will fting- 
Corredling this pernicious phrenzy of plea- 
fure, and reducing it to a more fober and 
regulated ftate, religion is, in truth, no 
other than wifdom, introducing peace and 
©rder into the life of man. 

^ While 
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While religion condemns fuch pleafures 
ias are immoral, it is chargeable with no 
improper aufterity, in refpedl of thofe wh^ch 
atre of an innocent kind. Think not, that 
by the cautious difcipline which it prefcribes, 
it excludes you from all gay enjoyment of 
life. Within the eompafe of that fedate 
Ipirit, to which it forms you, all that is 
innocently plealing will be found to lie. It 
is a miftake to imagine^ thatj in conftant 
cfTufions of giddy mirth, or in that flutter 
of fpirits which is excited by a round of di- 
Versions J the chief enjoyment of our ftate 
confifts. Were this the cafe, the vain' and 
the ffivplous would be on better terms for 
happinefs, than the wife, the great, and the 
good. To arrange the plans of amiifement^ 
or to prefide in the haunts of jollity^ would 
be more defirable, than to exert the higheft 
effort of mental powers for the benefit ot 
nationi. A confequence fo abfuf d, is fuflGi-* 
cient to eJcplode the principle from which 
it flowsk To the amufements and leffer 
joys of the world, religion affigns theit 
proper place. It admits of them, as relax- 
F f 2 ations 

f 



Digitized byGOOQle 



436 On the Mixture of 

* xri^*** ations from care, as inftrumcnts of promoc- 
I ^y 1j ing the union of men, and of enlivening 
dieir fbcial intercourfe* But though, as^ 
lon^ aa the7 are kept within due bounds,* it 
does not ceniure nor condenm them ; nei- 
ther does it propofe them, as rewards to the 
Tirtuous, or as the principal objeds of their' 
purfuit. To fuch, it points oistt nobler ends 
of a&ion. Their felkity k engages them ta 
feek^ in the difcharge of an ufefii}^ an up« 
right, and honourable part m life; an<^ a9 
the habitual tenor of their mind^ it promoter 
cheerfulnefs, and difcourages lerity* 

Between theie two there is a if^de dlftinc-^ 
lion ; and the^ mind which is moft open ta 
fevity, is frequently a ftrangrr to^ cheerful- 
nefs. It has been remarked^ that tranfports 
of intemperate nrirth, arc often no more 
I than flafhes from the dark cloud ;. and that,. 
I In proportion to the violence of the efful- 
, gence,. is. the fucceeding gloom; Levity 
may be thae £Drced prodlKEfcion* of folly or 
vice ; cheerfufnefs is the natural offspring of 
wifdom and virtue only. . The one is ait 
©ccafional agitation; the other a permanent 

habits 
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1iabk» Tlic one degrades the charaftcr ; the 
<>ther is perfedlly conliftent with the dignity 
of reaibn, and the fteady and manly fpirit 
of religion. To aim at a conftant fucceilion 
of hi^h and vivid fcnfations of pleafure, is 
ah idea of happiaefs altogether chimericaL 
Calm and temperate enjoyment, is the ut«- 
snoft that is allotted to man. Beyond this^ 
we ftmggle in vain to raife our ftate ; and, 
in fa£t, deprefs oiar joys, by endeavouring 
to heighten them* InAead of thofe faUa^ 
cious hopes of perpetual feftivity, with 
which the world would sdlure us, religion 
confers iipon us a cheerful tranquillity. In- 
ftead of dazzling us with meteors of joy, 
which fparkle and expir^e, it &eds around 
lis a calm and fteady light* By mixing 
trembUng with our joy, it renders that joy 
jnore lolid, more equal, and more lafting* 
In tins Ijpirit, Aen, let us ferve God, 
and hold our courfe through life. Let us 
approach .to the Divine Being, as to a 
fovereign of whom we ftand in awe, and 
to a father in whom we truft* In our con- 
let us be cautious and humble, as 
F f 3 ShoJfe 
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s xiV* ^^^^ ^^^^ ground to fear ; well pleafed 
L-yiLj iind cheerful, as th'ofe who have caufe to 
rejoice. Let us ihow the world, that a re^ 
ligious temper, is a temper, ledate^ not fad; 
that a religious behaviour, is a behaviour, 
regulated, not ftiff and formal. Thus we 
ihall ttfe the worlds as not abujing it; we 
ihall pais through its v^trious changes, with 
the leaft difcompofure; and we fhall vindir- 
cate religion, from the reproaches of thoi^ 
who would attribute to it, either enthufiafr 
tic joys, or flavifli terrours. We flull ihow, 
that it is a rational rule of life, worthy of 
the perfection of God, and fuited tp th.^ 
fiature and ilate of maq, 
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SERMON XV. 

On the Motives to Constancy ia 
Virtue. 



Galat. vi. 9, 

And let us not he weary in well-doing ; for 
in due feqfon we Jhall reap^ if we faint 

DISCONTENT is the moft genjeral SERM. 
of all the evils which trouble the . . 
life of man. It is a difeafe, which every- 
where finds materials to feed itfelf; for, 
if real diftreffes be wanting, it fubftitutes 
faeh as are imaginary in their place* It 
converts even the good things of the 
worlds when they have been long enjoy- 
ed, into occafions of difguft* In the 
midft of profperity, it difpofes us to 
complain ; and renders trancj^uillity tire- 
Ff4 foroe, 
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fome^ only becaufe it is uniform. There In 
no wonder that this fpirit of rcftleflhcdii 
and diflatisfa£tion, which corrupts every 
terreftrial enjoyment, fhould have fome- 
times penetrated into the re^on of virtue* 
Good men are not without their frailties; 
and the perverfeaefs incident to human na« 
ture, too readily leads us, who become 
weary of all other things, to be wary^ aUb| 
in Will-doing. 

* Let ' me put a cafe, which, perhaps, 
will be found not unfrequent in ordinary 
life. Suppofe a perfon, after much com- 
merce with the world, to be convinced 
of its vanity. He has feen iCs moft 
flattering hopes to be fallacious. He haa 
felt its moft boafted pleafures to be un- 
{atisfadory. He refolves, therefore, to 
place his happinefs in virtue ; and, dif-* 
regarding all temptations from intereft^ 
to adhere to what is right and honour- 
able in condudl. He cultivates acquaints 
ance with religion, He performs, with 
ferioufnefs, the oflSces of devotion* Ho 
Uys down to bimftlf| a wtloijal and ufe* 

ful 
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ful plan of life; and, with fatisfadion, hdlds 8 ^y*** 
on for a while in this reformed courfe* l,,-/,, j 
But, by degrees, difcouragcments arife. 
The peace which he hoped to enjoy^ i$ 
interrupted, either by his own frailties, or 
by the vices of others. Paflions, which had 
not been thoroughly fubdued, ftruggle for 
their accuftomed gratification. The plea^ 
fuBe which he expefted to find in devotion, 
fometimes fails him ; and jthe injuftice of the 
world often fours and frets him. Friends 
prove ungrateful ; enemies mifreprefent, 
rivals fiipplant him : And part, at leaft, of 
the mortifications which he fuSers, he be-^ 
gins to afcribe to Virtue, ■ Is this all- 
the reward of my ferving God, and re-* 
flouncing the pleafures of fin? Verily^ in 
vain t have cleanfed my hearty and wafbed 
my bands in innocency. Behold^ the ungodly 
proper in the worlds and have more than 
fieart can wijb; while ^ all the day hng^ I 
(an plagued and cbajlened every morning. — 
To fuch perfons as thefe, and to all who 
girp^ ifli hazard of being infeded with their 

fpirit, 
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SER Mw f^irit, i n<3w addrefs myfelf. In f eply td 
Snipv--^ their complaints, I purpofe to fhow, That 
iri no ftate they can chufe on earth, by no 
plaft of condudl they can form, it is pof- 
fiblc for them to efcape uneafinefs, and dif- 
appointment; that in a life of virtue, they 
will fuffer lefs uneafinefs, and fewer dil^ 
apjiointments, than in a courfe of vice ; 
they v^rill pofTefs much higher refources and 
advantages; and they will be affured of 
complete reward at the end. From thefe 
confiderations, I hope to make it appear, 
that there is no fufficient reafoa for our be?* 
ing weary in well-doing ; and that, taking 
human life upon the whole. Virtue is fay 
the moft eji^ible portion of njiant 

L Ut^ E A 8 1 N E s s and difappointment 
ate infepayable, in fome degree, from every 
ftate on earth. Were it in the power of 
the- world, tq render thofe who attach 
themfelves to it, fatisfied apd happy, yov| 
plight then, I admit, have Ibme title to 
complain, if yon found yourfelyes placc4 
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upon worfe terms in the fervicc of God* SERM. 
3ut this is fo fax from being the cafe^ that \^^^^^ 
aQxong the multitudes who devote them-* 
felves to earthly pleafure, you will not fificl 
a fmgle perfon who has completely attained 
his aim. Enquirie i^to the coiiditioA of 
' the high and tl^e ]ow, of the. gay and the 
ferious, of the men of tufinefs and th? . 
men of pleafure, and you ihall behold them 
all occupied in fupplying fome want, gr in 
jrefldoving fome diftrefs. No man is pleafed 
with beiqg precifely what he is* Every-, 
where there is 4 vqid j generally, even in 
the moft profperous life, there fpme cor- 
ner pofleffed by fprrow. He who is engaged 
in bufinefs, pines for leafure* * He who 
enjoys Jeifure, languiflxcs for Want of 
employment. Inl a fingle ftate, we ,envy 
the comforts of a family. In conjugal 
life, ' we are chagrined with domeftic' 
cdlred. In a fafe ftation, we i^egr^ the 
want of pbjeds for enterprife. In an 
enterprifing life, we lament the want of 
fafcty* It is the c^Qpm of rtian, that hisf 

&7 
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• ^A*** flnr fhould ncvtt be free from all clouds. 
XV. 

u— He ist at preient, in an exiled and fallen 
ftale. Hie oljeds which furround him, 
are beneath his native dignity. God has 
tinged them aU with vanity, on puipofe to 
make him feel^ ^t this is not his reil; that 
here he is not in lus ]»oper pUoe, nor arrived 
at his true homeu 

If, therefore, you aim at a condition 
which ihall be exempted from every dif* 
quiet, you purfue a phantom; you in- 
creafe the vanity and vexation of life, by 
engaging in a chace fo fruitlefs. If yoii 
complain of virtue, becaufe there is in- 
cident to it a portion of that uneafinei^ 
which is found in every other ftate, your 
complaint is moft unreafonable. You 
claim an immunity from evil, which bcp- 
longs not to the lot of man. Reconcile 
yourfelves, then, to your condition ; and, 
f nftead of looking for perfeft happinefs any 
where on earth, gladly embrace that ftate 
which contains the feweft ibrrows. 
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II. Though no, condition of human * 
life is free from uneafinefs, I contend, 
That the uneafinefs belonging to a finful 
courfe, is far greater than what attends 
a courfe*of well-doing* If you be wearjr 
of the labours of virtue, be aflfored^ diat 
the world, whenever you try the ex- 
change, will lay upon you a much iteavitf 
load. It is the outlide, onIy» of a licentioiw 
life, which is gay and . fmiling* Wkinii, 
it conceals toil, and trouble, and deadly 
forrow. For vice pcnfons human bappineA 
in the fpring, by introducing diforder into 
the heart. Thofe paffiom which it feem9 
to indulge, it only, feeds with implied 
gratifications; and thereby ftrengthens them 
iirom preying, in the end, on their unhapqpy 
vidkims. 

It is a great miftake to imagine, that 
the pain of felf-denial is confined to virtues 
He who follows the worlds as much 
as he who follows Chrift, muft take 
his cro/s; and to him, affuredly, it will 
prove a more opprcffive burdeur Vice 
allows all our paffions to range uncon*^ 
3 , trouled ; 
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trouled; and where each claims to be 
fuperiour, it is impoffible to gratify all. 
The predominant defite can only be in- 
dulged at the expenee of its rival. No 
mortifieations which virtue exads^ are 
more fevere than thofe^ which ambition 
impofes upon the love of eafe, jpride upon 
intereft, and covetoufnefs upon vanity* 
Self-denial therefore belongs, in com^ 
mon, to victf and virtue; but with this 
remarkable dkffctenct^ that the paffions 
which virtue requires us to mortify, it 
tends to weaken; whereas, thofe which 
vice obliges us to dtny^ it, at the fame 
time, ftrengthenSi The one diininiihes 
the pain of felf-denial, by moderating 
the demand of paifion; the other in-^ 
creafes it, by rendering thofe demands 
imperious and violent* — What diftreffes, 
that occur in the calm life of virtue^ can 
be compared to thofe tortures, which re-*- 
morfe of confcitfnce inflids oil the wicked; 
to thofe fevere humiliatidns^ arifing from 
guilt combined with misfortunes^ which 
fmk them to the dull; to thofe violent 
7 agitations! 
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agitations of fliame and difappointment, ^^^^^^ 
which fometimes drive them to the inofl: ^ j* 
fatal extremities, and make them abhor ' 
their exiftence ? Hovv often, in the midft 
of thofe difaftrous fituations, into which 
their crimes have brought them, have 
they curfed the fedud:ions of vice ; and, 
with bitter regret, looked back to the day 
on which they ^ firft forfook the path of in- 
nocence! 

i But, perhaps, you imagine, that to fuch 
itiiferies as thefe, great crimiiials 'only are 
€xpofed ; and that, by a wary and cautious 
managemerit, it is pofEble to avoid theffi^ 
Take vice and virtue, then, in the moft 
general point of view. Compare God and 
the world as two mafters, the one or other 
of whom you muft obey; and confide 
fairly, in whofe fervice there will be reafon 
for your being weary fooneft, and repenting 
laoft frequently. The world is both a hard, 
and a capricious mafter. To fubmit to a 
long fervitude, in the view of a recompencc 
from which they are excluded in the end, 

18 
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M. 18 known to be often the fate of thofe, wto^ 
are devoted to the world. They facrificcf 
their prefent eafe to their future profpedls.; 
. They court the great, and flatter the mul- 
titude* They proftitutc their confcience^ 
and diflionour their character : And, after' 
all their eflforts, how uncertain is their fuc- 
cefs! Competitors juftle, and outftrip them. 
The more artful deceive, the more violent 
overthrow them. Fair proijpeds once 
fmiled} but clouds foon gather > the iky \* 
darkened; the fcene changes; and that 
fickle world, which^ a moment before, had 
flattefedt the next moment forgets them. 

God is never miftaken in the charadef 
of his fcrvintsj. for he feeth their heart ff 
and judgeth according to the truth. But 
the world is often deceived in thofe who^ 
court its favour; and, of comfe, is tin- 
juft in the diftributicm of its rewards^ 
Flattery gains the ear of power. Fraud 
fupplants innocence; and the pretending 
and afluming, occupy the place of the 
Worthy and the modeft* In vain you 

ckiia 

§ 
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tiaim any merit with the world, on ac- 
count of your good intentions. The 
World knows them not j regards them 
not. It judges of you, folely by your 
adions j and> what is worfe, by the fuc-^ 
cefs of yoiir a£tions^ which often depends 
not on yourfelves. But, in the fight of 
the Supreme Bieing, good intentions fup- 
ply the place of good deeds, which you 
had not the opportunity of performing. 
The well-meant enc^eavours of the poor 
find the fame acceptance with him^ as 
the generous adions of the rich. The 
widouos mite is, in his eye, a coftly of-^ 
fering ; and even he who giveth to a dif^ 
tiplt d cup of cold water^ when he can 
give him no more, gottb not without his re-^ 
ward. 

the world is ,unjuft in its judgments, 
lb it is ungrateful in its requitals. Time 
fpeedily effaces the memory of the greatcft 
fervices ; and when we dan repeat them no 
more, we are negledted, and thrown afide# 
It was the faying of a noted great man of 
the world J on the fall of bis fortunes. 
Vol. I. G g « Had 
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SE^RM. ^ Had I fervcd God as faithfully as I 
^ ** have done my King, he would not have 

^ caft me oflf in my old age." Unfaithful- 
nefs, and ingratitude, arc unknown to God. 
With him no new favourites arife, to ufurp 
the place, or to bear off the rewards, erf" his 
ancient fervants. Even to your old age^ I 
am He} and even to boary hairs ^ I will 
carry you. I have made^ and I will bear ; 
tven I wiU carry ^ and tvill deVtver pu^faitb 
the Lord Almighty ^. — Since, then, in our 
feveral departments^ we muft labfour, What 
comparifon is there<|, between labouring for 
God, and for the world \ How unjuft are 
they, who become weary fo much fbonef 
in the fervice of God, than they do in that 
of the moft fevere and imperious of alt 
matters \ 

in. Th£ refources of virtue are mudx 
greater than thofe of the world ; the com- 
penfations which it makes for our diftreflfes,. 
far more valuable; Perpetual fuccef5.be- 
longs neither to the one, noa: th« ©then 
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Biit iindcr difappointmcntS) when fiiey 
bccur, virtue bears us up; the world al- 
lows us to fink. When the mind of a 
good man is hurt by misfortunes, reli- 
gion adminifters the cordial, and infufes 
the balmi Whereas the world ^ inflidls 
wounds^ and then leaves them to fefter. ' 
It brings forrows, but it provides no con- 
folation. Confolation is entirely the pro- 
vince of religion. Suppofing religion to 
be inferiour to vice in external advan- 
tages, it muft be allowed to poflefs inter- 
nar peace in a much higher degree. This 
is fp certain, that almoft all men, at fome 
period or other of their life, look forward 
to it, as to a defirable retreat. When the 
ends of their prefent purfuit lhall be ac- 
complifhed, they propofe to themfelves 
much fatisfadion, in an honourable dif- 
charge of the duties of their ftation, 
amidft thofe moderate pai&ons, and tem« 
perate pleafures, which innocence allows. 
That which all men agree in holding^tp 
be fecond in importance to the purfuit 
which they follow, may be fafely efteemed 
G g 2 to 
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SE R AI. to be the firft in real worth ; and it may 
* — ^r-w be concluded, that if they were not blind- 
ed by fome prevailing paflion, they would 
difcern and adopt it as iuch. 

It is the peculiar efFeft of virtue, to 
make a man's chief happinefs arife from 
himlelf and his own condudt, A bad 
man is wholly the creature of the world. 
He hangs upon its favour, lives by its 
fmiles, and is happy or miferable, in pro- 
portion to his fuccefs. But to a virtuous 
man, fuccefs in worldly undertakings is 
but a fecondary objed. To difcharge his 
own part with integrity and honour, is 
his chief aim. If he has done properly 
what was incumbent on him to do, his 
mind is at reft ; to Providence he leaves 
the event. His witnefs is in heaven^ and 
his record is on high. Satisfied with the 
approbation of God, and the teftimony 
of a good confcience, he enjoys himfelf, 
and difpifes the triumphs of guilt. In 
proportion as fuch manly principles rule 
your heart, you will become independent 
of the world ; and will forbear complain^ 

ing 
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ing of its difcouragements/ It is the imr. 
perfedion of your virtue, which occalions ^ \a 
you to l^e weary in wellrdoing. It is be- 
caufe your hearts remain divided between 
God and the world, that you are fo often 
difcontented j partly wifliing to difcharge 
your duty, and partly feeking your happi- 
nefs from .fomewhat that is repugnant to 
your duty, 3tudy to be more confiftent in 
principle, and mere uniform in practice, 
and your peace will be more unbroken. 

Though virtue may appear at firft fight 
to contract the bounds of enjoyment, you 
will find, upon refle£tion, that, in truth, 
it enlarges them. If it teftrains the excefs 
of jTome pleafures, it favours and encreal'es 
others. It precludes you from none, but 
fuch as are either fantaftic and imaginary, 
or pernicious and deftrudive. Whatever 
is truly valuable in human enjoyment, it 
allows to a good man, no lefs than to 
others. It not only allows him fuch plea- 
fures, but heightens them, by that grateful 
relifh which a good • confcieuce gives to 
|very pleafure. It not only heightens 
G g 3 them. 
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^xv^ them, but adds to them, alfo, the pccu— 
^ -^^^ liar fatisfadlions which fiow from virtuous 
fentiments, from devout affeftipns, and 
religious hopes. On how iimch worfe 
terms is the linner placed, in the mijift of 
his boafted gratifications ? His portion is 
confined to this world. His good things 
are all of one fort only ; he has neither 
knowledge, nor relifh, of any thing bq- 
yond them. His enjoyment, therefore, 
refts on a mych narrower bafis, than that 
of the fervants of God, Enlarge, as much 
as you pleafe, the circle of wordly grati- 
fications ; yet, if nothing of the mind and 
the heart, nothing of a refined and moral 
nature, enter into that circle, and vary the 
enjoyment, languor and wearinefs foon 
fucceed. Among whom do you hear more 
pcevifli expreffions of difcontent, or more 
frequent complaints of low fpirits, than 
among the profelFed votaries of worldly 
pleafure ? 

Vice and virtue, in their progrefs, as 
in every other refpedt, hold an oppofite 
courfe. The beginnings of vice are en- 

ticing. 
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ticing. Tlie firft fteps of worldly advance- 
ment, are flattering and pleafing. But the 
continuance of fucccfs blunts enjoyment, 
and flattens defire^ Whereas thfe begin- 
nings of virtue are laborious. But, by 
perfeverance, it$ labours diminifli, and 
its pleafures increafe^ As it ripens into 
confirmed habit, it becomes both fmoother 
in pradice, and i^iore complete in its re- 
ward. In a worldly life, the termination 
of our hopes always meets oiir vi^w. We 
fee a boundary before us, beyond which 
we cannot reach. But the ' profpeds of 
virtue are growing and endlefSf The righ-- 
teous Jball bold on in bis way; and hd 
fbat hath clean hands ^ Jball wax Jlronger 
and Jlronger. Tb^ patb of the jujl is as tbe 
Jhtning llgbt^ tbat Jbinetb more and more 
unto tbe pcrfeSl day. This brings me to 
confider, > 

IV. The aflfured hope, which good 
men enjoy, of a full reward at laft. I 
have endeaw)ured, by feveral confidera- 
tions^ to correft your impatience under 
P g 4 the 
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^^V*^ the prefent difcouragements of virtue I 
mm^mmj havc (howii many high advantages, whicl^ 
it already poflefles. But now, laying 
all thefe afide; fuppofing virtue to have 
brought you no advantage, but tp have 
only engaged ypu in perpetual |lruggles 
with an evil world ; ' the Text fuggefts 
what is fufficient to anfwer every ob- 
je£tion, and to filence every complaint ; 
In due feafon you fljall reqp^ if you faint 
7iot. It is not a loofe e^icouragement, or 
a dubious hope, which is held forth to 
us. A diredt and explicit declaration is 
made by the Spirit of God, that piety 
and virtue, how difcouraged foever, or 
opprcfled, they may be for a while, lhall 
not be fruftrated of their rewalrd ; but 
that in due fiafon^ when the period which 
is fixed by the Divine decree lhall come, 
all who have not been weary in well- 
doings though thpy may have fown in 
tears s Jldidl reap in joy. As this great prin- 
ciple of faith is fo eflential to our prefent 
argument, and is indeed the foundation 
of all religion, it will be proper that we 

now 
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|iow take a view of the grounds on which 

it refts. By fixing our attention, both pii Sr^y-^i 

the proofs which reafon fuggefts, and oH 

the difcpveries which revelation has made, 

of a ftate of future retribution, we fhall 

take an efFedtual method of confirming our 

adherence to religion, and of baffling thofe 

temptations which might lead us to be weary 

in welUdoing. 

The firft, and moft obvious prefiimp^p 
tion, which reafon affords in behalf of 
future rewards to the righteous, arifes 
from the imperfect diftribution of good 
and evil in our prefent ftate, Notwithr 
ftapding what I have advanced concern- 
ing the pleafures and advantages of vir- 
tue, it cannot be denied, that the happi- 
nefs of good men is often left incomplete* 
The vicious polTefs advantages, to which 
they have no right j while the confcien-p 
tious fuffer for . the fake of virtue, and 
groan under diftrefles which they have 
not merited from the world. Indeed, 
.•jitere the diftribution of good and evil, in 

this 
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SERM. this life, altogether promifcuous ; could 
it be faid, with truth, that the moral 
condition of men had no influence what'^ 
ever upon their happinefs or niiferyj I 
admit, that from fuch a ftate of things, 
no prefumption would arife of any fu-^ 
ture retribution being intended. They 
who delight to aggravate the miferies of 
life, and the diftreflfes of virtue, do no 
fervice to the argument in behalf of Pro-* 
vidence. For, if total diforder be found 
to prevail now, fufpicions may, too juft-* 
ly, arife, of its prevailing for ever. If 
he who rules the univerfe, entirely ne* 
gle£ts virtue here, the probability muft 
be fmall, of his rewarding it hereafter. 
But this is far from being the true ftate 
of the fa£t. What human life prefents to 
the view of an impartial obferver, is by 
no means a fcene of entire confufion ; 
but a * ftate of order, begun, and carried 
on a certain length. Virtue is fo far 
from , being negleded by the Governour 
of the world, that from many evident 
marks it appears to be a chief obje£t of 
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his care. In the conftitution of human ^^^^^ 
nature, a foundation is laid, for comfort ^^ sr '^^ 
to the righteous, ;^pd for internal punifli- 
ment to the wicked. Throughout the 
courfe of Divine government, tendencies 
towards the happinefe of the dne, and the 
mifery of the other, conftantly appear. 
They are fo confpicuous, as not to have 
jsfcaped the notice of the rudeft nations. 
Pver the whole earth, they have difFufed 
the belief, that Providence is propitious to 
virtiie, and ayerfe to guilt. Yet thefe 
t^endenciej? are, fometimes, difappointed of 
their efFeiQ:; and that which Providence- 
vifibly favours, is left, at prefent, without an 
^dequ^te reward. 

From fuch an imperfect diftribution of 
happinefs, what are we to conclude, but 
that this fyftem is the beginning, not the 
whole of things ; the opening only of a 
more extenfive plan, whofe confummation 
reaches into a future world? If God has 
already ftt his throne for judgment ; if he has 
vifibly begun to reward and to punifli, in 

8 fome 
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^ xV^ fome degree on earth, he cannot mean ta 
v^-y-i^ leave the exercife of government incom-r 
plete. Having laid a foundation of a 
great and noble ftrudture, he will in due 
time rear it up to perfedion. The unfir 
niflied parts of the fabric evidently fliow, 
that a future building is intended* All his 
other works are conftruded according to 
the moft full and exadi proportion. In the 
natural world, nothing is deficient, nothing 
redundant. It is in the moral world, only, 
that we difcover irregularity and defed. 
It falls fliort of that order and perfedion, 
which appear in the reft of the creation. It 
exhibits not, in its prefcnt ft^te, the i{ame 
features of complete wif(;Iom, juftipe, or 
• goodnefs. But can we believe, that, under 
the government of the Supreme Being, thofe 
apparent diforder3 fhall not be rectified at 
the laft? Or,' that from his conduct, towards 
his rational creatures, the chief of his works, 
the fole objedion againft his perfedtion fliall 
be allowed to rife, a,nd fliall continue unre- 
inoved for ever I 
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On the fuppofition of future rewards SERM. 
and punifhments, a fatisfying account ^ 
can be given, of all the diforders which 
at prefent take place on earth, Chriftia- 
nity explains their origin, and traces 
them to their, iffue. Man, fallen from 
his primaeval felicity, is now undergoing 
probation and difcipline for his final 
ftate. Divine juftice remains, for a fea- 
fon, concealed; and allows men to aft 
their parts witb freedom on this theatre, 
that their charaders may be formed and 
afcertained. Amidft difcouragements and 
afflidions, the righteous give proof of 
their fidelity, and acquire the habits of 
virtue. But, if you fuppofe the events 
of this life to have no reference to an- 
other, the whole ftate of man becomes, 
not only inexplicable, but contradictory 
and inconfiftent. The powers of the in- 
feriour animals are perfedly fuited to 
their ftation. They know nothing higher 
than their prefent condition. In gratify- 
ing their appetites, they fulfil their defti- 
jiy, and pafs away. Man, alone, comes 
4 forth 
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^. forth to aft a part^ which carries 116 
meaning, and tends to no endi Endowed 
with capacities, which extend far beyond 
his prefent fphere; fitted by his rational 
nature, for running the race of immorta- 
lity, he is flopped fhort in the very en^ 
trance of his courfe. He fquanders his 
adlivity on purfuits, which he difcerns to 
be vain. He lariguifhes for knowledge^ 
which is placed beiyond his re;achw He 
thirfts aftet a happinefs, which he is 
doomed never to enjoy. He fees, and 
laments the difafters of his ftate ; and 
yet, upon this fuppofition^ caii find no* 
thing to remedy them. — H[as the eternal 
God any pleafure in fporting hinifelf 
with filch a fcene of mifery and folly, as 
this life, if it had no connexion with an- 
other, muft exhibit to his eye? Did lie 
call into exiftence this magnificent uni* 
verfe, adorn it with fo much beayty and 
fplendour, and furroujid it with thofe 
glorious luminaries which we behold in 
the heavens, only that fome generations 
of mortal men might arife to behold thefe 

wonders, 
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ivonders, and then difappear. for ever? S 
How unfuitable, in ttis cafe, were the 
habitation to the wretched inhabitant ! 
How inconfifteiit the commencement of 
his being, and the mighty preparation of 
his powers and faculties^ with his defpi-^* 
cable end ! How contradictory, in fine, 
were every thing which concerns the' ftate 
of man, to the wifdom and perfedtion of his 
Maker ! 

Throughout all ages, and artiong all 
nations, the perfuafion of a future life: 
has prevailed* It fpruiig not from the 
tefitiertients of fdence, of the fpeculations 
of philofophy; but 'from a deeper and 
ftronger root, the natural fentiments o£ 
the human hearts Hence it is common 
to the philofophet a«d the favage; and 
Is found in the moft barbarous, as well 
as in the moft civilized regions. Even 
the belief of the being of a God, is not 
more general on the earth, than the be** 
lief of immortality. Dark, indeed, and 
confufed, . were the notions which men 
entertained concerning a futute ftate* 

Yet 



Digitized by 




^ retribution, both to the good and the 
bad; and ia the perfection of fiich plea- 
fures, as they knew beft and vahied moft 
highly, they placed the rewards of the vir- 
tuous. So univerfal a confent feems plain- 
ly to indicate, an original determination 
given to the foul by its Creator. It ftiows 
this great truth to be native and congenial 
to man. 

When we look into our own breafts, 
we find various anticipations and pre- 
fages of future exiftence. Moft of our 
great and high paffions extend beyond 
the limits of this life. The ambitious 
and the felf-denied, the great, the good, 
and the wicked, all take intereft, in what 
is to happen after they fhall have left the 
earth. That paflion for fame, which in- 
^plres fo much of the aftivity of man- 
kind, plainly is animated by the perfua- 
fion, that confcioufnefs is to furvive the 
diflblution of the body. The virtuous 
are fupported by the hope, the guilty 
tormented with the dread, of what is to 
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take place after death; As death approaeheSi S 
the hopes of the one, ^ind the fears of the i_ ^ Vy^ 
other, afe found to redouble. The foul, 
when ifluirig hence, feems more clearly to 
difcern its future abode. All the operations 
of coiifcieiice, proceed upon the belief of 
immortality. The whole moral conduct of 
men refers to it. All legiflators have fup- 
pofed it. All religions are built upon it. 
it is fo eflential to the order of fociety, that 
were it erafed, human laws would prove 
Ineffedlual reftraints from evil, and a de- 
luge of crimes and miferies would overjBow 
the earth. To fuppofe this univerfal and 
powerful belief to be without foundation 
in truth, is to fuppofe, that a principle of 
delufion was interwoven with the nature of 
man; is to fuppofe, that his Creator Was 
reduced to the neceffity of impreffing his 
heart with a falfehood, in order to make 
him anfwer the purpofes of his being. 

But though thefe arguments be ftrong, 
yet all arguments are liable to objedlion. 
Perhaps this general belief, of which I have 

Vql. L H h fpoken. 
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* xv**' flp^^*^» hetn owing t6 inclination isA 
Al-ylLi defire, more than to evidence. Perhaps, in 
our reafoning^ on this fubjed from the Di-^ 
vine perfeaions, we flatter ouffelvet with 
being of more confequence, than we truly 
are, in the fyftem of the univerfe;r Hence 
the great importance of a difcovery proceed-* 
ing from God himfelf, which gives full 
authority to all that reafoh had fuggefted^ 
and places this capital truth beyond the 
reach of fufpicion or diftruft. 

The method which Chriftianity has ta-* 
ken, to convey to us the evidence of a futurtr 
ftate, highly defcrves our attention. Haxi 
the Gofpel been addrefled, like a fyftem of 
philofophy^ folely to the underftanding of 
men ; had it aimed only at enlightening the 
ftudious and refleding, it would have con- 
fined itfelf to abftradt truth; it would 
have fimply informed us, that the righteous 
are hereafter to be rewarded, and fmners to 
be punifhed. Such a declaration as that 
contained in the Text, would have been 
fufficient : Be not tveary in "WeU-^oing^ for 
in due feafon you Jball reapy if you faint not. 

But 
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tiiit the Gofjpel haS not ftdppcdi at barely 
announcing life and immortality to man- 
kind* It was ealfculated fof popular ^difi*- 
cation. It was intended to be the religion 
hot merely of the few, whole uttderftanding 
Was to be xrtformcd j but of the rfiany; alfo, 
ivrhofe imagination Was to be imprefled, and 
whofe paflibrts ivere to be aWakeiied, in br-i* 
der to givfe the triith ih due influence over 
them. Upon this account it fiot only re-^ 
Veals the dertdinty of a future ftate, but, in 
the perlbn of* the great FoUndier^of our re-* 
ligion, exhibits a feries of fafis relating to 
it ; by means of which^ our lenffcs, our ' 
imagination, and paffiona^ all beepiiie in-* 
terefted in this great objeft. 

The fefurreftion of Chrift jfrom the gfave' 
l^ras defigned tb be a ftnfible evidence, that 
death infers not a final eitindion of the 
living principlci He rbfe, ih order to fhew^ 
that, iri our hame^ he had Conquered deaths 
and was become the f rfi-Jruits of them thai 
JJeep. ^3or did he only rife froii the grave^ 
but, by afcehding to heaven in a fifibW 
form^ before many witnefles, gave an ocu-^* 
H h 2 laf 
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lar (pecittieii 6f the tranfition from this worid 
into the region of the bleffed. The employ- 
ments which now occupy him there, arc 
fully declared, j^s our fore-runncr^ be batb 
entered within the 'OeiL He appears in tbe 
prefente of God for us. He maketb perpetual 
inter ceffton for his people. Igo^ faith he, to 
my Father and your Father^ to my God and 
your God. In my Father s boufe are many 
manftons^ I go to prepare a place for you. 
I will come again ^ and receive you to fnyfelf 
that where lam^ there ye may be alfo. The 
circumftances of his coming again, are dif- 
tinftly foretold. The founding of the laft 
trumpet, the refurredion of the dead, the 
appearance of the Judge, and the folemnity 
with which he fliall difcriminate the good 
from the bad, are all defcrlbed. The very 
words in which he fhall pronounce the final 
fentence, are recited in our hearing : ComCj 
ye hlejfed of my Father 1 inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world. Then fliall the holy and the juft be 
^^tkgbt up in the clouds^ to meet the Lord in 
^^e air. They fliall enter with him into 

the 
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tlie city of the living God. They fhall poflefs S E R 
the new earth and new heavens^ wherein ^__-^ _f 
dwelleth right eotifnefs. . God /hall wipe away 
all tears from their eyes. They Jball behold 
his face in righteozifnefs^ and be fatisjied with 
his likenefs for ever.^Bj recording fuch a 
train of ftriking circumftances and fa<£l:s, the 
Gofpel familiarizes us in forac meafure with 
a future ftate. By accommodating this great 
difcovery, in fo ufeful a manner, to the 
conceptions of men, it furnifhes a ftrong 
intrinfic evidence of its divine origin. 

• Thus, upon the whole, w^hether you 
confult your reafon, or liften to the dif- 
coveries of revelation, you behold our argu- 
iilent confirmed ; you behold a life of piety 
find virtue iffuing in immortal felicity. Of 
tvhat worldly purfuit can it be pronounced, 
that its reward is certain ? Look every where 
around you, and you lhall fee, that the race 
is far from being always to the f^ift^ or the 
battle to the Jlrong. The moft diligent, the 
moft wife, the moft accomplifhed, maj|^^ 
after all their labours, be difappointed in thNP 
I end; 
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end ; and be left to fufier the regret, d£ 
\i2X\n^Jpent their Jlrengtb fornougbt. Suty 
for the righteous, is laid up the crown of life^ 
Their final happinefs is prepared in thd 
eternal plan of Providence, and fecilfed \>y 
the labours and fufierihgs of the Savioiir of 
the world. 

Ceafe then, from your unjuft comphdnts 
kgainft virtue and religion. Leave difcon-- 
tent, and peeviflinefs, fo ^vorldly men. Irt 
no period of dtflrefs, in no monient of di(^ 
appointment, allow yourfelVes to fuipe&i 
that piety and integrity are ffuitlefe. In 
every ftate of being, they lead to happinei5«' 
If you enjoy not at prefent their full rewards^ 
it is becaufe the feafon of recompencc is not 
yet come. For, /;/ due feafon yoH Jball reap* 
There is a time which is proper for reward } 
and there is a period which belongs to trial. 
How long the one ihould laft^ and when 
the other (hould arrive, belongs not to you 
to determine. It is fixed by the wife, 
though unknown, decree of the Almighty^ 
But, be aflured, that He that cometh^ Jbalt 
comey and will not tarty. He feall come in 

due 
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due feafon^ to reftorei perfedl order sLmoiig S E r m. 
his works ; to bring reft to the weary^ com- y— ^-'^ 
fort to the afSided, and juft retribution to 
all men. Behold^ faith the faithful and trUe 
Witnefs^ I come quickly^ and my reward is 
ivitb me^ To hini that o^ercometh^ will I 
give to eat of the tree of life^ which is in the 
midji of the paradife of God. I will give 
him the morning Jiar. I will make him a 
pillar in my temple. Hi Jhall be clothed in 
^hite raiment and Jhall Jit down nioith me^ 
my throne 

* Rcv^ xxiL 12. — ii. 7. 28.— iii. 12. 5.21, 
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This book shotild be retun^ed to 
the Library on or before the last date 
stamped below. 

A fine of five cents a day is incurred 
by retaining it beyond the specified 
time. 

Please return promptly. 
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